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Bulb fovdast week thait is hard

Inverewe GardemearPoolewewhere | was taking part in their first Erythronium Festival.
her plantless showythat has linked all my activitighis week whichs growving in one of
M Ly o 70 BB the raised
i MO R g% slab beds
shown above
Not my pet
Dandelion
(Taraxacum
officinale)
but the small
white
flowered
plant in the
other ked- it
is Cochlearia
of which
there are a
number of
species found
in Scotland
but the main
ones | see are
Cochleaia

. * officinalis
b and

Cochlearia danica shown here growing on the shore at Poolewgét in front of the cottage that | was staying in.



https://www.visitscotland.com/info/see-do/inverewe-garden-and-estate-p255481
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The row of cottages are part of thea t i o n a | verefveBstat@nd the ieal had Homthe
windows must be one of tHeest in Scotland.
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As s0on as Iwas rppd off



http://www.nts.org.uk/Visit/Inverewe/

Cochlearia
danica and
Armeria
maritima
growing &
one cushion
complete
with sea
weed There
were masses
of this
charming
plant
growing just
above the
high tiddine
and | spent a
happy hour
in the

evening
sunshine
botanising
my way to
the local
hotel bar.




As | walked | had
to cross the
bridge over the
River EweThe
river charges
angily througha £
shortrock gorge
before flowing :
into the (for now) &
calm waters of
Loch Ewe.

L el A
Garden Peninsula across the bay.
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River Eweviewed from the bridgeooking tOV\;ardsthe Inverewe
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Inverewe Garden photographed from Poolewe across the bay of Loch Ewe. You can make outdtaetenefithe
artbglasshouses and the walled garden in the distance.

The viewtowards the row of cottages and Poolewe tatkerrm above the WaIIed garden whrwas dug into the
hillside in the nineteenth centuty provide furthe shelter from the fierce winds




A short walk into thé0 acres of garden | was gr
which were seeding around ada area below giant trees andront of someDicksonia antarctica. A few yellow

Eryt hr oni wamla écieeng of &rail@ria meleagrisveregreatlyoutnumbered by the incredible display
of thousands of Erythronium revolutum.

Inverewe garden was
created from a
baren windswept
peninsula in thed"
centuy when the
visionary Osgood
Mackenzie planted
thousands of trees to
provide shelter from
the strong Atlantic
winds that batter the
west of Scotland.

The New Zealand
bed planted with lots
of Celmisia
spectabilisis one of
the first you will
encounter on your
right as you enter the
garden it must be a
picture when the
white daisies are in
full bloom.
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eetedtbg plant | was there welebrate a mass of Erythronium




Once | got over
the sight of this
mass planting |
started to study
the flowers and
found that every
single one had
pale pollen a the
anthers. We do
grow aform like
this but by far the
majority of this
species that |
have seen has
golden yellow
pollen. There
was no exception
to the pale
anthersacross the
many extensive
plantings | found
through this
wonderful
garden.

Erythroniu m revolutum at Inverewe

Erythronium revolutum showsthe more familiar pollen colour in our garden



The next excitement camehen Iquickly spotted a pure white flower, then another, and another, and another
examination they were all white forms of Emghium revolutunof which | have only ever seen one other exampils
I a seedling in our own garden. Just a few of the white forms looked to be incit®ainging clumps and | hope
that the gardeners will pay these close attention and work to encourage theredseaumbers

Erythronium revolutum white forms




While | found a few
white clones that ;
were forming clumps g8
| also found some
areas where there
werea higher
percentage of white
seedlings within that (¥
local populatiori it |
would also be worth
collectingand
sowing theseeds
from these whites as
that may also give
rise to more whites.

| suspect that the teng
of thousands of
Erythronium
revolutum | saw at
Inverewe all arose
from one
introduction that has
seeded around for
many yearshence thg all have inherited thpale pollerthis would also explaithe lack of darker pinkowered
formswithin the population.



Erythronium revolutu m

Back at home
we have more
variation in
the shades of
pink among
our
Erythronium
revolutum
because we
have had seed
from many
wild sources
In all the
thousands |
have raised
we have just a
single white
form that is
showing no
inclination to
increase.

The white
flowers in the
foreground
are E
oregonum.



