


Erythronium dens-canis
This plunge basket of Erythronium denanis displays a wide rangéwariation in flower shape and colour as well
as flowering time the earliest to flower were the very dark ones | showed a few weeks ago and those are no
others arestill emerging.Theywas raised from our own garden seed iamglthis variation tat makes me so keen
on raising my plants from se&d much prefer these mixed plantings over a clonal gratgustfor the variations
but alsobecauseollination betweernmixed clones will always give a better chance of seed setting
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The extremes of those that are in flower just now range from the one on the left which is almost white, with ju
pink tint, to the darkerme on the right which is not as dark as those that flowered a few weeks ago.




The sequence of
images above
shaws the
variation in

petal shape and
colour as well
as the variations
in the markings
around the
central zone.

| haveloaded a
relatedBulb

Log Video
Diary.

Onthe leftis a
clonal groupof
Erythronium
denscanisand

| was attracted
by the backlight
shining through
the leavedike a
stained glass
window.



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqCBSgPebNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqCBSgPebNM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PqCBSgPebNM

Erythronium revolutum
Not all seed raised bulbs display suchodviousrange of variatiori this is a pot of second generation seedlings
the parents of which were from wild collectédythronium revolutunseed andgo farall the offspring retain the
paler kaves and pink flowers the parentd did take the time to pollinate these only within the original plants.
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Erythronium
6Craigton
Girl o

When you grow a lot
of Erythroniums in a
relatively small area,
as we do in our
garden, cross
pollination is
inevitable and as a
result many hybrids
appear one of the
best selections we
named OCr ai
Cover Girl
The willingness to
form clumps was one
of the reasons that we
named this forni

this group has formed
from a single bulb
planted five years

Erytr0|um plunge bd
The small Corydalis and Hepatica planting between the path and the plunge continues to improve and | am h
see many seeds, shed last year, are now germinating here.




Hepaticatransylvanica
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This plant brings
back fond memories
of the late David
Boyd who
generously gavas
this beautiful form.

Davidwas a great
grower who shared
both his knowledge
andhis plants
aroundand that
generosity waslso
displayed in the
legacy he left to the
SRGCwhichwill be
used to further share
knowledgeand love
of plants.




Hepatica
pyrenaica

Not all the
hepaticadorms
= and hybrids set
* seed but many
. like Hepatica
pyrenaicawill ,
. when
establishegdseed
around.

.

Allium and Peony Stems
We shouldappreciate our plants at every stage of gravatjust when they are in flowethese emerging stems are
everybit as decorative and interesting as the flowsr.the left is an Allium speciegised from seedvhich has
very hairy leavesit is growing in the bulb house and will flower for thiest time this yearOn the right is the very
colourful new growth oPaeonia cambessedesiithe rock garden bed




Thisis one of mangelfsownseedling from Paeonia lutea varludlowii that aregrowingall around thdarge
parentplant This one will flower for thefirst time but for now | can admire the beauty be teaves and flower
buds emerg from the budhen grow on to full size




Bulb House

Growth in the bulb house
looksvery lush now with th
majority of thebulbshaving
achievedfull leaf growth

The bulb house is beautifully
scentedy theflowers of
Corydalis nudicaulis which
will soon fade but then we will
enjoy the scent from the blue
Tecophilaeaflowers which
are juststartingto open
Theend wall is covered with
theclimbing Tropaeolum
tricolorum which will

produce a succession of
flowers for many weeks to
come

Narcissusconfususbulbs are
just cominginto flower while
Galanthus EA BowleHhas
been inflower for well over
seven weekalready




‘7cm pot plunge
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Feeding with Potassium supplemen

Now the bulbs have completed their laafl stengrowththey have no
further need for nitrogen dawill switch my feeding to a potassium
supplement this is themain nutrienthe plans needto form next seasais
flower budswhich will be forming nowasthe currentflowersare fading

| simply sprinkle a small amount of the white powdetodhe surface of
each pot then watdrthroughi if the bulbs stay in growth long enough |
will add a seond dose in arounidur to sixweek$time.




Beyondthelush
growth of the
bulb houseyou
can see that the
beds outside are
just as lush with
Corydalis
malkensisand
Corydalis
solidain full
glorious flower.




Corydalis malkensisand Corydalis solia
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A long time ago | used tcarefullycollectall the seeds froraur plants thersow them carefully in pots bas the
number of plants we had increaseer the years/e got more and morgeed and | discovered the easiest way was

to allow the plants toself-seed This could be seen as tla&y option oras | like to thinkthewisdom of a mature
gardenetearning fromnature
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All the plantsgroingin thegravelhself-seededcluding the ever exaiing cly of Narcissus

bulbocodium. See more in thisBulb Log Video Dairy Supplement Self Seeding.

Narcissus bulbocodium
We can all learn from nature and | will be givintp(kiin Na t-tt h e g ar d eon st thissuljjeat to the 0
SRGCEdinburgh & Lothians Rock Garden Groap7.30prmon Tuesday 12April -meetings aréeld at theRoyal
Botanic Garden Edinburgh (Entrance from Inverleith Row)



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf6uSi2cUuQ

Narcissus minor

While some of the Galanthus flowers are nmst,this one has just reached its peak of flongrin



