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Thefeedback that | have had since my recent musingsoughsboth here and on tigBC, has further reinforced
my belief in the attraction of this from of gardening. They seem to appeal right across the board from the your
the old appealing, to negardeners as well as experienced growers all want to try out this fraeating
landscapes and growing plants.
Asaresultlamagaind evot i ng this weekdés Bulb Log to | ookin
troughnot as a miniature garden but amiai environment, or more correctly a small landscape contaaing
numberof micro environments. A flat landscaped trough has but one aspecinding up and landscaping high
immediately expands that to multiple aspects.
Our troughs represent forty years and as a result display all stages of a trough from negdy folanature then
into old age and decline (much like the gardeners!). The oldest surviving trough plantings we have are establi
thirty years now but these are exceptigoirahically they are landscaped on the flat before | developed my
favoured sty¢ of building up, their success is down to the plants in ti@mn.are dominated by Dianthus alpinus
and small forms of Primula marginata, one has the addition of a tiny Hebe and the other has been colonised |
T sown Dactylorhiza along with Oxalis iatata. The third and oldest was orlglnally planted up with several

= saxifrages however
one,Saxifraga
cochlearis minqr
has completely
taken over
covering the entire
mete long trough.
Following on this
lesson from nature
| have planted up
some troughs with
justa single
species only to
watch other plants
choosing to be
included by sel
seeding iri often
growing through
each other forming
a community. This
showed me that if
create suitable
environments
plants will
establish
themselvesnd
this has beea
favouredmethodi
| first build a
landscape then
slowly introduce
plants usually as
small cuttings or
even seedhen
enjoy watching the
naturalprogress




Cmen{cotd fish ' tru Iadscaed with concrete. Cemeugttnmoulded srdboard oxes.
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Cemenicovered fish box volcanic rock.
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Cementcovered fish box troughs the one on the left Iandaped with broken cement and plaﬁsilver
saxifrage, the Orchid sowed itself. On the right an tideld planting between the small rounded granite stones ma
get rejuvenated or | may just sow some seeds and see what takes.
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Cement ‘trougmjll of Iris. | Polystyréne trough shared by Sanguinaﬁa canadense
and Galanthus nivalis.







I am still happy with this Iandscaplng but ghlanting is gettingired and | will re work |t preservmg the best of
What is there and mtroducmg a few newrpita

| reworked thisslab beda few years ago addlng broken concrete to the granlte to help ralsengmtlhmnd side.
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Polystyrene fish box covered in cement Walting to be Iansapé. Old trough we bou
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Indsapd ih rfinslates the other with broken concrete.
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Cement covered fish boxes, the left hand one was planted up using unrooted saxifrage cuttings over a year
other was planted recently using some saxifrage plants | bought.




Cementcovered polystyrene fISh boxes

Cemenicovered polystyrengstyrofoan) fish boxes.



