


This week | was greatly saddened by the news that Leonard Cohen had Hdad enjoyed and been inspired by
his songs sice 1968 when his first LP was releaskds still in our collection todagnd two weeks ago | bought
and have been | istenhxlaptrdleasedé You Want |t Darkero
We are all a lot older now but my interests in Art, Music and Plants has remainedeasince then. In 2014 my
old school held a 45 reunion of my year leaving school. On the way to the reunion | diverted into HMV where
bought two recently released CDO0Os and sl ipped th
old schobbuilding I reflectedorwa |l ki ng down t hat same drive all th
struck me was the two CDOs 4&r bhiostgdt a svecoranm Gopenfandia f ¢
Robert Plant.

To me gardening and art areeoand the same thingheyshae a similar proceswith the main difference being

the garden is in a constant statélat with the seasonal changes gidnt growth When | make an astork | take
inspiration from what | see aroungethen try and capture my impression of é&xperiencaising a wide range of
materials often found andecycled Thisweelés cover is an experimental mixed media work using leafmould as
one of the material® which | try and create and expression of the gardieis is alsowvhat | do in the garden
where | try and capture moments from naturé tf@eve inspired md.often make mistakes in nart works some of
thesel maylike and choose to leayethers Iscrub out or work overesulting in a work that has multiple layers
with traces of the earlier marlsd this is exactly the same process thuat through in the gardefhrough the

years my art has been moulded and refined as my knowledge and understandisglgétiie and materials
develops just as in the garden.

At the moment | am reworking and revising townterpret! |
what | like in nature and how | use it in the garden and many of the pithisegeekare from that talk.

In the mid 1976s the garden looked very different to hawobks nowfor a start we were still growiniguit and
vegetablesn a sectioned off area at teeutherrend. Hee | am aroud this time ofyearburning some of thdebris
ard you will notice that in those daysvitas spaniels that we kept agge
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This old view from a back
window shows the early layout
of the garden wh thefruit and
vegetable section to thepo
with some ofour early attempts
at rock gardenspaced in the
grassi canyou spot Magdt
The large hedge to the right
separateds from our
neighboués garderwhichyou
just get a glimpse of in the top
right of the picture showing just
baredugearth thatvasthe
extent of their gardenno
plants. In 1985 we bought the
house next doaandremoved
the hedgedoubling the size of
ourgarden By then we were
startingto gain knowledgend
an understanding ¢fow we
wanted our garden to evolve.

Below is a similar view of the
garden in around 198xith the
hedge removed and all the hard
landscapinglone.




It is commonlywritten and said that a lawn essentiain a garden taset off the plans- | disagree lawn grassis
the mostoringplantin the gardenvhich requiresthe most amount of worlo maintain it.




For yeérsl\/l
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aggi spent hours mowing the grass and cutting the addgsve decided it was not necessanje
lifted all the grasand replaced it with gravel.
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These twicturesshow how the plants have populated the gravel and | leave it to you
lawn or the moreecentversion.
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The development amalterationan the garden are driven by two ki&agctors first my changing knowledge and
experienceand secondly the growth of the plants especthlhy ofthe larger trees and shrulddy early plantings
of the slab beds and troughs were based on what | read in books and jourttatsuight the years | have
increasinty taken my lessons fromatureas | try and createorenaturalistic plantings and habitatsthegarden.
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Notice howl have usedhelandscapindo create elghm tIntiga
in the earliest version thegiting stopped and inch or two below tbp edge.




These are the very first fish box troughs thad¢velopedn the 198@sto enable me to put on a display of troghs 2
the annual gardening show in Aberdéahetheme of these troughs was Scottish native plants in hahbitaive is
the seaside one and below a woodland edge planting.




Later versions included this one planted with silver foliage plants from New Zéaitihd/ere planting this today
| would be creating more height in tl@dscaping
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Some years adt maklng he trough | got vsi New Zealand and see the real thing. |



