Picturesandtext© lan Young

" cF

.




The onset ohutumnis hard to
ignorei for some it is a time
when the garein goes into a slow
shut dowrfor the winter months
but it need not be that way. At
first | wondered what there was in
the garden that | could photograph
and share with you thiseek.
Everywhere | looked | saw
chewed yellowing decaying leaves
- it was then tame to my senses
if | was interestd to see how the
leaves changéopefuly so will
you.
Since they emerged, young, fresh
and vigorous in the spring, the
leaveshave served their purpose
absorbing what sunshine we get
converting it into energy ithe
form of nutrients to botpower

2 WAt s the plantdégrowth and to lay
down a store to support the early spring growth of next season. While smtwmmay beshutting downtowards a
winter dormancyothers are just awakening to take advantage of the autummnureaisinvertingany sunshine we
may getbut, more importantly to the evolution of these autumn flowering bulbtargpwould be the late flying
pollinators such as hoverflies that appear in masses. Cyclamen are among the plants that flower in lateteum
autumn. he cover picture shows a silvieafed form ofCyclamen hederifoliumgrowing in perfect combination
with the pattened leaves oflepatica nobilisand yesthe artist within me cdd not resist adding some colour to
the title page by adding a coupleRifiododendroteaves that had taken on autumn colours and f_el_khamby
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As so much of the garden is coming towards the end of a seasonal cycle the Hukislaoet tostarttheirs.




The previous picture is of the-thaped sand plunge bed across the en
of a bulb housethis used to be for pots but more recently | have bee
planting bulbs and seed directly irttee sand. There are no labkéye

so we may not kne exactly what the plants are but the intention here
is just to enjoy and perhaps be surprised by what comes up.

After writing last weeks Bub Log the temperatures crashed and |
decided that | should not delay giving the fow§the autumn storms

any langer so the hose pipe came out.

| used a spray head to soak the sand in the plunge going over it ma
times allowing some time in between to allow the moisture to soak al

As | sprayed | was awarthat due to the water sprdjie temperature of the buhouse was dropping even lower
asit would bein the sand with the additiorf all that cold water. It is thdrop in temperature that first initiates the
bulbs roots to emergethe presence of moisture allows them to growrap
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As sprayed the sand some bulbs were ahedto the ped
the bulb back down.




Onto the bulthousei | estimate that | have {gotted less than half of the pts’this ysaul haveeeepning the
last few daysemoving as much as | can of ttieed remain® f | ast seasonds growth
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The danger with leaving these dried remains is when they absorb the moisture | am applyithget in- this in

itself would na be an issueui when the new growth emergasy grey moulds that form on the remains will cross
-infect the young leaves.

Aware thatit is at least one and perhaps two years since some of these pots were last replanteddieyvery

low in nutrients so | have decided to add a small sprinkle of a fine granule Grow More,.RPK/Fe fertiliseron

the top of each pofhinking back to the problem of poor root growth | noted in some of thehzaisdid tip out

this summet think theadditionof some low level nitrogen with the watering will help the formation of good root:
| collected a pinch of the pellets between my fingers scattering some on to each pot without any precise
measuremerit adding more or less depending on the size of thelpa.small container was filled to the bottom
of the ridge around the top and the drop that you see shows the amount that | used between both the bulb ha




3 >

| felt theywer well. soaked

Even then when | lifted o he plunge | could see that while the pot was heavy indicating it
well soaked the sand of the plunge below the pot still had dry areas.

| am determined not to repeat the mistake | made lastwhan Ifeel | did not ensure that théumges wee fully
soaked, so this year | am making sure to thoroughly soak everything. As long as you have good drainage bot
plunge and the potting mix you cannot over do the watering at this stage but you casoubded risk having dry
areas that will hinder the growth of a good root system.
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When | replaced the staging | built in a drainage system that allows me t@odtotcyclell the water that drains

from the plunge$ this not only helps consereer water but more importantly recycles any nutrients that are in
solution.
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water until | am sure that both the pottin mix and the sand plu

| continue to flood the pots using this recycled
are fully moist.

