


Thisweelb s Bul b L espayshasingaomp of the higlglhts from my trip to Alaska.

On July 3| flew from Aberdeen, transferred in Iceland, amiyinto Anchorage wherefter passing through
border contrgll caughtanother flight down to Cordov®uring that flight somemountain topsappeare@dbove the
cloud

Indepeneénce
Day, the 4
July, was my
first full day
in Cordbva
where | was
staying with
Clay, who is
Mayor of
Cordova,and
Lila Koplin.
Many of you
will know
Clay from the
forum.

It seemed like
the whole
townwas out
enjoying the
fun and
games in the
main street
with races
and games
for children
of all ages
followed by a masfeebarbequevhere the main dish was saimdonated by the local cannersalmonand
halibutfishing dominate théocal economy.
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Mayor Clay Koplin standing on a Iarge plastlc flsh b(g;xves hlsspeeb
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Later in the afternoon we took a hike up to Crater Ltakengtwo hoursof hard wlkirg to reach this high level

lake and as we climbed we passed through a nuailiascinding habitats, such as rain &st before we reached
thealpinezone around the lake.
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All the way p wesnaclkedon a variety ofdeliciousberriesincluding SalmonberriesRubus spectabil)s




Aquilegia
formosa

| wasattracted
by the brght
scarletand
yellow flowers
of Aquilegia
formosawhich
jumped out from
the lush green
rain forest
undergrowth

Lysichiton americanus
The massive leaves bf/sichiton americanubormed dense colonies down the water courses showing why this

plant can become some invasive.




things were not exactly clear

We were now in the clouds hichprevented me fromseeing any of the landsoapeéthe lake never mind the
views beyond



Fritillaria
camschatensis

Here | saw a
bulb, Fritillaria
camschatensis,
very familiar to
me from our
gardenin the
wild for the first
time. The main
flowering of this
speciesvas over
but in the cool
conditions at
this elevation
there were a few
still in flower.

Anemone narcissiflora
While the low cloudspoiled my viewthe high moisture levels explainedw the florawas so lush.




| was very take hich depite a number of suggestions | am still not sure of the
specific namei it does seem likely to b@astillejaparviflora.

o g s

Castilleja parviflora ?




ess which again was mostly past flowering with just a few

late flowers still in bloomBelow aDodecatheonand aSaxifra ga showing the fascinating habitat.




Clay beside m ancientree sculpted by the harsh conditions
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Yellow and white species &pirantheswere thriving in the wet condins.

One of the many highlights ampdobablythe most scenic sight w&heridarglacier




Sheridan glacier, Cordova Alaska




Everything about
the glacier was
fascinating and
beautiful,
especiallythe
reflections where
it merged into
the water.

Even the dirty
peaks of ice
covered in
groundrock dust
andsitting in the
water clouded by
mudwere
stunning.
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Fritillaria camschatensis seed pods
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While the most spectacular sight in this wateradowwascurrentlythe Spiranthesthe large seed heads of

Fritillaria camschatensis suggest it was equally beautiful when they were in bloom



