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The Bulb log is now in its 2year so tdayss log is the 6007 if you told methatwhen | started in January 2003 |
might never have started. Wondering how tempting it could be not to write the log some weeks lead me to thi
that much of what happens in the garden, as inisifdpwn to whatwe do not do as much as what we do di

that sounds like a Donald Rumsfedgiote- "€ . there are known knowns; there are things that we know that we
know. We also know there are known unknowns; that is to say we know there are some things we do not kno
there are also unknown unknowns, the ones we don't know we dordtikhagree both sound like garbled
nonsense but | see some sense in them. In my vision the opening picture suggests candles used to celebrat
significant date such as birthdays this cae Bulb Log 600 but it also reminds me of a task | did watry out

last year. | intended to split the Dactylorhiza as they are increasing so well that they are encroaching on the a
where we have various forms of Roscoea humearmduding the verypeautiful white form. Because | have not
taken action we cannot enjoy the Roscoea floweisich has been flowering unseen over the last three weeks
without poking around in theepths of Dactylorhiz#oliage to find themIf | do nothing we could lose the Roscoea
completelysol must both split th®actylorhiza and move the Roscoea to an area wheyehavemore space at
flowering time.

Roscoea alplemhas the space to thrive asellf seed around in the rock garden hethe same spaaehereCrocus,

- -0 Narcissus and Erythronium floweredrlier
; in the year This isa much more successful
association of plant
beds where the subjects share the same
spaces but grow at very different times of
the year.
The Rhodohypxis have been in flower for
some time but also serve to remind me of
something else lid not do. To keep them
dry over winter | move the Rhodohypoxis
troughs underhte staging in the glasshouses
-this winter | placed them in theitillaria
house As the fritilaria donot come into
growth until well into Januarydo not go in
it so often to oberve what may be
happening. This allowed the rodent
population to feast, unchecked, seriously

depleting our numbers of Rhodohypoxis.






Nomocharis flowers are so attractaedrepayclose inspectioii this is the largest, height wise, form that we have
with stems taller than I am.

Nomocharis
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Recently we cut badknanyRhododendrons in the front gardesome we removed completely otheve hoped
would bud back from the cut off stems. All but one, a Yakushimanum hybrid that we left more in hope than
ex_pectation, are now showing good buds.
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Buds are forming almost down to ground level on this Rhododendron, left, the picture on tebavghthe
regrowth on a Ledum in the foreground andaacinium behind these were cut back one year ago.
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Compared to the spring calbosummer seems a quiet time in our garden but it is a time to realise that gardens «
not just about flowers which are only around for short periods but also the huge variation of foliage. Even
herbaceous plants have leattest are with usor so much longer than thdlowers sowe should be using their
shape from and textumehen planting out our gardens rather than cotmardinating the flowers
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Sanguinaria, Poophyllum and Dactylorhiza leaves rise up ungrpet of Dicentra and
droplets and the occasional flowers provide highlights.
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The front drive which should be mer cdminated by Geranium |
sanguirum var. lancastriensghich will give a succession of flowers for the next 3 months




The Fitillaria have already seedgithe last of Erythroiums
rise up.
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More colour up and on top of the wall where ColyglaéErythronium, Narcissus, etc. flowered earlier in the year.




A ramblingrose, which | grew from a cuttinglimbs up througla Crinodendrorforming a lethal impenetrable
barrier along the top of the fence.

n planting up some of the newly opened up areas in thgdrdatbut first | have to break up
ground and mass of roots. The best tool to use is a mattock thataimseaks rots and hard ground then | work
in some good garden compost with a fork before planting some Primula.
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| have bee




Some more foliage contratst to be enjoyed over many months |nclude Trillium, Fern HeIIebore and Hepati
Green is a colour feared by many artists becduses sananyvariationsand is one of the hardest colstw mix.

7 ,( ' .‘_‘\".‘ 4’ : ;

) "u'm

I showed this form ofrillium ovatum W|th the dark markings on the leaves flowenng for the first time in an
earlier log and | am delighted to see that | have some good seed now ready to collect and sow.




There has been much discussion over the years as to whether you should herflesay attachments,
elaiosomes, before planting. Some suggest leaving it on can inhibit germination others suggest it causes rot f
have had successful germination most
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I do remove the worst of the moisture and soméefdaiosomes by rubbing the seeds‘gently in some dry sand t
| have first passed through a kitchen sigvehen pass it bactroughthe sieve to separate out the seeds ready fo
an immediate sowing



After 600 Bulb Logs | hope that | have got the naggsto grow your bulbs and all plants from seeds whenever yc
get the opportunityAnother lesson | hope that you may have picked up on combines my two interests of Art ar
Gardening and that is of observatignu mustnot onlylook butalsosee While captuing this picture of a
Cypripedium flower | was stuck by the similarity



