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It seems appropriate that the first of the Snowdrops to floweur garder{anearly form ofGalanthuslwesii |
think) should feature on the cover of the first Bulb Log for 2017. | am often asked how much time it takes me"
write a log- my routine is to try and have taken sufficient photographs over the weekend, sorhetilinesrk on
them, selecting and resizing, on the Sunday if the weather i batithat is the task for Monday. As | work
throughthe pictures | try and develop a thread to follow and may start to draft out the text. On Tuesday | like t
finish the witing and layout so that on Wednesdagrningl can read it throughgaini then if | am happy it is
over to Maggifor a quickcheckof my spellingthen around midiay on Wednesday | upload it to the sitkere are
periods of the year whenete is so much of interest to record that | may take in excess of 300 pictures-ahveeek
task then is to whittle them down to about the 30 images | will include. Then there are times like now when nc
much has changed over the week so | have to searsbrething of interes$ttimes like these are good for me as
it teaches me to look carefully around the garden and appreciate what we still havevimterid
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R PRI & 4/ another year | wonder

] ' - F=F what variations to the
annual cycle of
seasons and gnah |
will observe and it
struck me that the one
thing thatis always
going to be different
Is that | have learned
from the experiences
and lessons dhe
previous year and as a
result this gardener
matures as the garden
matures.
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I am immedately
struck with how
advanced the growth
of many plants is this
yearso there is an
urgencyfor meto get
the beds tidied and the
mulch applied before
the early bulbous
plants are too
advanced.

In the top picture
there are some very
prominent Galanthus
shoots and if you look
to the right you will
see lots of tiny bent
shoots also emerging.

The lower picture
shows some of the
many equally
advanced shoots of
Leucojum vernum.
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The weather is swingi ysnowand ice the next
the experience of working outside without a jac
snow.

| take my cue for when to
remove | ast
from thehellebores from
the plantsso as soon as | §
see the new growths
pushing through It

away the old growth. If
you look down from

above you will observe
that the old leaves fall

if you wish, leavethe

leaves to die back i
naturlly over the coming = 4%,
months as the new -
growths take over but as 1%
have other bulbs planted %
around this bed | remove
them now.
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With the old leaves removeld new growths and surrounding plantings will get plentigbt, also you will see
belowthat I havestarted taspread a mulch across this bed.
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N O AR/ .y Another becheeds tiging and
w:‘:"‘ ;1?:3\_‘ ok P T ; § awaits my attention. | cut this
'. \A "@? ‘Z‘ -\\ AR e Rhododendron makoi back
‘j‘(v P b % AP JUMEER. © % quite severely as it had spread
o Srantel B > 7 over more of the ground than we
were prepared to allow. When |
took all the Fritillariaout of pots
and planted them directly into
the sand plunge of the bulb
house | spreadome ofthe old
potting mix here and you will
also see a pile of shredded
prunngs.
One of the things | am learning
as | mature is how to minimise
my labour and so when | have
been doing the winter shredding
instead of carting all the
shreddings off to the compost
area | have simply piled them in
appropriate places on the beds.
Theshreddingsvill soon
compost down enough to be
used as a mulco inlate in
January or in Februatywill just
rake them out across the beds saving all the effort of carting the material to and from the bheaysiEhis is

only suitable for the winter pruning when the growth in the beds has retreated underground.
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| made thi ;5i|e of sreddings alia month ago and it is now redy to be raedéut.

soft Celmisia leavewhich remaingreenfor well over a year before they eventually die baglou an see the
oldest leaves lying on the ground below are turning yeowwill removethem, on the right is anotheelkebore
plant.




Here again arbellebore leavewhich | will soonremoveto make way for the nespringgrowths Thisform of
Cyclamen hederifoliunhaslovely silver-grey leaveswhich emerged a few months agjter the flowerand will
add decoration until next summer.

Tempted out by the
mild weather we
have a few
Hepatica flowers
taking their chances
well ahead of the
main flowering
which will occu in

a few moths time.




When the weather swings back to winter | can r
not so advanced.
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Narcissus seed
sownaround 3
to 4cms deem
late summer is
germinating
nicely andwhile
it is growingit
is imporant tha
| keep it both
watered and &
during the
milder periods
| feed by
adding a small
amount, around
Y to Y4 of the
recommended
dose, of liquid
tomato type
fertiliser every
time | water.

| do the same
for all the bulbs
in growth.




Eranthis pinnatifida

The Eranthis
pinnatifida
growing in an
open frame
came into
growth early
this seasorso |
moved them
under glass
where the
flowers would
not be adversely
affected by the
weather or eaten
by slugs.

Two seedling
Narcissus show
the variations
that appear
when | sow our
own seed.
Hybridising is
inevitable when
growing as
many of this
group in close
proximity as we
do, even the hybrids hybridise so the parentage of many of these can be quite complex.




| particulaty like the one
on the l€t above and
shown again here, with a
full frilled pure white
coronail itis not

dissimilar to the one |
selected and named
0Craigton Ch
some years ago.

Below the first flower on
Narci ssus 06C

Choriisjuser 06
opening.
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Above and below are two views to show the progress of the flowering in the santhédidst flowers that opened
are just starting to go over but there are plenty more buds coming along so be prepared for lots more images
Narcissus in the coming weeks.
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The tree bark is there all year round but becomes more noticeable in the winter when there isat#gsdisim
the foliage and flowershow good are you at recognising the tree from its bark? Answers below.







