


The number of
hellebores wgrow
increaseyear by year
- having originaly
planted out some
attractive forms we
now allow them to
self-seedandit is
fascinating to see the
variations in the
seedlings as tlye
come into flower.
Helleboredit in well
with the early
flowering bulbs
forming somevery
attractivecolour
combinatiors.

In the foreground isra
early flowering
Erythronium citrinum
hybrid whose flowers
have a distinct green
colour mimiking
those of some
hellebore.

flower for us this year here theycreate arattractive scene with Ganthus, Hellebars and Corydalis.




More hellebores
seedhg around
below the bonsai
standsalong
with Leucojum
flowers that are
starting to go
over and the
bright pink
Coryddis solida
forms growing in
boxes beside the
slab bed.

Now the Eranthis §

hyemalis flowers
are over the
foliage starts to
grow strongly
and seed will be
forming.
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Bulb bed

The bulb bed changes daily as leaf growth on the @nlohincreases and the Fritillaria impeirsastems rise up.
Not all the Fritillaria imperiak will flower this year it can take them two or three years to build back up to
flowering size again. To supplement the feedind encourage them to grow baoklowering sizd scattered a
small amount of an NPK-7-7 Growmnore fertiliser when the growth first appeatkdn! will add some potassium
P R R T e . g==e in around a monis
: time.

The degree of
overlap betweethe
flowering periodsof
different genera
varies from ar to
year- this year
many snowdrops
are still in good
flower as the
Corydalis solida
andwhite
Corydalis
malkensisapproach
their peak.

See more colours of
Corydalis in a new
Bulb Log Video
Diary Supplement



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JSAVkMem7I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3JSAVkMem7I
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Erythronium tuolumnense, Corydal i s dl&weragigthegat frafe.
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frame was thé&rythronium pot framéut | needed more space for mesh baskets and less for pots hence the ch
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Erythrdnium dens canis white form




This view lo e Heaica orydali plar,lhe patht the rrium pI
rock garden bed backing on to thawill not be long before the Erythroniums are in full and glorious flower agai
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hin the Hatica and Cordalis since | showed them last week.




standing question
about whether you
should remove the old
leaves from Hepatica
and if so when is the
best time to do it.

| am guided by the
condition of the
leaves- if the leaves
start showing obvious
signs of dying back |
will remove them
otherwise leave
them through the
winter removingthem
before the flower
budsstart to extend

| could not bring
myself to remove the
lovely shiry green

leaves from these plan{$hy are growmg in qwte deep shade under Iarge Rhododvmdnrd the leaves have

provided winter interest.

Hepatica pink form
Now the flowers loolgoodnestled among thglossygreen leaves.
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A chance piring of Crocus tommasinianus and Crocus heufflianuﬁowering in an old nelected tugh- | did
not plant them so they must have seeddulin rather like this naturalistic look.
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A mixture of Crocus, mostlformsof Crocus tommasinianus and vernus, ativgn from seed simply scatteredto
the gravel of the driveway.




Once the first
seedlings started to
flower | encourage
them to selseed
and sahe display
will grow.

A yellow Crocus
chrysanthus hybrid
brings additional
colour and is
forming a nice
clump.

All the plants in our §
gravel drivavays
were introduced by
simply scattering
seed.




Artists are trained teeenegative space, that n objects, an
reflect that with the planted central gravel area between the concrete slabs above and the reverse below with
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ath bounded by planted beds on either side.
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Heloniopsisacutifolia BSWJ 218 and Heloniopsis orientalis

A few years ago |
opened up an area
under a dwarf pine
when | removed all
the lower brancheis
this gave me an
interesting mini
habitat to plant into
and among the plants
doing well there are
these Hadniopsis

Heloniopsis
orientalis




Eranthis and Galanthus with the red flowering Rhododendron thomsonii in the background

few days they seem to become a bit more resilient to the wind.

Rhododendron
thomsonii is
always among the
first to flower in
our garden and
this year it is
looking
magnificent,
hanging heavy
with flower.

Most years we get
strong winds as
the flowers start to
emerge which
results in the
majority of the
flowers being
blown off but that
had not happened
this year. It is just
as the flowers first
emerge from the
bud that the
petiole seems
fragile ater they
have been out a



