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Corydalis flexuosa
Art in thegarden and the garden as Art ane and the santhingto me. Gardening is just another medium to
practise and express our creativity no matter whether it is a metal scutipawengs, paintingsr the layout and

planting up of the gardeall involve the creative procedwinging pleasure and frustian

in equal measure.

One thing being an
artist teaches you is not
only to look but also to
seewhat is before you

T that isto observe
carefully.

The majority of the
blue in both these
pictures comes from
the flowers of
Corydalis flexuosa
There were a nuber of
clones of this species
introduced which have
become established in
cultivationi | found
that some clones did
not persist in our
garden perhaps they
could not adapt to our
conditions but the one
pictured is very happy
and even seeds around.




Here te foreground is
dominated byCorydlais
flexousawith a similar taller
growing plant behind here the
differences are obviousaller
growing, paler leass, later
flowering are the most obvious.
It was by observation that | first
discoveredCcor ydal i s
Blu eséeded into the gravel area
shown belowand it was easy to
work outwhatthe parents were
Corydalis omiean§oreviously
confused with C. elata) and
Corydalis fexousa both of which
grew nearbyand the features of
the resulting plants were
intermediatédbetween the
parents.
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| wrote inBulb Log 26 2005The name x Craigton Blue refers to a group of seedlings that arose between Cory
elata(now omieanaand C. flexwsa.Some years agthere was a massive seed set on C. @hata omiean.

| sowed some seed in pots but most did not germinate so | spread the compost on th&gardajority of the
seedsadscattered themselvestime gravel area in front of the bed ahdt is wherd noticed plantsgerminating

- resulting in tle intial cropCorydalisx Craigton Bluel now know t hat C.e séiti@gsameg t
seeds most yeavgith theresultingoffspring showing slight variations from the original crossing.



http://www.srgc.org.uk/bulblog/log2005/290605/log.html
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Corydalis capitata has interesting features in that theep purpldlowersare bunched in a cluster or cap at the top
of the stenwhen they operThe stenthen s as the seed ripemsheseed capsuldsecomespaed out.
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This species
seems to be
very fertile
setting plenty of
seed most years
which results in
manyself-sown
seedlings
appearing
around this bd.
The one on the
left is typical of
Corydalis
capitata, the
seed parenbut

| started to
observe that
others were very
different.




The first most
obvious indicator
was thecolour of
the flowers had
changed and was
more to the blue
end of purple they
were also a bit
more spread out
than in C. capitata
and the foliage
also differed. Itis
clear that these
are hybrids with
Corydalis capitata
being the seed
parenti the

pollen parent
could be either
Corydalis
flexuosa or more

likely C.x ' '
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We have been watching these seedling for some years now noting both how well they grow and how decorati
they are resulting in us identifying this one as the best so far. | will lift some of thismpttwetlate summer to grow
on so we can further asses it for btitarate of increase artd confirm itsdecorative featuresfor now we call it
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Peter Korgavemea si mi |l ar pl ant t had meirheralemdddt ngCto ouns th show s
that they are significantly different in colour.
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pseudobarbisepla
before it disappears
completely under the
competition.
| will have to decide if |

I move the Corydalis or

| thin out some of the other
plants in this bed for
now | think I will move it
to one of the raised
humus beds where we
can better enjoy this
stunningly beautiful
plant.

The favoured spot to
relocate thisCorydalis
pseudobarbisepala is in
the same bed as we grow
someCorydalis
mucronipedla see below.




Corydalis mucronipetala
seedlings

. My favoured way of getting
' plants is from seedit is
- often the cheapest way to
get a quantity of planisa
., packet of seed often costing
. about the same as a single
QA | el e Se= ¢ plant would.

:31:,7 Fﬁn e | Goand 5 % You also then have the
2N 't,};\‘k-\(; S e - . advantage of having several
L0 - clones which in turn gives

us a better chance of getting
them to set seed. The
disadvantage is you have to
wait a bit longer, buying an

§ established plant is like

¥ ¥ buying time b
mind the waiti in fact a
large part of my pleasure
comesfrom watching the

. process from seed to
maturity. This pot of seed

} was sown in February 2013

iy and now it has the first
flower buds.




ripenswhich is what | do with our own seec
but when it comes from seed exchanges w
often do not get the seed until tledléwing
Februarysome six months or more after i
ripened.

The critical process for successful
germination depends on the storage.
Firstly theseed musbe kept moist stored

in justdamp sand works well. Secondly d
not plae the seedmmediatelyin a fridge-

it must have four to six weeks of ambient
temperatures to allow the seeds to contin
to mature- a process that continues after it
shed fom the plant.

To further speed the time between
germination and flowering | pot the |
seedlingon a month or two after they have:
germinated. | do this not by disturbing the |

illustrated. Make sure the seedlings are we;
watered and allowed to drain this ensures
that the compost will stay in plagéhen
tipped out of the padllowing you to drop it
into the space formed in the larger pot.




The v0|d IS eaS|Iy made usnag)otthe same sizas theseeqoot whichis then carefully removeﬁhgam the
compost must be well moistened and gently firneekave the voidWhy not justsow the seed ia bigger pot in
the first place? | have tried this and cannot explain precisely why but that does not work as well as this repott

procedure which seems to give the seedlings a real boost.

Gal ant hus OEI i capsbleeandseeddar ri sono
Because of the cold damp conditions at flowering time it has been a very poor year for bulbous seeds, espec
the bulb housek we have virtually no Naissus seed and very little seed on the spring Crocus ailhFRat
Outside plants have fared a bit better especially the ones that flowered during the brief better spells of weathe
had in April. We are please@#ltwabave &BafewsOB8P sa




Gal anthus OEIli zabet

| sayégairbbecause we got a few in
2012 as well.

Somecultivars anchybrids appear to be
sterile and never set seed while others cal
set seed but often the quaniitythe
capsulas much less thayou would get
in a species.

| carefully planted the three sedusf
way down in a 7cm seequbti this will be
left in a seed framepen to the weather
all year until it germinates then | will
move it under glass.

| ﬁév’é Fepotte theeseedling bulk, sownin 2012 for the first time thisyear- | doubt that they are big enough to
flower next year. Perhaps if | had moved them on using the same method | described above they would be
flowering sized by now. It is nice to see even young bulbs thatifiireg to divide and increasenow | just have

to wait to see if they retain that lovely yellow colouration of the seed parent.



| did some cross fertilisation between some of the better yellow snowdrops wethase seeds are from

Gal ant huse OWarribeutlisgdavith the pollen from one of Anne Wrightovely new Dyad Gold

serieswhich, as you can read on tlk@rum she has now named.
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http://www.srgc.net/forum/index.php?topic=13222.0
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As these pictures show there are no nice erect stems holding the fat seedpods that | like to see this year so |
have to settle for the vegetative increase by the bulbs.
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The weathewas very variable when sometbe later bulbs flowered and we evead a few nice days when the
Tecophilaea were in flower resulting in a few fat seedpods on the flowers that were lucky enough to mature o
good days.
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Tristagma lecihtlinii also flowers later and enjoyed some warm sunny dapdauks like a r
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Outside one of the major seasonal chamgesder wayas thedeciduoudeaf canop ps maki

feel both much more enclosed from above and divided into speazgswith its own different environment.




Summer
flowering bulbs
such aghis
Arisaemawhich
you can see
towards the
bottom left of the
above picture,
are bringing
interest

Vaccmlum florlbundum |n fuII flower is a wonderful S|ght asoreads omascadlng)ér our front dyke



