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Actaea rubra and
Hypericum androsaemum

We have been waiting for
summer to arrig and now at
last we are under the
influence of high pressure
and are enjoying a few days
of warm sunshine however
there is a distinty
autumnal feel. | notice this
especially in the early
mornings and evenings and
the plants coming into fruit
also confirmthat we are
moving out of summer. The
Hypericum is a volunteer
plant to our gardeand we
do allow it to remain at the
edge of the front drive. |
will remove the berries
before they shed their seeds
as we do not want it to take over. We did introduceadsctubra to the garderits shiny bright red berries are
probably its most decoratifeaturebut, as with the Hypericur have learned to enjoy the berries for a short
period removing them before thetart to falli this will be any day now. It is much less wodkgrevent them from
dispersing their seeds than it would be to have to remove all the resulting unwanted seedlings. Timely manag
of plants prevents them from becoming problems.

| was delighted to se&ctaea rubragrowing by a river irCordova on my recent visit to Alaskat reconfirmed my
pleasuren growing it.




Here some of
the Primulas
in the front
garden are
setting seed
which | will
scatter around
to encourage
colonies to
form - | will
also sow some
into a pot to
ensure that |
getmore
young plants
to keep the
populations

going.

When there is
plenty seed
and we have
good colonies
of a plantl

much r eplans toself-sow allthe
percentage of theelfsownseed that reaches maturity can be smbh#n compared to seed sown iptts where
the majority of them should reach maturiyhere | am trying t@nsure morglants | will also sow some jpots




The wonderful new foliabe thdodend on kureavii makes it WOrth its place in the garden.
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Every year without fail both of these sm econd flowering at this time ofiyear
Rhododendrosaluenseén particular has almost as many flowers now as it had in the spring.
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oRhododendron impeditum are grey green and covered in tiny pores which when rubbed
produce dovely spicy scent note also all the fat buds full of the clusters of small purple flowers that will appes

in the spring.
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The tig) leaves

Rhododendron

yakushimanum

Rhododendron

yakushimanunalso has _
lovely new foliage which is e
covered in thik white o) 3
indumentum. Theurry

indumentum slowly

but remans on the

underside of the leaves. In

this picture you can see the

different stages of growth

the branches that flowered

this spring and | dead

headed (removed the old

flowers to prevent seediipg

have still to produce their

new growth while the

branches that did not flowe

this year have new growths}

and next spri

buds. Depending on the season the stems that flowered do not always get a long enough growing season to
flower buds sdhis this species tends to have a gear flowering cyclen our garden.




The autumn
coloured foliage of
Corydalis

6Cr ai gt asn
it starsto die down
IS very attractive
this is the best time
to lift and divide
this type of
Corydalis- in
around a motm
they will start to
grow again
producing a dome
of new foliage
which stays green
throughout our
winters.In good
growing conditions
it quickly forms
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‘ A A ; gl ing o flower best if lifted
and split everyear
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This view from the East drive wheanother Hpericum IS i frith someof he Cyalisbehind it




| suggested that we have

not had much in the way o
goodsummer weather and

that is reflected ithe

growthof manyof the
plants.Thecool wet 3
conditions meathat many 4
plants are still in leaf like
theseCrocus pelistericus-

this species is in perpetual
growth in our gardenthe

new roots have already
formedbeforethis foliage e
eventually dies back as thefss
frosts come in. 5k
This also means that | have®s
now decied that | will not
be able to lift the
Erythroniumsthis yearas
many of them willalsobe
making roots that would be
damagedy handling.
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iacanadensisis another plant that in many gardens would be dormanbtw here it is still in leaf
even growing in this trough at the base of our south facing wall.
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It is very easy to walk around a garden and think there is nothing of interest ti 'seeay to lookout not see as
it is to listen and not hear, se& need to pay attention using our brains in conjunction with our eyes. | would
suggest that if you think thergnothing of interest you go back around again and see what is there. The variati

of shapes and colours of the foliage of the different plaittacted me to look closand take a picture
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Getting in close the white fruits and tiny leavesGaiultheria depressanovaezdandiae growing through the
leaves ofGaultheria pyroloides.
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You can see the two Gaultherias f thepieated bytheleaves ofAllium wallichii which is
seeding aroundnd will flower in the coming week#lso at the bottom lefthe silver leave®elmisia brevifolia is
taking over theslabpath.

t this imf year buth
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Cyclamenpurpurascensis the first to flower it is well worth getting down close so you can sampbeastiful
scent.
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In deg shade | found Cyclamen hederifolium flower stems emerging, also in theeprotwrvill see a seed capsule
(on the left) and a young one year tuber (centre) germinated from last years seed.




Cyclamen seeds take longer to ripen than any otheritiie garden this ripe seed capsule is the result of the

flowers from nearly a year ago. A slug is attracted to the sticky substance surrounding the seeds.

In the shaded part of the rock gardentibautiful silver patterneldaves oHepatica pyrenaicabring interest here
they arebeing joined by somselfi sown Meconopsis.



