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Betwee earfriends to staytime is short this we ctorial
survey of some of the troughs and slab bedhay start to get some colour after the long wet winter.
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Many saxifragesthat have grown wethroughour colder winterseven to the extent of being totally enclosed in
ice, havesuffered varying degrees of die back froor excessivelywet winter. Despite excéént drainage many

rosettegottedwhile in someextremecases the rootso rotted awayThe survivors are now making new growth

and | hope for a good recovery




This is our minihosta
troughwhich wasone of
a number of matching
planters webought at a
closing down salsome
35 years agadn the early
spiing | lifted and split
the plants tepace them
out better.
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A grouping oftroughsaround the North West slab bsido lan
new ways of growig plants andiew every trough as an experiment in creatimgiai habitat




Hingnoticed hovplants like to root into moss, | wondered if they would do the same with a rsas
am trying to see if the rs of Androsace studiosorum will root into thisyreassrage.
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Some troughs have@mostplanted themselvesAntennaria dioicas the only one planted all theDactylorhiza,
ferns and grasses have seeded int@tivirconmenforming a very naturalooking habitat.




A few weeks back | showed picture of metimg back
parts of this compaajrowing Primula marginata now
you can see above that new growths are forming on th
cut off stems also all the cuttings that | made from the

material | removedhavenow raotedinto the box of
sharp sand that | simply kept moist, shaded with an
occasional mist from a hand sprayEnese cuttings are
now ready to be plaetl out or potted on.
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This trough is more of propagat
lastyear, ratedin the mist unithenplanted out in autummhey are all growing so well that | have beéirtg

cuttings from these young plarged thesdéave also now formed roots and are ready to be pottedmrtiie mist
unit.
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An ds with troughs grouped around them, you cam pkat of
longifoli a flowering on the top of the neareaisedbed.
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chlds‘ardDactonrhizapurpuréla the taller ones are seedlings that have obvioly hybridised.
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This t ugh was Inted with a single form of Seagh andover the years other plants have tried venin’i
mostl corsidered tdoe weeds anbdave removedtyut careful observation will show some very welcome- self
seeders




Dactylrhiza purpurella

Troughs



