


On the 3% Januray 2003 | wrote and
uploaded the frisBulb Log Diaryi
my intention was to do this for one
year however that year has turned
into fourteen and this week | reach a
milestone with this beinBulb Log
700. It was never my intention for the
Bulb Log to last this long and that is
where youdear readergontribute
because it is your encouragement anc
responses that have given me the
incentiveto carry on for this long.
Through the years | have shared my
pleasures, frustrations, successes ant
failures in these pagéssome weeks
| wonder what | can photograph and
write about then | apply my simple
formula of recording exactly what in
: : the garden igviting my interest or
giving me pleasuré sometlmes my attention drlfts outS|de the gara‘m pcture from one of the bulbhouses
shows that | have started the repotting eatlys is because | have so much to replksttveen the pots in the three
bulbhouses plus all the Erythronium basketsand plungesall of whichshouldbe done this year. Wlei on the
subject of Erythroniuni | am working on the final edit of the chapters of Erythroniums in Cultivatioan | have
time butfor nowthis has to take a back seat to the more pressing seasonal tasks that face me over the next fe
months. Regular eaders will know that | am an artist as well as a gardener and that | treat the garden just like
other medium | work in so the garden to me is one of my art warnkiact it is a bit like an exhibition full of lots
of artworksthat can be viewed in ifion but also combine to form an attractive and cohesive whole. Recording
the garden photographically allows us to focus in on details as well as pullingback anddaptg t he 61
the gadeni | think there is a tendency to concentrate @ndlose up recording the detail of a flower or a plant

ignoring the context of how it combines with its neighbours in the garden and I try hard to record both.

Meconopsis cambrical'some now call iPapaver cambricufnut | am sticking with the nameam familiar with
and Tulipa sprengerii. These two images show tflewersbutdo not showhow they work in thevider garden.



http://www.srgc.org.uk/bulblog/020103/log.html

Meconopsis
cambricais among
the many fants that
seed freely around
our gardenwheter
they are dbwed to
grow where they
seed is our decision
Many are left to
growwhere they
seedbecause they
bring colourafter

the main growth of
thespringbulbs
mostof which are
now retreating P
undergound for the [§&
summerHere | use
the trunks of a shrub
to frame the image &2
acommon way to §
allude to depth in a
two dimensional
image.
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Zooming in on asubje from a distaneenga Ing focal setting often gives a more pl
picturethan taking a siitar view closein, using a wide angle setting.
Here you caralsoseesome Ayuilegia in flower aotherof theplants we allow to self seed.
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Zooming out from the same position this pictur adds more context as we see better how this groub of plants

with its surroundingdlt is always worth taking a number of pictures gsitifferent focal lengths and settinigs
show both the detail and the contelsto remembering to also use both landscape and portrait formats.

Previously when
using slide film | took
great care in deciding
which picture to take
because each one cost
memoneyi now
with digital
photography it is the
oppositethe more
pictures you takéhe
cheaper each image
becomedecause
once you have bought
the camera and
memory card there
are no further costs.
Despitehavingtwo
digital SLRs | still
use my compact
Canon PowerShot
SX210IS for all the
images you sekit is
always in my pocket.

; B — ! : : ‘ ' Moving to the front

garden | use a low branch of a Sorbus as a framing device to add foreground and help the illusion of depth.
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Both this and the previous picture give impressiohthe front garden wheiur intention is to create ttieel of a
natural planting with carpets of plants
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P < record wide
imagesto set a
scenesuch as
those aboveas
well as moving
in to record some
details such as
this colour
harmony
between
Primula
japonica and
Dicentra
formosa.




Galium odoratum and Trillium kur abayashiiwith its now welichewed leaves. As gardéners'we should learn tc

tolerate chewed leave® a degregafter all that isexactly what happens in natuaed by this time ithe season the
leaves of the trilliums are starting to turn as they slowly retreat underground for summgn fidnsnd youis
exactly the stage of growth when | would lift and split any trillitsaeBulb Log 221 3for my explanation

| also believe in
allowing the

leaves of bulbs

to die back
naturally, like

these yellowing
Colchicum

leaves, this

allows the bulbs

to store

maximum

nutrients and for &
flower buds to

form.

| see this as a
natural part of :
the season to be £ &
enjoyed as muchjse=s
as the flowers ¥
which will

appear in late
Augusti
September.



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2013May291369829577BULB_LOG_2213.pdf

Gardens are
always a work
in progress,
and here is a
spot where
e ENTXC B ' <\ ™y spring bulbs
: ‘*7 : “,:,‘;’ ¥ ) T # , : such as
bio g AN s s R RSSO P Corydalis,
- Ty 2 DA 50 6 v R T W 9 1 Anemone,
Crocus and
Galanthus
flowered-
now | need to
work out
plants that
will grow in
harmony
addingsome
interest at this
time and this
picture will
actas a
¥ reminder.
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As the leaves of the early bulbs yeIIo énd die
Uvulariaare takingheir turn in the limeght.
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My pleasure
o N - from the garden
v W ol BT s greatly
0 o 7 WS "SR RSNl extended by
Lo ARl S § taking

photographs a
process that sees
me continually
looking for
differentangles,
views and
combinations of
the same group
of plants. Above
is a view up the
path towards a
large planting of
Corydalis
0Craigton
| just moved
slightly to my
right to take the
nextshot(left)
using a branch of
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pink and white.
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n éWlde range colours fratmostblackthroughpurple, blue,
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Celmisia semicordatain front
changes witlCory d a |
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This closer image show3orydalis flexuosatowards the front with the brighter sky blflewersof Corydalis
6Cr ai gt behindBl ueo
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e original area where | discovered the hyBad/ d i 0 Cii the lgrge iB fu
replanted last summeryou will find this plant grows best if lifted and split every few yea




View towards the pond.



