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The content of th8ulb Logis basel on what is interesting me in the garden that wemkw we are well into
autumnthe sun does not climb so high in the slence itcads a low light across the gard#rat will pick out

certain detail$ike a spot light That is exactly what attracted me to take the picture above where a rather mund:
subject has been elevated by the spotlight effect lighting up the now fading Sanguinaria leaves.

It got me thinking that this is exactly the sort of attraction that draws insects towards safholtbey can see a

much widerange ofwavelength of light than we na there is alséthe added incentive that a tasty treat awaits the
attention while my reward is purely visual.




Crocus nudiflorus
The sole purpose of the flowers@focus nudiflorusseen here in its typical purple form and a number of white
forms, & to attract a pollinatoAs an adaptation to achieve cross pollination from another diergigma is
usually receptive before the flowssown pollen isexposed howeverthe stigmaemains receptive for the age of

the flower as it is better to be s@lbllinatedthan notat all. Most seedlings raised from a white form will be purple
but | find a small percentage of seedlings will also be white.

This is one of our
own white seedlings
which has fulley
more rounded petals
than 0600r | act
Themulti branched
stigma make it
almost impossible
for an insect to enter
the flower without
making contact the
ripe anthers sit just
below the stigma.

It is interesting to
speculate why some
Crocus species
flower in autumn and
| suspect it is to take
advantage of the
many insects that
appear at this time of
year in combination
with there being less
competition as many
more plants flower in
the spring.
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After a night of wind and rain you can see how susceptible the flowers betngknocked oversomething that
used to upset me mottean it does now. | understand that the flower only needs to be open for a short time to g
pollinated andt may be possible that fertilisation can still occur when the flower has fallen over.

With fewerflowering plants around their flowers must shing like beacons to the flying inseét$ have seen
bees, wasps and hoverflies all being attracted

Ll

42D “( .t v

Colchicum flowers are also susceptible to being knocked over by wind and rain balsth@yntinue to open in
the sunshine even when lying on the round.




Thesegroups of wide
opencolchicum flowers
mustmake a huge target
for pollinating insects
This is a group of
Colchicumbulbs that for
many years | have been
growing in polystyrene
boxes allowing me to
replant and split them
every year to speethe
rate of increase.

Colchicum
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Crinodendron hookerianum
We nearly always get a few out of season flowers on Crinodendron hookerianum so we can have both flower
ripe seed pods at the same time.

Crinodendron hookerianum seed pod and flower.
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me more inspiration. as I"watchedahgin Iigt from théow sun pickin




Dactylorhiza stemwith seed

A stem with multipleflowers, like these Dactylorhia
orchids brings another great survival advantage. As th
flowers open wer a long period the plant is not relying
on suitable weather conditions on oméwo days. On
the left you can see the difference between the fat ripe
capsules full of seed, mostigwards the bottom and
top and the shrivelled empty remains of the ones in the
middle of the spike which were not successfully
fertilised. This reflects our weather conditions when th
plant was flowering the flowers open from the
bottom to the top so éhconditions were good when the
first flowers opened hence the ripe seedhen turned
unfavourablgwet and cold asremember) so the
middle flowers were not fertilised, then the weather
improved aghe flowers at the top of the spike opened.
Last yea we had very little seed set on the
Dactylorhiza but this year we have abo@0Opercent
set. It is easy to collect the seed onto a sheet of paper
see belowyhere you can see how fine if @most
dustlike, enabling it tobe blown long distances on the
wind, its main méhod of distribution. | have tried
sowing it in seed pots many times withouy @niccess
T you need laboratortype conditions to get
germinatiorhoweverwe do find seedlings appearing
around the garden mostly in places that are not

S disturbed or cultivated
Gathering seeds and scattering them across the troughse@saesuledin manyplants.
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Dactylorhiza seed.



This rock garden bed is full of seffown plants including thieleconopsiswhich | leave toselfseedand so
continue the process of spreadingpwards the front is aow merging tangle dfvo species oRoscoeavhich
originally planted out antlave beerselfseedingor a number of years

Roscoea alpina Roscoea scillifolia
Roscoea scillifolia and Roscoea alpina-selédn with eachotherbuttheyare easily distinguished bbth
flowering ime and seed timd@he seed capsules of Roscoea alpina always remain down in the leaves while thc
Roscoea scillifolia extend on a stem.
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Every plant in our drive way beds was introduced by scattering seed directly onto the gravel and now they co

the process by seffeeding.
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One of the plants i&eranium sanguireum which has a very efficient method of ensuring the seed isldistd
away from the parent.
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Geranium sanguireum seed capsule.

Each flower has up to fiveeeds held at the base of the capsule as the seed pod ripens it driedtoen,bkel an
ancienttrebuchetthe seed is catapultdy the springloadedactionwhich formsthe top part of the vessel.



Strawberries
also have an
efficient seed
dispersal
adaptation using
birds etc, to eat
and drop the
seeds over an
extended area.

This plant
seeded into the
gapbetweerthe
slabs at the base
of our swing
seat and
provides us wh
tasty treats.

Corydalis mucronipetala seedlings
Earlierin the summet collected quitea lot of seed from our plants of Corydalis mucroral@etyou will remember
| used a wee bag to catch the sesch | sowedimmediately. | must say | am slightly surprised that it has
germinated as | thought it would need a cold period to stimulateirggion but obviously this is not the case. |
now have the problem of growing these seedlings big enough before the onset of winter. | will feed them regu
with dilute tomato fertiliser and take them under glass when it turns ¢oltigrand keep them actively growing
for as long as possibl®ly biggest challege to keeping them gnang will be the lack of light as our days shorten.



All these plant seedd

Cyclamen hederifolium.
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Cyclamen hederifolium album with Celmisia spectabilis.

Pseudofumaria alba ad luteaghave both selseeded into this narrow south facing bed where we groW'BJIBs the
need some warmfhit is the hottesdriest bed we have. The scarlet flower&éapeirousia laxahave survived in
this bed for many years | am not sure that the bulbbardy but it sustains itself by seléeding around.




Pentaglottissempervirens
There are some plants that volunteethe garden without any help from us these beautiful blue flowers are one
such plant.

Pentaglottis
sempervirenss
often
considered a
weed andvhile
| would not
encourage it by
allowing it to
seedaround
without some
controli | will
removethe
flower stens
before seed is
released | am
happy to have
its blue flowers
and pickly
foliage bring
some interest to
this bedwhile
the majority of
the plarts have
finished for the
season.

Pentaglottissempervirens




I do encouragéhis lovely gras$-estuca glaucéao seed
ve some plants growing.
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at alluntil the flowers stem started to elongate then they leaees ravaged by snails and slugs.




Self-seeding is also encouraged in and around the troughsan choose if we leave the plants or not. The
strawberry plant is allowed to stay so we can enjoy the tiny but very flavoufaditae

Crocus vallicolais a very welcome volunteat the edge of this trough



