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This picture brings together all the tasks | am currently working on in thlemgeipping treesand hedges, fe
potting the bulbplusadmiringDactylorhizaflowerswhich are a major feature in our garden at this time of.year

In the background of the previopgtureyou can see the bulb houses full of pots of hudb with the dried up
leavesin their summerest | would like to repot them all every geas they will increase and grow better if | do
but I simply cannot manageahhowevehave learned that with additional feeding | can get away with doing ther
every two or three years saim todo around a half ta third each year. | havew made a start with the pots of
seedraised bulbs that have not yeten repotted since they were sowlike these Narcissusonfusus



The other
major seasonal
work is the
cutting of the
hedges and the
pruning of the
trees. | have
clipped all the
hedges now

all the

clippings were
shredded and
are now
composting to
form ahumus
rich mulch
which 1 will
spread over the
beds sometime
during the
winter, now |
am working my
way through
the conifers. It
is not necessary
to prune or cp
conifersi |
could just leave
this
Chamaecyparis
obtuse nana
gracilis but it
would form a
dense outline
more like a
large bush than
a o6dwar f
So every year |
clipitin
imitation of the
fabulous
Japanesstyle
cloud pruned
trees Opening
up the structure
to form layers
of foliage
makes it look
much more like
i s . adwarf tree

2 ; ety E & e ¥ L P than a large
bush. Yes it is a dwarf when you compare it to the type species which at thirty plus yeasstuklone isvould
be a tree 085m tall with a trunk up to 1 m in diaeter | start pruning at the top of the tree and work my way dow:
clipping back most ,asfwelltatremonirgany grenhshatmgroves desvhwarld frem a
branch with the intention of defining the layers. It is important to start shapounder at an early age as the
majority of them will not break buds from older wobthat is wood where there is no active green growth.
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With a few exceptions all t that we grow in our garden hav n assaifn seedlings.
These two

pictures show

the summer

phase of the

with Eranthis
and Galanthus
way back in
Februaryi now
itis like a

jungle with
Arisaema,
Uvularia and
Dactylorhiza
along with

some of the S
larger Corydalis §
species. lhas
become a bit

too much of a
jungle and |
intend to do
some major
lifting and
dividing in the
next f ew mibthetwbathér allowsme
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The first impressions are thait the Dactylorhiza flowers
are the samehat is until you really start to observe the
colours, theshapes and sizes of the spikes, then you will
focus in andsee the variations of the individual flowers
within this garden hybrid swarm.

U™ The white one is DactylorhizaEs ki mo Nel | 6

¥

& with the very long inflorescence is the one we named
60Cr ai gt -oseen®m bfthesé plants in this
Bulb Log video diary supplemerDactylorhiza orchids



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jKC0sohhdGw

Here they
combine with
Corydalis and
Celmisia to
from a lovely
spectacle.

The clump on
the leftnow
needto be
lifted and
dividedT
failure to act
will meanthe
rate of
flowering will
start to drop off
and the
congested
growthof the
foliagemakes
them more
vulnerableto
bacterial and
fungal
infections




Pale forms.




A lovely colourful
combination with
Corydalis 0
Bl uedé Dacty
various colour forms of
Primula florindae.

Primula florindae
yellow form.




Primula florindae is a

really good robust
primula whog

flowers come in a
range of colours from
the pale lemon yellow
above through orange
to deep reds.

All have the added
attraction of having a
paler coloured facgé
the result of a layer off
mealy indumentum
which also covers the
pedicles and the oat

T asif that was not
enough thewlso

have a gorgeous
scent. If grown by

the edge of water
they can grow very
big indeed but they
are also quite tolerant|
of conditions with
less water where they will not grow qugelarge. In the occasional hot dry periods get they camwilt - flopping
onto the ground buheysoon pick up again when the rain comes or we water them.
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More Dactylorhiza
orchids surround an
informal grouping of
troughs which includes
someof thesmall ones
that we usdor growing
Rhodohypoxis.

Rhodohypoxis bauiii

All the troughs we grow
theRhodohypoxisn are
smallenoughto be lifted
under cover so they can
dry outfor the winter
when they a& completely
dormant.

For someeason these
troughsare still
dominated by a single
colour, I will sort that
when | replant them this
winter and mix the colour
up as | much prefer that
effect.




Rhodohypoxis baurii

The majorityof the bulbs
we growfollow a
AMediterraneadtype
climate so their roots
start to grow during the
autumn rains and are
active allthroughthe
winter going dormant in
late spring as the
temperatres rise and the jg
ground dries. ;
Rhodohypoxis come
from a summer wet

spring and a active all
through the summer.
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Anothergroupof troughs some of which are recently made and landscaped.




Campanula
persicifolia
and
Tropaeolum
speciosum

We never
introduced
the typical
form of
Campanula
persicifolia
to our garden
but we did
get
Campanula
nitida alba
from Jack
Drakes
nursery many
years ago and
that seeded
around. We
soon
discovered
that the
majority of
the edlingsreverted tahe standardorm with only a very small percentage having this dwarfing gene as seen
above. Although | fondly hang on to the old name it i& BtassifiedasCampanula persicifolia var. planiflora




Y ™
Campanula garganica
We have never flowered the smalb@mpanulas particularly well befoird always though they did not get enough
heat or sun but here we are in one of the coldest wettest Julys we hdakdadl double the average rain fall)
and these two are flowering as well as they have ever done. The only thing | have changedids fised klok
areas they are growing in with some general fertilisspringso perhaps | have been guilty of starving them.




Lilium mar tagon (abovg is also in flower as iRoscoea alpingbelow) which is faming a nice selseeded
colony in the same rock garden kaegithe Campanula cochidolia.