It is sometimes difficult to pick all the @d remains off the gravel before | water so | will continue removing it
overthe next few weeks as | watch for the first signs of new growth.
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In the garden thight cast by théow sunbrlngs drama in the form of highlights and shade to the aging foliage
with the moss capped antique stone mushroom adding some sculptural interest to the scene. Unlike the othe
greenery in this picturerhich is dying backhe moss will continue to grow taking advantage of the cooler moist
conditions of the autumn and winter monthgrowth onlystops in freezing conditions.




Moss grows on most of the rocks in our
garden eventually and this can be seen a
either an advantage or a nuisance.

It is a nuisance if you want to see the
fine rocks and if you leave the moss it
will eventually hide althe rock under its
green carpet.

The moss can be seen as an advantage
when it acts asrehospitable seed bed
such as you can see below where there
are both Cotoneaster and Sorbus
seedlings growingn this moist
environment.

If we did not interven¢he moss would enable a |
whole soil to form aided by the establishment of .= %
such trees and othelgmts that would grow upon
it.

| have used this as an advantage in other parts ¢
the garden, such as the moss covered rock islarg
with Pingui®la | showed irBub log 3315but in
this instance | have removed the trees giving me
somelovely seedlings oSorbus hupehensisto
pass on.



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2015Aug191439982011BULB_LOG_3315.pdf
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We can take some pleasure from obsertggcollapsing foliage d?odophyllum an
it is not wasted busimply retreating for the winter drawing unused nutrients to the underground storage ready

nexts e a sgoowth &ny remains will eventually find their way to ourmpost heap where they too will be
recycled back

onto the garden.

Looking
carefully we

can also see that
this is the time
for seed on
many plants.




Trillium kur abayashii, with its Ieavéé all but eaten away by slugs and srals a plump ripe seedpod.
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| used to collect all the seeds in our garden and sow it into pots but now | am much more likely to leave it to s

sow naturally or perhaps | will pluck a ripe calgsscattering the seeds somewhere else in the garden.
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Trillium sed caules do not open from the tthyey simply drop off and disintegrate on the groastdoth of
thesearein the process of doing heseeds have a treatéacourage ants or othieisectsto help disperse thenin
our cardenit is usuallywaspsthat 1y off with themhoweverthere seems to be a distinct lack of wasps$arthis
year.
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Chewing insectand moluscs also helpreak down faage
harder structural elements of tieaf.

Thesize of thes€ardiocrinium giganteum leavessuggest that this one will flower next year.




The tangledscramblingstems ofCorydalis davidii are stil topped bylong-spurredsharp yellow flowerdringing
some colour.

A volunteer plant oPseudofumaria luteaalso shines yello in the sunshine.
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So rather than disissing retreatengiumn leagswe shold look and enjoy th beautyof nature ad follow the

lesson of recycling anyremains or leaves removed will be added to the compost heaps and returned to the g
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As herbaceouteavesdecayin autumnsome plans likéhis Epimedium have harder leaves that will stay green all
through the winter until the new growth comes through then the old leaves change colour and. dibdbfuct
Colchicum flowers ae now appearing as they start tr@inualgrowthcycle.




Paeonia cambessedesieed pod

Rather tharviewing autumn as a time of die back wautd read it as a time of renewal as fihemp seedpodson
Paeonia cambessedeasairry the promise of new growtb comei gardening is a game phtienceaseven freshly

sown seed of this species will rmit up its first seed leaf until the second spring
Autumn isthe end of a growth cycle for maniaptsbut it is also the start of the seasonrfanybulbs and already

we have the firstew flowers on CrocusCachicumand Cyclameno enjoywith the promise of Narcissysining
them to give usflowering interest in the bulb houseal throughthe wintegé é ..



