


The openingmage is of the view we get from oswing seat where | often have breakfast and ponder the world.

amalways casting a critical eyeanalysing andonsideringhow we can improve dine tune thigllusion thatwe

call our gardenlt struck me howmportantlight is to the overall effedt anobvious statement as without light we

see nothing my thoughts were turtkto how the intensity and direction of the light wasistantlychanginghe

image infront of meaided by the light breeze moving the foliage arodiek effect of strong low sureating

deep shadow as well as picking out highlights made a very dramatic scene thatliffigalyto capture

photographlcaIIyThe first picture abovehows the brlght Ilght beyond tlnmln subject area creatlng a bright

- ¥ sunnyback drop

and | had to
carefully
manipulate the
exposure to get as
near as a camera
can the image |
was seeing. The
human eg
connected to our
brain gives us a
very advanced
image gatering
system that is
constantly
sampling and
adjusting all the
variations or
contras, of light
and shadeTo get
an idea how a
camera will see
that imagtry
using the age old
trick employed by

artists togaugethe different tonal areas before them. Starting with your egesgraduallycloseyour eyelids until

you are looking through a tlny slltnowyou are seelngpprommatelyhesamellmlted tonal range that a camera

can handlé ' Ty ‘

basicallythe tones

merge intovery light

or very dark with

little graduation

slowly open your

eyes againand see

the range of tones

increase

Most gardener&now

that a garden change

through time as

plantsgrow, through

the seasons and the

years but they also

change by the secong

as the light passes

throughwindblown

foliage, as clouds

pass and athe sun

moves through the

sky.




| prefer to take photgraphs in the garden wn therhigh white clouds giving a flat Iig,s in the picture
above thiskeeps the contrast between deep shade and the strongest highlidbte latal that cameras can cope
with more easily.

Compare tb
picture above
with this
&ontrastpone
taken in strong
sunshiné look at
them both using
the eye lid trick or
walk back from
your screen and
see how the first
image still looks
much the same
from any distance
but theG&ontrasty
one starts to
mergeinto two
zones one dark
one light Only
the mid tones are
correctly exposed
in this intense
light, the
highlightsare
burned outvhile
theshadowg are
too dark Having said that | prefer flat light | will qualify that statementhat forillustrative purposesnages in
flat light will display,project or printmuch bettewhile strong light and sharp contrastéer much more creative
potential
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Onceagain the lighting givethe image some drama with the baicklorydalis in the foreground standiaut
against the darkdrackground.
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Lighting makes the picturie|l watched this backliscere, from the swing seabecome much less interesting
flatten as the sun went behind a small cloud then come atjagwhen the cloud passaohd the light shone
throughthe leaves once mare
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Most times youvould wak pag this peonyleaf without being drwn to it but when iti
background it shouts auflook at me, see my shape and coiou
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n it ishte lighting coming through thaighlightsthe shape and form of tisametree peony stem3 his
also leads me temphasis¢he importancef using heightn agarden- trees and shrubs allow you to split spaces
into different areas, trees above your haBodfilter andbreakup the light being able to lookhroughfoliageto a
bright scer beyondadds drama and interest.
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While grongsunlight can be more difficult taleal with photographicallg will give the impression of greater
depth to a scen@on directional light that you get in white cloud da/sore within in the came@&capabilities
butflattensoutthe perspectivé hencethe termdlat lighta
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All photographs are a compromlsaotwhatwe see W|th oucontinually sampllngvell developed eyes and brain
Thegreen and retkavesare well exposed as is the lovely blue sky but the shadows have becomeadags with
little detail amd the wonderful white flowers of Rhododendron decorum have beaedwut to white masses.
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To capture the detail of the beautifully scented flowers yod teesove roundand capure themm the shade




Sowe can seéhe garden changes by the
second as light varies as well as by the seasg##
and in the longer term by growémd aging. £
It is this process that attracts me to gardening
which to me is gourney and not a destination
Unlike other forms of art when | can decide
when awork is finishedl do nothavecontrol

on when a garden is finishédhis trough

which is a single lump of limestone planted
with Erinus alpinus ists secondncarnation.

The first one waglantedmany years agm a
trough | made using one of the maihyprtufad
mixesbefore | discovered that these mixes
simply did not survive the continual frost

heave that we get every winter. When the
hypertufa trou broke apart the rock dried ou
and thewell-establishedErinus died so | had toza%
startagain The process | use is slow simply 5%
scatter seeds on the rock and enjoy the proces
of growth the only way | intervene is add

more seeds to get as wide a colour range int¢
the small scemas | can
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We have reached a crossroads injoiieney of ourfront garderwheredragic actionsare required. Rntedup in

1985 these Rhododendrons wdescribed aslow growingadwarféformsand the sizes quoted are generally what
the plantsvould achieve in 10 yealsit now after nearly 3@earstheir growth has exceeded the space we have
there used to be a path way in the middle of this picture and now it is over. gr@styear we opened ume half

of the garden and now we have tackled $idei we enjoyed the flowers then as soon as they dropped we chopg
them down to almost ground level. We dugheaootsout and have left others that we hope will regegyainfrom
the old woodyiving us anothepotential30 years of growth!




X
can reuse it

Everything that our shredder can cope with weuiced to a number of piles of chippingsich will be spread as
mulchafter a short composting periethe larger branches will be recycled for the wood. We have not flattened
garcen completelyhere are still plety of trees and shrubs retained but the cdrdsebeen opened up giving us a
greatopportunityto undeplant the areavith bulbousand herbaceoysants
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This Rhododendron yakushimanum is onehef dnes that we have not cut baokmny experience they do not
break buds from old wogdbutas Rhododendrons move easily at almost any, fimoeiding you water them well,
we will relocate it

Ourgarden
journey has many
paths that all
merge We are

now enteringthe A
bestseason to lift |
and divide bulb -
the yellowing
leaves indicates
that growth is
over and the bl

is retreatingor its
summer rest
theyalsoact as a
guide to finding
the bulbs This
clumpof Iris
reticulatahas

has become

congested

meaning the

individual flowers

cannot be

appreciate@s they compet®r the same spadethis competition continuesndergrounds the roots aBtriveto
gather thesamemoisture and nutrients
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I had to liftthis Fritillariacamschatcenstsulb earlyto prevent it being damaged as | split adjacent bulbs boes d
give me theopportunityto illustratethat Fritillaria replace their bulkeEnnually You can see clearly the remains of
the old bulb with all the smalice grain likescaleswitheringas they pass their food reserves onto the new white
bulb above. Some of the new rigeinscan be removednd grown on to become new bulbso matter hav small

the grains they too will only last one yesith a new ondorming.
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The yellowing leaves of Colchicumgaipinum havecollapsedn the rock gaden bed these started osbme years
agoas two groups of about 5 bulbs in eachrmw they have now become too many for thises.

| havereplanted
two groups of
five back into
the rock garden
bed and now |
have aasket of
spares that can
be planted in the
space we have
reclaimed in the
front garden.
The space in the
front garden will
absorb mosof
oursurplus
bulbs we get
from lifting and
dividing this
year.




Back to the opening scenérom the swing seat | canlly appreciatéhe influence ofime on the gardenfrom the
fleeting clanges of light that cam a secondjramatically changscenan front of me to thehangingcolours of
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