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Veratrum fimbriatum - fully described inRG
As well as enjoying common plansomeof which areregularlydescribedas weedswe are continually tryingut
newplantsespeciallyones that will extend the flowering seadoinging something different into theagden and
the CalifornianendemicVeratrum fimbriatunticks both those boxes. Theavily fringedflowersare indeed
fimbriate livingup to the specific namé has proved hardipr thefour yearswe havegrownit althoughit hasnot
experienced a cold wintgetand this is the second year of flowering. As you can see the leavesSaerially
popular with the snails but it is only as the flower stem rises that they attaakathemplantgrowingin the back
gardenshown belowhas not beeforagedyet
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Veratrum fimbriatum


http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2015Feb261424987169IRG62.pdf

While listeningto theradio | heard
them speaking about the garden
avinding down for the wintedi it
IS my opinion thaanyonewho
thinks that gardening is nédr
twelve monthf the year is not a
real gardenerGardening is an
endless cycle and it is difficult to
find a startindiinishing point to
the growing yegrhowever | have
no cbubts that in our garden
September ithe starting point
Theyellowing Trillium leaves
which are now feeding the snails
have served theannualpurpose
of feeding the planfThe leaves
havesupporedthe flowers which
in turn have beersuccessfuy
pollinated resultingn a fat seed
podfull of seedi in additiona fat
undergroundudfrom whichnext
seasofs growthwill emergehasgrown The seed is now ready for sowing which is the start of the
growth/gardeningprocessand will result ina whole batch of new plantBreviously | would hae sown all the seed
carefully into pots buttahislaterstage in our gardening lileam happy to just scatter the seeds in areas where |
would be happy to have more Trilliums in due course.




Meconopsis baileyi £SEA
has been described S
as beig

monocarpic and if

you are growing in

a hot dry garden
that may well be the (s
case but in our

garden it isstrongly
perennial

As theflower stems ripensheddingher seedsit will die backhowever if the
summergrowingconditionsremaincool and mast a number of new growths will
form aroundthe basetheseappear asew leaves while thiéowers fade

| will scattera smallamount of NPK 77-7 fertiliser as this new growth appedrs
ensurea strong growth

Having collected the seedsdrefully remove the old stemslimit the chance of
rotin our damp winteraffecting the dormant buds.




The Mconois on theock garderar alltidied up now to allow the new grothl flourish before tey retreat
undergroundor the winteri thesewill provide next seasan flowers All these Meconopsiself-seedednto the
rock garden bedh process whickiou will observecontinues into the Erythronium plungad adjacerniveds. In the

springit is the turn of the smaller bulbs, Crocus, Narcisgado flower inthis rock garderbed at which time there
areno signs of the Meconopsis beitigere Some aitumnflowering Crocus and Colchicuarestartingto appear
and will soonflower around theeMeconopsis

The dried leaves

of Colchicum
agrippinumlying

on the groundre
currentlytheonly  ENGEES
evidence that they SRS
are there but this £

will changewhen Fu
the flowers appear sess
inafewwe e k s B
time. S
Once more this

bed isalsofull of

spring flowering

plants which are

currently

underground

allowing the

autumn growing

plants such as

Eucomis bicolor

to share the same

space




Having
grown in our
garden for
over thirty
years
Eucomis
bicolor has
provenlong
time hardy
howeverwe
have lost
Plantingsof
Eucomis
autumnalis
so this one is
kept in a pot
which spends
the winter
dried out
under glass

Eucomis
autumnalis




Thefirst of the Colchicums are coming into flower now adding colour to the whdse much of theurrounding
foliage havingserved its seasonal purppsenowdying backi it is importanto remembethat theColchicum
leaves will follow in thespringso take this into accoumthen plantinghem- this is no excuse not to grow them.




Colchicums"growing hppily at he s of a Rhodoen‘dron.

e bed in fhe fayeound so it is time to cut
back the Aquilegia and other foliage so we can enjoy the Colchicum flowers when they appear.
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revent aéain next year, hdbcutback







We raised th€lemats climbing over our swing sebm seed collected by the late Alastair K&dvie on one of
his many Himalayan adventuregverywinter | cut it right back to the stem and it puts on all ¢svthand

covers itself in flowersAs we sit in the seat we aserenadetly the buzz of the many befeeding fromthe
thousands of flowers.




The view from the swing seat reminds me that this is the start of the year as | see the rlpe seed capsules bur
open on thé®actylorhiza stems
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Unless you hav&aboratoryconditions to germinate the seeshlggesthat you do as I dewhich is togathersome
of capsulesnd scatter thmasses oflustlike seed around troughs and such places that will not be disturbed or
cultivated for a few year3 here isevery chancaew plants will appear.




Fritillaria pallidiflora seedcapsuleripe and ready to spill its contengother indication that this is time to sow
it.

Two of the thresegmentshow the neat rows of pedity stacked seed waiting to be blown on the wordert to
the Seed ExchangeMost of theseed capsules of tikeitillaria we grow in theopengarden areipe now and this is
the perfect time to sow the seedsamtrasthe seed from the ones we gramwthe bulbhousesipened some
months ago so we stored it dry in paper bags and will sow it now to be watered at the start of September.



Roscoea alpina

Roscoea alpina

Rosceaalpina
seed is also being
shedi | will

allow someof
thisto sow
around the pard
plantsomel have
gathered and
scattered in other
beds where |
would like this
plant.



