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The cool weather
continues to holdur
plants back
temperaturesra

2 degrees below the
seasonal average
flowers are slow in
opening leaving a gap
in our seasorHowever
this gives me time to
contemplate and
following on from last
weeld s Bu,J b L
showing how we like

to carpet the ground
with foliage now I will
show how the same
apples above our head.
| do not want to be the
tallest thing in a garden
| want to be hugged to
the ground by a canopy
of trees and shrubs.
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The colour and shape of the foliage in the trees and shrubs can contrast just as well as the ground hugging p
they change the environment by casting shadeviously we do not go for a completeerheactover as we do
with the ground level plants but ensure that some areas are open to the full light.




On a warm day

we canfeel a
distinct change

in themperature

as we walk
aroundour
gardenmoving

in and out of
shade- also it is
noticeale that

the humidity is
greater in the
shaded areas.

Just as with the
ground cover |
plants our aim is §
to mix foliage

types, colours, :
shape and form @
in the trees and 8
shrubs we use to ¥
bring varety and
interest.
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As well as the many shades of green the main colour variation is between the red and green leaved fornis of
the pinnate leaves of the Sorbus autatevariety. The emergence of the leaves forming a canopy has a great eff
on thefeel and look to our gardénin winter it can feel open and exposed above but once the deciduous canop
has fully emerged there is a feeling of being enclosed, covered by the multiple colours and shapes of the lea
which go through various stages frone tvery fresh young leaves to the brilliant colours many adopt in the autu




Last year | remember mentioning the abundance of Acer flowers on our trees which | suggested would lead t
of seed ad indeed as | am weeding around the graredsal am finding many seedlidgers. | will watch them

and lift them when | think they might be in the way and or liableetsteppedni then | will either plant them

into a suitable spot or pot them upithtlecide what to do with them. My trouble is that I love trees as much as |
do bulbs but | know they take up so much more space and | cannot keep them all.
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ouethyears now.

The majority of the
Rhododendrons we
grow are evergreen
helping to unify the
garden throughout the
year. As well as giving
structure thewlso
bring colour firstly
from their flowersthen
also from the new
emerging leaves.

Colourful bractslike
thesered ones on
Rhodbdendron
decorumprovide a
striking contrast with
their dark green leaves
and also with the red
leaved Acer that
towers above.
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This species igypically yellow hereis the lovelywhite form- Rhododendron wardii var puralbum.




Rhododendron fortune has largebeautifully scented flowers. Both these plants were growing under the five tr
we took down earlier in the yeandtheywere sifering frombeing inthe shad@ow they are the tallestitig in
this bedl hope they will grow better.
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The upper mosereIinthis scene is ddﬁated on theleft, bya red cr eedlinzg distant green Sorbus then
Acer pl at anoi dteesabein@ and tmtheriglaréone gréen Aers raised from seedhe next

leveldownis formed by some of the larger shrubs mostly Rigeddron with & plus mete high treePaeonia
lutea var ludlowiiright of centre.




= o
o X

- " 7 a ¥ 3
Soon i S TN - \ &

e LT . V7 5578 : P, P | ] \ 5
Megan andMolly look on in thiswider view showing how we use the space above the garden as well as on the
ground. Successive layers starting with the trees, then larger shrubs followed by smaller shrubs all of which
surrounded and under planted with the bulbs, herbaceous, etc.




Having this many
trees and shrubs
in our garden
doesrequire a lot
of management
and weregularly
thin out the
canopies finding a
balance between
giving a good tree
cover while still
allowing adequate
light through to
the plants below.
The pine in the
foreground was
raised, all the
lower branches
removed, just
over a year ago
opening up a
ol I, s : D, YA, planting

o i L e : RS o s SR e A opportunity below

andto help keep it compagat is candle pruned every year. You can see more on this in a Baderibg video

diary supplemenf you have not viewed it already.
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You may have spotted the blagCorydalis psedobarbisepalagroig fo the right of the pine in th previos
picture.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04wLtTAmzh0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=04wLtTAmzh0

Fritillaria pallidiflora

A few fritillaria are still in fower such as
Fritillaria pallidiflora which is now self
seeding around in the garden and Fritillaria
affinis, yellow form, which has never set
any seed for us but increases by gecain
bulbils that form on the new bulbs

Fritillaria affinis y ellow
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We should not forget the decoratiwaystht the trunks o trees and shrubs can be siseld agor framingviews -
the above picture features the decorative cinnamon rmqeeling bark of an Acer ggumframed bythetrunks

of a;?ododendm.
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Acer seedling f




Betula utilis var. jacquemontii Acer O0Osakazuki 0
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Primula pulverul enta

The bright
magenta
coloured
flowers on
white farina
covered stems
bring
additional
colour to the
front garden
with an Acer
griseum trunk
in the
background.



