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Allium prattii ,
photographed before
| left for Alaskg was
in full flower-when |
returnedwo weeks
later| find that most
of the flowers have
pastand the seed is
starting to form
When you are in the
garden every day
changes seem slow
and many go
unnoticed however
being away for two
weeks | see an
incredibleamount of
change fuelledby the
warmth and plenty
moisture. Allium
prattii seeds gently
around which |
encourage as é&dds
to thenatural feel

seek to achieverou can also see the many ripe seed pods of Erythroniums which are also left to sluentieis

naturally.

The majority of the
plants in our garden
arrived as seeds and
many, mosthjbulbous,
typeswe starédout in
pots. This is another
Allium, this one came
as seedrom Turkey, it
flowered for the first

time this year but | still =+

do not know the
species. It has hairy
leaves ands probably
a bit tall to grow in
pots but | am not sure
if it will be fully hardy
in our garden itis
not the cold of winter
that | fear but our wet
summersthese sethe
death of more plants
and bulbs which have
evolvedto survive hot
dry summer
conditions.One of the

-

advantages of growing

from seed is that we
will normally have a
number ofbulbs

allowing us to tryat leasbne outside to test its tolerance of our conditions.
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Corydalis pseudobarbisepala seed

Itcan betrickycollectig Corydali s seed bec au-soeeminttethey seemaupready tce
give up their precious contents then the next the capsule sptitsling like a spring scattering the seeds. | check
them regularly by rubbing my hand up the steniciwltan trigger the release of ripe pads try to catchany seeds
releasedl could remove the pods before they have sprung and open them manaoedhgstingly they lose the
recoil spring once removed from the plant and | have to split the capsules. Tl 5ee before the capsules open
T or | should say it is ready to be parted from the parent. The ripening process continues within the seed for 4
weeksafter it is shed whicks why you should never place freshly collected bulbous seeds in a fridge where the
cool tenperatures would slow or stop the ripening process. Corydalis seed is best sown immediately which is
| have done.
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After | showed the Trillium with an old tea bager the capsul® catchthe seeds on a recedilb Logcover
picture my kind friend Christine Boulby, took pity on me and sent angift of some very nice little bags which are
perfect for collecting the seeds.
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Narcissus bulbs

T R R S S\ W i sl i &

My intention on arriving back home was to immediately start into lifting and replanting all the Erythronium plur
baskets but unfortunately the weathes mt been playing its part aach dayheavy rain showers kiamade the
baskets too wet to handle easily. | do hope, weather piergnith get into them this week but fehatwith the wet
conditions roots may already be $tag to form so for now | am working through the pots of bulbs under glass.

| spent years playing with potting
mixes trying to get the perfect
formula for the bulbs and our
growing conditions before arriving at
a formula of roughly equal parts of
gravel loam and leaf mould that

mix worked well until | ran out of
loamso Isimply replaced the loam
part with sharp sand. The pot of
Narcissus bulbs above were small
spare small offsets | was left with
last year sthaving no potting mix
ready Itipped them into a pot of
shap sand and added a bit of bone
meal. They have had the same
additionalfeeding regime as the
other potsaand as you can see they
have grown perfectly well which confirms my belief that gardeners are more concerned about potting medium
than the plants afieas long as the basic balance between drainage and moisture retention al@oseany
potting mix formulawill do.



Narcissus
bulbs

| have
replanted the
largest of
thesebulbs
back into the
same sharp
sandto which
| have added a
sprinkling of
bone meal
and | will
continue to
assess their
progress.
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‘Tropaeolum tricolorum
Sometimes you knodom the distortion of the plastic pot that your bulbs have growniwelk incredible how
many individual tubers were in this gothere is no way | could get them all back in.
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Tropaeolum tricolorum
I have selected avieto show how they increase by forming chains of offsets connected by a thimttrosome
tubers being roughly spherical others form amazing free form elongated sley@eyg single oneno matter what
size will produce a flowering plant next year.

Asphodelus acaulis
Tipping off the gravel tofaressing reveals how | plant Asphodelus acaukgaving the top well clear of the potting
mix to prevent rotting around the growth budsu can seés beautiful flowers irBulb Log 1713
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The fat storage roots need to be
handled carefully to avoid
breaking them off and as you
look carefully you will notice

the dried remains of lagte a r ¢
rootscan be seealusteedin

the middle of thef new roots.

| carefully remove these qld
now-deadroots shown on the
right of this pictureto prevent
them from rotting which could =
pass orio and damage the new
growth.

| also cut back thdried-out
remains of the leaves which
reveals the growthuus.

Then | replant the roots filling
the pots with potting mix so it
comes just below the point
where theaootsjoin together :
then top off with a deep layer #*
of gravel. B

The potting mix
will come up to
just below the step |

rim of this pot.
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Ornit hogalum pyrenaicum
| love handling bulbsl often say that nature hides the most interegtangsof these plants undergrounthis is the
first time | have repotted this pot 0Ornithogalum pyrenaicursince | sowed the seeds in 2Q1the elongated
shape othe young bulbs indicates to me that they are looking to be planted deeper than they are.
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On thé left is th'eis'éued 'pdt with the potting mix re'moveddto reveal the cluster of bulbs alr;iost at the bottom of 1
7cmpot, as they want more depth | willpetthem into a deeper version where | hope they will be happg. red
line indicates the depth they were at and the depth | have planted them in the new deeper pot.



One of my pot
this type of association.

Geranium
sanguineum

The first flowers
that greeted me
as | arrived
home were of
Geranium
sanguirum
growing in our
front drives.




Drive-way

Every single plant in our drivevays was grown initiayl by me scattering seeds then allowing them tosssfl
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The drives are at the peak of the summer display and draw much atfemtiareighbours angassersy,
interestingly the Geranium has a very efficient catapult action thatshihevwseeds somastiance and we see plants

have established in our adjacent neighbours.
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Front gardn
Every time | visit wild habitats it reinforces my desire to continue with this wild naturalistic style of planting wh
many plants form a supportive commurBgmeplants are better at seeding around than others and we sometim

do cut off the seed heads of any that would te
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nd to dominate and take over.
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Podophyl l um | eaves,
colours and shapes.




Similar scenes can be seen in the back garden

Dactylorhiza seed around the garden many appearing in troughs liké thiethés time of year this is one of my
favourite troughsagain | see it is if a small part of nature hadnbléeed and placed in the simple concrete trough.



