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A garden without flowerseednot
bea garderdevoid ofcolour or
interest There is a tenden@mong
gardenerso think of plants
primarily by the flowerand in some
cases they are correct to do so but
flowers are short lived s@e ako
need to consider the foliaged
some plants do not have flowers
Our garden starts to bloom in
February with the flower power
graduallybuilding up to a
crescendf colour inmid-April to
May thenour herbaceouperennials
start to add theicolourful flowers
but by midJuly flowering is less
abundant in or garderso | need to
look deeper to appreciate what a
fascinatingmass of shape foriand
colourthere is tdbeenjoyedand |
need look no further than the ferns
| raised manyof the original onefrom spores aftebeing taughhow todo soin a workshopgivenby Willie
Duncanwho hadbrought abig blackplastic bag full ofrondsto demonstrate thdifferenttypes and specieéfter
the workshop he gave me the bag and said now you know geiron with it So | followed his instructiongvith
great succedsowever Ido not knowmany ofther namesl planted the ferns | raiseatoundthe gardenvhere they
made themselves at home with new ones appearing all the time.




It is worth turning over the leaves to check the underside of the fern leaves for the decoratjesranaand
colours of the sori contaiimy the sporesWillie taught me to lay the spore biggy frond onto a sheet @fhite
paper spore side dowrand after a while the spork=ave their pattern on the pajleese can then be sown.

The pictureon the
previous pagshows
a group ofvolunteer
ferns growing beside &
our bird bath lifting
thefrondsof the
larger onewhich |
think is a form of
Dryopteris,reveals
the mass and
variation of
Asplenium
scolopendriumfrom
the narrow crinkly
edged forms tthe  §
moretypical broader |
more snooth edged
ones shown in the
next picture.
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Blechnum penna marina
For a small ferrBlechnum penna mariraan cover a lot of ground as it spreadsibgergroundtolons; we need
to beware that it does not take over
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While some fé~r.ns pfaduce spores on the back 6f the fronds others producé ‘spi'albmc&he small brown
uprightgrowthsare the fruitingronds ofBlechnum penna marirend below you can see thprightcentral
growths which arehe spore bearing fronds bfatteuccia struthiopteris

Matteuccia
struthiopteris, the
shuttlecock fern, also
spreads by stolons as
well as spores so will
create coloniesf
spaced out plants.
These are easily
controlled by pulling
out the thick black
stolonswhen the new
small plantlet appears.




Not everything that lookske a fern is a feri | include Polemonium and Sorbus leaves in this group of ferns to

show he similar nature of the leaves

The way ve use ferns in the
garden is tdnelp bind and
link everything together so
the eye can relate the typical
fern foliage with that of
Polemonium and Sorbus

as shownn the pictre on
theleft, c omagarison ofthe
leaf structue of
Gymnocarpium dryopteris
with Geranium and Dicentra
leaves all of which we
would describe as being
dernliked The generic name
of Pteridophyllum
racemosunshown below
refers directly to its
similarity to ferns

Pteridophyllum racemosum
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| have been cutting back the Rhododendrons and ot
that | open up the view into the compost area with all its clutter of limes wondering whatdouldplant to
screen the work ardaut leave the bed open for Erythronium and Trilliums and sed heoved some of the ferns
overi in time they will grow andorm a naturakcreen
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Ferns can grow in
such awide range of
habitatsthat you will
always fird one to
suit your needs
thislarge evergreen
fern is very happy
growing in deep
shade at the base of
a large
Rhododendron and |
am making use of
these properties to
solve a problem
across the other side
of the garden.
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re desirable than others.




Dicentra ées are similar.

Three different ferns.
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Not everytiing that lo
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If you aIIow natresome freedomractlve plantlngsrwll appealthh ferns and other plants seedmg |nto
communities it is then your decision what you will allow to stay and what has termeved| very much adhere
to the description that a weed isngily a plant in the wrong placi does not mean the planttatally unwelcome
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By creating many habitats in the garden we have plentppbrtunitiedor plants tosel-sowand it is in the gravel
areas that we have the maseedingto do, sometimes the plants are transplanted elsewheathausdo end up

in the compost heaps. There is a right and a wrong way to pull out & wedle left | am pulling straight up

thisis wrong the correct way is shown on the right where | am pulling the plant sideways across the ground. |
makes common sense when you think about it pulling upwgodsare workingagainstthe force ofall the roots

together but by pulling sideways you are pulling on them bit by bit and you are much more likely to get the pl
out complete.
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Treeseedlings are among the most commweed$in the garderand this year there amasse®f birch seedlings
- if we stoppedveeding the garden would turn intal@rsewoodlandwithin around ten years.
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While the birch seedlings have to tenovedor the last fewyears Ihave been leaving this Acer seedlingil it
was big enough to be moved to a permanent planting $pacenow big enough so | will move it soon.



All these are plants in the wrong place but | am sure most of you woulzhll the Hellebore seedlings weeals,
the Meconopsis in the picture below.



