I am in full replanting
modeworking through
the Erythronium plunge
frameswith my wee
helper.Re-potting every
year is best but with so
many bulbs in potand
containerghis is not
possiblesol try to
replantat least every
second yar. The last
time | dida major repot
of these plungewas in
20091 thesummerof
2011was so cold and wet
that | could not disturb
the bulbs, 2012 also had
a wash out of a summer
but 2013is making up
for that as we are having
: v 2 something of a heat wave
with temperatureabove 2C most daysln an ideal world all my plunge frames would be well away from trees a
shrubs but this is not practical irsenall garden and as you see we have a Sorbus tree growing adjacent to the
framesand a hedge running down the sideee roots are attracted towards the added nutritiomyipottingmix.
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In two years this is not a big problem but after four i/ééré the rootzééoemngarger and | think
I would not want to be led@vg them forany longer or the rootsould get too large to extract from the baskets
without damage.
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The mesh baskets that | use are intended for planting aqu

of around 1mml have three sizes 30cms, 25cms and 20cms¢ inodtly use the small and middle sized ones.
5 e T 0 s I

v

: L0 ke WO S : . ; ‘ acanbt :
When replanting the Erythroniums | turn the basketupgsidedown asnvariablythe Erythronium bulbs will be at
the bottom and there is less chance to damage thedmrtbegat them from the bottom
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| replart a suitable
numberbad into
thebasketeaving
plenty of this
speciedeft overto
plant in the garden
or pass around.

This year we are
doing some major
work in the front
garden removing
sone trees and
shrubs so | have
plenty planting
opportunitiego
plant these spares
| do not replace all
the compost but
fresherup the old
with the additio

of some leamould
and a sprink of
bone meal.

As mycompost is a mixture of sand, grit and leaf mdbkle is little to degrade except the leabuldso it keeps
the desirable properties béing able to retaiair and moisture




Erythronium bulbs will descend until they find a stable
environment that suithieir needs and they do this by
elongding the bulb so it forms a lorglender form that is very
easilybroken Luckily if you do break one plant both bits and
at least one part will growhe bulh aboveright, is not only at
the bottom of the pot but as you can see bel@gtaping
throughthe drainagéole.| could just snap the bulb off and
replant both bits but in this case the bulb memprecious than
the pot so | arefully enlarge the drainage hole to allow me to
remove the bulb intact.
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The top bulb is the one that was escapiygu can see the kink where it was deformed bydifanagehole; the
f the pot.
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Erythronium purpurescens is a high altitude species and | do not find it easy to grtvave a few in the garden
andtwo pots all raised from seed buistruggle to get them to flower as beautifully as they do in the wild.
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Likewise, Erythronium citrinum is happy in our garden.
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Efythroniu?n bulbs'replvad$1emselves every yeathe stem rises from the centre of the bulb amgw one forms

to the sideThe old bulbs do not die away completblyt remain as a small attachment at the base of the bulb
forming a chainmuchlike a rhizome
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These chainare more obwus in some sgeies likeErythronium montanum
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Erytrhonium montanum bulb
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This Erythonium montanuniulb shows the new bubind aroffsetat the base as well as the chain of previous
year®bulbs Also notice that its already forming new roots and thighink, is why many people struggle to grow
this species successfully hotter drier areahese roots wouldie off as they dmot getsufficientmoisturein the
summer and so the bulbs would fail.
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We manage to gro®rythronium montanum in both baskets and the garden.
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similar to E. montanum in both flower and bulb but has thentatya of
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Erythronium elegansis very
and so it is easier to grow

Erythronium dens-canisand its relatives also have prominent chains.



Erythronium dens-canis- Removing the chains does not harm the main botbif youdo separatehem splitting
them into individual linksand plant themeach wil form a new bulb.

&so th minant growth buds estoyedor
removedthe latent buds on the chains are allowed to gmwandsomechains can produce a numlodibulbs.




Erythronium sibericum i somebulbs will increase well forming two bulbs each year while others only ever forr
a single new bulbSadly the only way to increase some Erythroniums is by seed.

The plunge frame area Iooks in total chaos as | work mytlvrra;aghrepottrng but order does return.
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kets are replaced and then | wodtesand down between them so that they are all surrounded by sand
Later I will mulch the areavith shredded pmingsto retainmoisture and inhibit weeds.
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Erythronium seeds

Asl work | remove any seed pods from the Erythroniums
and store them complete with capsulepaperbags. It

does not matter if the seed is brown or green as illustrated
becausehey are nowndependent of the plant. The seed
will continue to develofior some weekand the greenres
will turn brownso it is important that you do not place
them in afridgetoo soon. | $ore my seed in the papeags

in a shaded potting shed until late August when | will soak
the seed in ater then sow them. Using this method | get a
near 10Qoer cengermination the following spring.

Erythronium seeds



