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The opening images bririggethemany aspecter habitatypes from our garden ahumusrich bedwith early

bulbs in the foreground with sand bed of bulbs immediately behiridenyou seea group of troughs representing
the mountainsindalpine plants to add to the mix you see the bottom of a bulb house and the edge of a frame
suggesting other environments that we provide for our plants.

Another view
across the same
bed brings into
play another
importantgroup
of plants in our
garden- the
shrubswhich
alongwith trees
greatly add to
thelook of our
garden
Theyprovide a
year round
structure
forming variable
environments
where we can
plantthe
seasonabulbs
andherbaceous
plants
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Over the years my gandésuits the plantsell enough to allow them toaturalise
thatis to selfseed creating naturalistic colonies. Here in the grdaetissus bulbocodiumis one of the many
bulbs that seedreely.

At one timewe
had grass where
the gravel is
until we realised
that lawn grass
was thdeast
interesting plant
in ourgarden
andit required
the most work.
We lifted all the
grass and
replaced it with
grave with the
intention that it
would be
additional walk
way but we
soon realised
that we had
created the
perfect seed bed
for all types of
plants.




| want the garden

to work onmany

levels sowhether

you viewthe

wider areaor

home in on a

small grouping it

shauld provide

visual and

botanical interest. &

Also we want

each areato A )

provide changing ’; &/

interestthrough g

the seasons with a

successionf

flowers and

plants.

A small area of

the rock garden

where Crocus and|

early bulbs

featured a month

ago is now i - \ 5 \
entering another stagré mterest WlthAnemone ranunculmdes and Muscarlflowerlng Meconopsis leaves
giving the clue to what will providsome ofthe colour in anotheanont hs 6 t i me

R S iy T Sy SRS 2 2 _satyanes N s 8% w\U3
Another vignetteverthe bird battwith Erythronium revolutum and Corydalis solida and C. malkensis




Gardens go
through
stages and
we must
never be
afraid to
make radical
changes
over thirty
yearsour
front garden
hadbecome
a congested
shrubbery.
Two years
ago we
decided it
was time to
change so
we
identified
: the trees and
shrubs we wanted to keep and removed the rest. It was sad to have tosemurey beautiful plantsjostly
Rhododendrons, but the reward is that their
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We cut back the front in two stages, onéfilvee didtwo years agos now

creating a succession planting. This kind planting takestordevelop fullyand we sometimes make mistakes as
we try out different combinatiors we will lift ard move some of the plants around at the appropriate season




Dicentra cuaullaria
&Pink Punko

Dicentra cuallaria
@ink Punidis a lovely
selectionof this
speciesnade by
Henrik Zeterlund - as
the name suggesits
has good pink flowers.
Its foliagecovesthe
ground withsoft
leavesprovidingan
excellent fal for bulbs
such as Erythronium
and Trillium to grow
throughi but care
shoud be taken not to
plant ary of the
smaller bulbs in this
combination as they
can be swamped by the
Dicentra foliage.
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Celmisia spectabilis

It is importantwhen
working up these
mixed planting to
include evergreen
plants that Wi
provideyear round
structure and interest}
to the beds here we &
are using Celmisias,
above, and Aciphylla
on the rightto do
just that.
| am lucky enough to
have seethese
plants growing in >
New Zealand where |
noticed that they
often grew in
combination with =
tussockgrasses so dog*sg
not mind close s
plantings provided
the companions are
not tao vigorousand
overpowering.

Aciphylla glaucescens




We cut back the
second half of
the front around
this time last
year and so we
are still working
up the planting.
One thing | have
learned over the
years that | have
been gardeningsi
thepatienceo
enjoy the process
of establishing a
new area. | have
scattered a lot of
seed
Erythronium,
Lily, Primula,
etc.in theseopen
areas hoping
some of it will




We like to make full use of evehjt of our garden
to this end v have been scattering seed it t
gravel area in the front drivewdgr overtwenty
yearsso wenow have a succession of nilysbulbous
plantsflowering through the seasons.

It startsearlyin the year with the Eranthis, Crocus,
and Nacissus nov it is Erythronium Fritillaria and
Narcissughatfeature
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Erythronium revolutum




ly ping leaves Efpimdiu are soft and beautifull col
Cardamine pentaphylla in the background.

Seltseedinghellebores bring interest to areas for a long tinterethey surround the stem of a tygeony




Typical plantlngn our garden is made up of groups:ofnpatlbleplantsformlng supportlvecommunltlesthatboth
retain mmstunéhumldltyand reduce wind exposure
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Bulbs like Tr|II|um FI’ItI||aI’Ia and Erythronlum have evolved to grovxolhgh other plants SO not only are they well
adapted to this kind of planting in our gardémsy benefitfrom them.| really do not want to see the bare ground a
this time of year.
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A view across theaisedwall with Trillium rivale, towards a seat and some Rhododendrons

Sharing and succession plantings clao he g@plied to troughshereour twin westiesMolly and Megan stand in
front of a trough where Galanthus and Sanguinaria cohabit.



