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The front cover shows a group of Dactylorhiza that have self-seeded - obviously they have hybridised as they are 

taller than the more compact Dactylorhiza purpurella which can be seen see behind. 
 

  
 

 

As you can see 

above there is 

significant variation 

even within this 

group of three 

hybrids. It was my 

original thought to 

remove the taller 

forms from the slab 

bed and just leave 

the shorter ones but 

now I am not sure 

so for now they will 

remain there. 

 

In the foreground 

you will see one of 

the troughs, grouped 

around the slab bed, 

is full of the easily 

grown Erinus 

alpinus. 

These were all 

established by 

simply scattering 

the seeds on to the trough and waiting ï now they are allowed to self-seed so there are plants of all ages from full 

flowering mature plants to germinating seedlings. 



 
Towards the front is the silver saxifrage trough into which the Dactylorhiza purpurella  seeded ï here they remain 

short with many more seedling leaves appearing though the rosettes of the saxifrage.  

 

 
Dactylorhiza purpurella  is a native and can be seen growing in many locations around Aberdeen - from a few 

individual specimens I spotted growing in the grass at our local Medical Centre to this expansive colony in a field a 

few miles to the west. 



 
There are literally thousands of them growing in the wetter areas of this field the majority are Dactylorhiza 

purpurella but we did find one Dactylorhiza maculata. 

  

  
                        Dactylorhiza purpurella                                                   Dactylorhiza maculata  



 
Dactylorhiza purpurella  can also be found at the seaside by the mouth of the River Dee, the entrance to Aberdeen 

harbour. 

 
A few weeks ago I was complaining the garden was very dry and I had to water some new plantings and troughs 

however since then we have had almost a week of constant rain and wind which has both helped and battered the 

garden. You can see the damage of constant rain in the flowers of this pink form of Ramonda myconii. 



 
 

 

Molly helps be 

assess the damage 

caused to the plants 

by the wind and 

rain. The damage is 

mostly to the taller 

flower stems of 

Aquilegia and 

Camassia which 

have been battered 

flat. This is 

superficial damage 

and my 

disappointment of 

not having a longer 

sunny dry period to 

enjoy these flowers 

is put into 

perspective by the 

long term benefit of 

the plants having a 

good supply of 

moisture. 

 

 

 



 

Rhododendron 

leaves  
 

 

 

 

Many 

Rhododendrons 

are considered 

óevergreenô 

which means 

they are never 

without leaves - 

it does not mean 

that the leaves 

last for ever. 

The leaves of 

different species 

(and hybrids) 

last for different 

periods but they 

all eventually 

turn yellow and 

fall off.  

 

 

 

 

  
Some, such as Rhododendron decorum, have leaves that last one year - in this picture you can see last yearôs leaves 

already starting to turn as the new growth leaves emerge. Others have leaves that will last two years - whichever 

cycle they follow the new leaves grow before older ones are dropped as a result  these shrubs are never without 

leaves. Now Azalea has been sunk into óRhododendronô we have to remember that many of them are deciduous. 



 
Rhododendron 

 
Rhododendron ponticum 



 
Yellow flowers of Laburnum, cinnamon peeling bark of Acer griseum and Rhododendron ponticum. 

 



 
The cool wet weather means that many Celmisia grow very well in our garden. 

 



 
Celmisia walkerii 

 

 
Celmisia spectabilis 



 
Celmisia semicordata seedling with a yellow flowered form of Roscoea cauteloides. 

 



 
Corydalis óCraigton Blueô has been knocked sideways by the wind but the colour and the scent are still lovely. 

 

My single box 

of Corydalis 

óCraigton 

Purpleô is also 

still flowering 

and growing 

well ï I intend 

to split this as 

soon as the 

main growth is 

over to 

maximise the 

rate of increase. 

There are 

several similar 

hybrids in the 

garden but this 

is my confirmed 

favourite 

because of the 

clean colour of 

purple, the 

number of 

flowers and the 

way they are 

displayed above the foliage. 


