


It was around thirty years
ago, while on my hands
and knees weeding the
gravel aeas around our
slab drive way, that it
dawned on mé here is a
gravel bed just what rock
gardeners want to have
since then | have
scattered seeds into these
areas. The first seeds that
| sowed were of
Geranium sangueum
which has in turn
scattered itswn seeds
and spread to form a
wonderful carpet the
whole length of the
driveway. The RHS have
a campaign called
Greening Grey Britian
which hopes to
‘ = s : R discouage the
conversion of so many front gardens |nto carpeby encouraglng the use of planﬂscould not agree more.

The catapult actlowhlchthe Geranium has evolved to dlstrlbute its deackry successful as plants have found
their way onto the narrowed on top of the wall it has even spreamlver the hedgamtoourn e i g h ramtu r 6 s
gardenWe did not stopvith the geranium continuinip scatter seed of subjects that we ttank an appropriate
size which willextend the season of flowering interestis includes many bulbous species.



https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-world/greening-grey-britain

In the
foreground are
the ripe open
seed heads of
Erythronium
ready to scatter
thar seeds. |
do assist some
of the bulbs by
taking a
handful of the
seeds and
distributing
themover the
length of the
gravel to give
us a more even
spread of
Erythronium
and Fritillaria
etc.

We have two driveways and this is the one that is used only occasionally by visiting cars so the plants are we
spread. | try and only sow plants that are low enough to allow a car toveasgithout damaging them however as
the stems of many extend as the seed capsules ripen no cars are allowed in during this shaittiparadd not

be the case for most folkisimaginé
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D|g|taI|s grandlflora is another successven though it is a b|t taller it flowers at the same time as the nelbis a

seed and the car ban is in plaic&he Dactylorhizahave also selfeededvith a bit of assistance fromeras |
shake the stems
of ripeseed
across the area.
| am happy to
allow some
taller plants,
like Digitalis
purpurea to
grow along the
outsideedges as
they are not
affected by any
car movements.
In contrast to
the laborious
task of keeping
the gravel weed
free the
combined mass
of these plants
intermingling as
they do brings
us, and many
passersdy,
such pleasure.




A Hyp
its flowers, berries and foliage over a log@son. The delicate flowers $&xifraga x urbiungdance above brging
a unity to this small vignette.

Our population
of Geranum
sanguirum
originally came
from Jack
Drakes
Inschriach
Nursery around
1980 andccomes
in shades from
pale pink, never
pure white,
through to deep
pink and here it
contrasts well
with the sharp
yellow flowersof
a Sedum.




There is a Iot)f shade from the hedge and other shrubs tosvere garden end of the Wathls does not suit some
of the plants but still we can use Ivy, Epimedium and Dactylodnzang others

A slab pathway along the front of the house also has najmvelareas along thedge these aaésoplantlng
areaghat now flow seamlessly into the garden beds.




Despite being knocked f
good and the
scent is v
undiminished

as it leads us
round '
towards the

other drive

way where

our wee car

lives.

Our car is

used very

little so it sits

there all day

most days$

as a result no

plants grow

in the dark

area under

the car

When | was

workingthe

car was only

there at

night, as | R R et

was out all MBBATR L TR S

day, allowing light insosome plants did grow under where the car sits. The rest of the gravel is well planted nc
with the exception of the area on the top right which we need to keep clear to get in and out of the house.
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Again we can allow some of thel plants

You may have
noticed the wee
yellow flowered
bulb peeking
throughthe
growth below
the Campanula.
This is the result
of many odd
packets of
surplus seeds
we have
randomly
scattered at
some time
Sadlythisgem,
Tritelia ixioides
is relucent to
increase
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get glimpses into the garden like the View above over th
yakushimanum towards the blue and white forms of Camaaausicifolia.

Celmisias
daisy flowers
rise out of the
mass
plantings that
carpet the
ground.




As the season
progresses
Dactylorhiza
flower along

with the
Corydalis ’
60Crai gt oSt
- as the Dicentra JEEssss
starts to retreat
back

undergound for
the summer,
primulas
including

Primula
florindae in

many colours

are just

emerging and
starting into
flower.
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ixing foliage types is always a goo idl'eaontrastin te spiky greileaves of Aciphylla with the large flat
leaves of Podophyllumna all the ferny like leaves of the Corydalis and Diceh&rs given us months of interest




The contrast in

shapes and
textures is
further enhanced
by the mixture
of colours, the
warm pinks and
purples of the
Dicentra and
Dactylorhiza
flowers
harmorise with
the cool blue of
the Corydalig
the Dicentra
leaves also bring
contrast as the
soft green leaves
slowly turn red
and orange as
they come to the
end of their
season.

Primula vialii
flowers are just
opening and blend into this mix of colours so wed#it you may overlook them if you do not look carefully.
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Primula vialii flowers and Dicentriormosa leaves make a stunning colour combination.
If you have not checked out the latBsiib Log Video Diary Supplemenigt, have a look at this one on

,,,,,




