


The freezing weatheontinuego
preventme from working in the garden
so this week | decided to bring together
some picturesf partof the garden that
attracts a lot of interestour driveway
planting.lt was over thirty years ago
when | was down on my hands and
knees weeding the gravel areas betwee
the slabs of our drive, a task | had been
doing for years, that it suddenly dawned
on me that this is a gravel bed why were
we not using 2

On the left is ar neighbour&drive and
the pictures below are of our drive
through the yeair | know which |

prefer

As it was almost impossible to dig holes
to plant into the gravel layer | decided to
use the easy method of scattering seeds
which i s nattngand s

as long as you are patieittworks. There are many types of plants you could use and our selection was based

interest as we caso| started to scatter seed of someha bulbsand other plants that would extend the flowering

season.
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Forms ad
hybrids of
Crocus
chrysanthus
vernusand
tommasinianus
are allgrowing
well providing
early flowering.

Crocustommasinianusand vernus.
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ranthis fgnalis hasnow started flowering

to addto the earlycolour.
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The growth
picks up speed
nd intensity

towards the
middle of April
when many
more bulbous
genera make an
appearance as
you will see in
the picture
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As well as tle
different types
of Narcissus
look carefully at
the picture
above and you
will see masses
of young
growth all of
which will add
to the colour
when theyreach
flowering sizein
years to come.

Erythronium
revolutum is an
ideal subject and
has been
flowering and
seeding hee for
ten or more
years.

Also from

eed arBlarcissus bulbocodi

um amarcissus pallidiflorus




Snow is never
far away in the
early part of the
year but these
are all hardy
plants evolved
to cope with this
weather and
once the snow
goes and the sun
comes out the
Erythroniums
open their
flowers.




The Narcissus on top of th were planted there as bulbs lthe plan
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Fritillaria melegris i
We needed to find a plant that would work to fill the gap in flowering between thebato/and the Geranium
sanguinem which you will notice is just starting to come into leaf below the Fritillaria.

Phyteuma spicata
has proved an ideal
companion

planting coming
into growth just as
the flowering of

the bulbs ha
peakedand before
the Geanium gets

going
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Phyteuma sbicata

For a while

the

Phyteuma

spicata

dominate

the planting

their

flowers

providing

both the

interest we

want and a

source of

food for the
constant

flight of

bees that

visit them.

When the

flower

spikes tim
brownwe
take hold of &
themand [

pull them o
off with a PR o : '

sharp sidevays tug which removes them right down to the grodrids does not seem to harm them at all as every
year we get more flowers.







By July he
planting is at its
most colourful
with the
Geranium in
full flower.

| only ever
scattered seeds
on the gravel
between the
slabs but the
explosive
nature of the
seed apsule
ejectsseedsa
fair distance
allowing them
to establish
along the wall,
some even
ended up over
the hedge and
now flower in
the nei g
garden.



