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Eranthis hyemalis
There is definitely a feel that spring is here with sunny days warming the ahlieagtbund. The bulbs have

sky and before long
all the flowers, and
the gardeners, are
basking in the
warmth.

The Eranthis flowers
have keen sitting in
bud for so long now
waiting for favourable
conditionsthat they
are showing the signs
of ageingbut they are
still a very welcome
sightafter a long
winter.

Once their seed is set
I will lift and move
some of the plants
from the denser
planings so we can
have Eranthis in every
bedi I will also
scatter the seed
around.




| especially like to see mixed plantings where the plants can contrast and complement eaaé altiosethe
Eranthis hand on the fmat to the Paeony shoots which will soake over the flowering interest in this area.

Working to keep groups of plants small rather than forming geat cumps means regular lifting and dividing b
think it is well worth the effortl intend to split the clumps of Galanthus iedbpictures later this year and this will
not only look better to my eyes but will also benefit the bulbs as they will not have to compete with eafchn othe

moisture and nutrients. lfulbs are left to clump up for too long they will become so coedeakbtat flowering will
drop off.
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Megan, Lin anIIy come to see what | amdi.




This fish box trough is showing wear and tear along the top edge but it has been in regular udg 0 gears. |
use it to grow Sanguinaria catemss f. multiplexd@lenaso that | can divide the roots every year or twalso it is
nice to see the beautiful flowers in the spring withowirigato worry that the large leaves when they emerge will
overshadow smaller companions. Some years ago whémgptine roots | discovered a single small snowdrop
bulbi I do not know if it came in with some of my recycled compost or if it was a seedling. Over the years this
single bulb has now multiplied enough to fill the trough with flower early in the yearebtfe Sanguinaria flower
Tthis is a very good accidential association and illustrates in a trough the philosophy behind our garden planti




AR ”
V4 PRt " SRS 0 X
o o Ox R

AV

Looking over one of the raised skaeds which is still in a winter state
mixed bulbgn full early flowering mode.

On a smaller scale this picture looks over the first sand bed with many bulbs in flower towards a small mount
landscape, made from cement blocks, where the first Saxffoagers are just opening.
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Bringing you up to date with the bulb house growth you can see the mass of leaf-gnaviy Narcissuarenow
pag flowering so my mind turns towards feedingerhaps the major change in culture between growing in clay
and phstic pots is water retentierporous clay pots allow much more evaporation and so need mureh
watering. | probably water around one third less frequently $isatched ovefrom clayto plastic potso | have
fewer opportunities to deliver the feed to the plants. With thehee&orecast predicting a bright dry settled spell |
have taken the oppaontity to add the Potassium (Kain) powder to the pots before | gave them all a good soakin
| add a small amount of the white powder to the surface of eadghtipetyuantity depnds on the amount of growth
— R —— __ thereis. In a larger pot, 11cm, full of growths I will add
¢ It is ecommended that gardening oloves shauld be wom when handing g 2PPTOXIMately a level teaspoonfusmaller pots get less and

« Anyone prone to allergies should

e oul sty hemsalvesthat thef can mandeinis;  pots with little leaf growth and fewer bulbs less again. It is

¢ Wash hands after use. z

* Tobe use oy where there s  rcoqnised need Do not excees recammengy 100 Q1 EXACT MEASUre and my experiencevshbat it does

— not have to be too accuratéave not observed any damage tc
ertiliser Declaration 2R TR ' . - -

EC Fortiser - Poassic Friissf & Sulphate of Potash 7 - plants if I accidently spread a bit too mu@hree quarters of
|Eotessium O (<0) solubleiin water,—— gsiove G| - a lkg boxi approx750gms hasfed the bulbs in the three

— bulbhouses.
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There is se so | lasefed them the potassium supplement.

Previously | woull tend to feed the frits a bit later but since converting to plastic pots and with every chance th

the weather will swing back to cold and damp conditions | cannot Idinbig/eather window pass. It is better to

give them the feed early than late so thatéssetml nutients are available whehe growth switches from the

leaf and f|OW(?[ growth to the gulb and ngxe¥ al&@s:s
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ans pots of ritswih the white Wdeform of Potassiuhflood each pot with water which will disgélve much
of the powderDo not worryif some lumps stay on the surface as this will still bennefit the Ingkime you
water.
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One reason carelinfestation or disease transferred
sap sucking insects so it is wise to look very careful
at all the growth to look for early signs of aphids. |
discovered one tingphidon a sedling leaf and
quickly wiped it out. | do not like using insecticide sggainless it is absolutely necessdryave not done so for
over five years.

L
Narcissus seedsoaked over night and sown deep in
October are germinating well now and thesey young
seedlingsare the exception to the white powder treatment.
| have found that feeding with the white powder form of
Potassium as above can damage very young seedlings
you can add it later in the season. | feed younglisegsd

by adding a liquid tomattype food with seaweed extract

if you can get it, at ¥4 the reconended dilution every time

| water them.

| enjoy the process of watering each pot indiviually as |
can observe exactly what is going on in each pot. | turn th
label upside down in any pots that have no signs of
growth- if growth does appear later ing season | will turn
the lable upright again. This way | can quictell at the

end of the season which pots have had no growth and |
may have lost so that | can check themo lose asmall
number of pots every year for many reasons
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There are still many bulbs to flower i

Narcissus cantabricus clusii




Iris winogradowii

We used to haa large patch of Iris
winogradowii but we got careless and
did not control the overgrowth of
Rhododendrons that caused much of
the precious Iriso dwindle away. |

am now paying much more attention
to this rare beauty
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Last year pollinated the flowersand
gotafat capsuleof seeds. | am doing
this again just now.

When the anther splits to allow the
pollen to flow I run my thumb nail up
the anther to collect some pollen, this
is then transferred to the stigma which
is hiding at the base of the V shaped
notch onthe upward pointing floral
parts see picture above.



Narcissus cyclamineuss another plant that you need to raise from seed as the bulbs not increase very freely
offsets. Narcissus cyclamineus likes damp conditions and the seed is best soon apet Whs seeds we sowed

last year from this group are germinating now.

I will leave you this week with another picture of the bulbs beds dominated at the moment llydpscand
Snowl akesééeéeéeéeée.



