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Lilium nepalense

The graceful arching stem
which in this case is fther
weighed down by
Tropaeolum speciosursg
topped off with the most
elegant funnel shaped
flower with recurved tips
reminding me of a classical
roof line on a Chinese
temple or palace.

The dramatic effect is
further enhanced if you tilt
the flower tosee the
stunning dark colour.
Gardeninglike life,
presents us with a series of
choices from these we
need to take decisions
which in turn are dependent
onthetime we haveandour
ability.

My way has always been to
observe, analyse and then
take the appropriate action
| do not always have the
time to takeaction alsoas
we get oldepur ability to
carry out the heavier work
diminishesi ironically at
the same timeur
knowledge and
understanding increases
Our latefriend and mentor

I love Lilium nepalense a dantwe
used to grow when we were first
creating new beds imé garden

thar bulbsenjoyed the freshly dug
organicrich conditions. They did

not always come up where expected
as they produce underground stems
that run around before isging up a
flower stem. As outrees and shrubs
became more established th&iots
prevented us digging in the annual
mulch from the compost heaps
which now had to be spread on the
surfaceandLilium nepalense
dwindled and disappeared. Last
autumn | took the opportunity of the
reworked front garden to plant some
bulbs into the humusah holedleft

by the removabf shrubroots

Harold Estemont used to tell us thgardenersieed two liféimes- one to learn and one to do.




I do not normally rept seedling bulbs in their first year after germinatipreferring to leave them until at least the
end of their scond year of growth however | did tip out this poAium platycaule. | took particuar notice of

the depththatthe bulbshad taken themselves down to, almost the bottom @dimedeepplasticpot, and replanted
them back at the same depiiteally | would like to repot all the bulb®very year but we grow so maimypots
that, alongwith all the other garden workcan no longemanagehem all.l try and work through systematically
so they get done perhaps every two or three yesosne of my special favourites will giavoured attention.

| believe it is the
falling temperatures
of Autumn that
triggers the bulbs
roots into growtrand
thetemperaturén

our bulb houséas
been kept relatively
high bya recent spell
of sunshingtoo high
for me towork in
during the daysol
have decided to
delay the watering
for about a week
giving me more time
to catch up

The majority of the
Fritillaria also seem
to root later than the
Narcissus so | rep
pot them last.




Meconopsis seedlings

We have to be proactive in our

decisiong | shaved these

Mecoropsis seedlingsvhich have

selfsown into the Erythronium

sand plungea few weeksgo

saying that | would not lift them &5

until the spring growth appeared

Many rock garden plants come

into growth and floweearly in the

year therto cope withhot dy

summer conditionthey gointo a  §
semidormant statethey then ok o Y
have a second period of growth oSN
the temperatures fall and autumn s :
rains come '

I have found that it iBest not to
disturbplants during the dry

period loweverthisy e aqod@ s

wet summer has resulted in flee
Meconopsiggrowingonvery well

so | havechosen to lift and replantjs

them into the garden now. :




| have planted £
out aroundL00
of these young \M
Meconopsis
both in the
front and back
garden.

So much of the ;2

work in the

garden is

seasonal

concentrated

into the

summerand

autumn

months With

the repotting

of the bulbs,

both under

glass and in the §

Erythronium

plunges, hedge K.

cutting, tree

prun|ng’ _ Al 7 A ‘ R ; A : 4 >
weeding, etcit can be difficult to get it all done so we have to decide wtashs can be left until Iater

/ - : A :
Growing so many trees means that we have to constantly reduce the canopy to allow us to have a healthy u

planting of shrubs and bulbs. The view from our swing seat allows me to plan what branchesriovil to
maintain an open canopyortunatelyl can do thigpruningany time before thetart of the spring growth.
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| can also sea group ofbonsai from the wing seabseihat they also need their summer trim and it is much
quicker and easier to deal with theseladdersor climbing involvedthan the trees in the garden.

g —

Molly gives you the scale ohis bonsai
which | tryto style to look like a mature
tree often using the large dBirch
growing next door as a reference.




| took action andtte tree is now clipped but | will
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Another obseration highlights one of the many ongoing tasks of trim Mhigamaecypar.i

G| o lsa gery good dwarf conifer for the rock garden but they can produce growth that is out of character. J
this cultivar was originallypropagatedrom an abnormatiwarfedgrowth appearing on a parent tieean also
producebranches that revetckto the larger growing parent as | have outlinethe picture

If you do not take
action and remove
thesestronger
growing brancks
theywill

eventually
domirate the
growth and you
will lose this lovely
dwarf form.

This plantis at
least thirty years
old and every year
as well as
removing any
abnormal growths
| give it a general
clip backin
summerto further
restrict its size.
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A polystyrene box covered in santhkes a suitable home for cuttingshave planted this one up with various
dwarf Salix cuttings that | rooted under the mist unit. You may think | have fergoty own advichereg by
leaving it as a flat landscadeut my intention with thiplantingis that thegrowth of thewillows will form the

heightas some will grow upwardshile others will form ground hugging mais/ing me theform that | want
There is one imposter thatnot a Salix, can you spot which one it is?
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Another group of plangsist out of the mistnit are theseuttingsof Celmisia argenteaandCelmisia sessiliflora

I have potted them on as | am et surein which trough or raised bed | will plant thefirhe cuttings were taken a
few months ago from the parent plants growing in troughs in our garden.
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While | have to
work at propagating
plants like taking
cuttings fom
Celmisig others do
it all themselves.

Saxifragabrunonis
producesnasses of
runners thatan
search out and
colonise nearby
troughs, sometimes
do help them find a
suitable home but
thosein this
Campanula trough
made it over from
the adjacent trough
all on their own.

Saxifraga brunonis




Slnce the frrst plantreached thrs trough it has also sent o'ut its many runners and as you can see they will roo
anywhere given the slrghtest encouragement such as in moss growmg on the I|mestone rock

Saxifr asediformis




Saxifragasediformisis closely related to the
previous species but it does not produce such stolon

The number of the rosettes on this plant has slowly
increased foning acluster and as with many
saxifrages the rosette that produces a flowers stem
dies off but new ones will form from the base.

We have flowered both of these species for a numbe
of years but disappointingly to date we have never
had any seed set.

We acquiredthem assmallplants so we have only a
single clone of each ammrhaps they are neelf-
compatibleneedng to be polinated from another
clone

This year amattemptingto get some seduly cross
pollinatingthe two species and ndvawait hopeful
of a few seeds it could make an interesting hybrid.




