


Lilium mackliniae

Lilium mackliniaewas
the first lily | raised

from seed and to this
day it remains one of my
favourite lilies.

It is said that it is not a
long lived bulb so |
collect and sow some
seed most years and we
see someariationin the
seedlings some like
this one have multiple
flowers while other have
but a single flower as in
the group in the picture
below.

Some bulbs only last a
few yearsoften lost to
virus infectionsbut we
alsohave groups of
bulbs still going after
twenty five years.




Lilium mackliniae Nagaland form.




Nomocharis

It is hard not to fall in

love with Nomocharis,
with that irresistible

colour combination of
white pink and
blackcurranprovenso
popular inErythronium,
Hepatica, Hellebore,
Paeonia and any mber

of other geera

This is another often
short lived lily which is
also very susceptible to F&=
virusand | try and raise §#
seedlings every year, &
sadly over the last few
years we have had no
seed set so | musty

and get hold of some
fresh seeds.

Nomocharis
One of the rasonsapart from the weathdhat | have not had a seed set is that many of the flowers do not hav
style, as on the right hand flower, whether it does not formfonals or falls off lam not sure but it does make the
flower incapable of being fertilised.




Trillium hibbersonii

When the seeds of
Trillium hibbersonii are
ripe the whole capsule
breaksawayfrom the
leafthenfalls to the
ground to shed the seeds
T in the wild they are
distributed by insects
attracted to the sweet
elaiosomesttached to
the seed.

When the seed of
Trillium rivale is ripe the
capsule simply
disintegrates to shed the
seeds which abhave the
elaiosomeso attract
insects.

As there are no ants in
our gardent is up to us
to gather and distribute
the seeds or else they just
germinate in clusters
around the parent plant.
| sow Trillium seeds
when | collect them.
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Corydalis mucronopetala flowers at the same time
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When hese seed pods open the two sides violently curl tightly towards the blitemspring flinging the seeds
out- so you have to be vigilant if you want toleat the seeds.




Jeffersonia dubia seed capsules
A number of years ago | got some seeds of Jeffersamiattom a kind frend and they flowered for the first time
last yeabut | wasdisappointed thahey set no seed. This year | was determinedttsegs so | carefully cross
pollinated the flowers between the different seedlings over several days and | have been rewarded by a num|
seed capsules. This is the first time we have set seed on this plant so | am fascinated to see thebapgings
that it has avraparound capsule with a small flap that peels backhed the seeahen it is ripel have also sown
theseseedsas a gener al rule | sow most of the 6édwoodl a

TheJeffersoniadubia flowers earlier in the season.
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Jeffersonia cubia

A few years back another kind friend sent us a root of the pink fo@amjuinaria canadensignd as always it
was my aim to get seeds fromRtowers pictured twelve weeks ago at the beginning of April.




Sanguinaria canadensis seeds
When the pollen was ripe | was very busy with my paint brush and my reward is a single seed pod full lof seec
do not know if these will produce pink or white floweFse biggest single step a gardener will ever takehisrnw
they start to raise their plants from séedtiere are so many advantages starting with allowing you to plant coloni
of many plants each a different clone which in turn will increase the chance of yet more seeds in the future. A
each successive geration of seedlings you raise from your own garden seeds will become more tolerant of yo
local climate and growing conditions.

The pink colour fades as the flowers of Sanguinaria canadensis age.



Anemonella thalictroides
Also after persistent pafiation with my paint brush | am delighted to collect some seedsAr@monella
thalictroidesfor the first time in the garden.

. el = 2
We used to gow this plant but lost it when it got overgrown
by rhododendrons so a year ago | aquired two plants with t
am of getting seed now we can build a colony

Anemonella thalictroides seeds




| get exasperated when | hear or re
bul bs to prevent them setting seedbo
seed will weaken the bulb. How ridiculets that bulbs have evolved over
hundreds of thousands of years and part of the evolutionary processirgrise
anyweaknesshat coulddisadvantagéhe plants.

| have done manyitls as well as observing the many bulbs we grow in pots anc
the garda and | can tell you that bulbs that set seed are not in any way weaker
in fact the opposite is true. A bulb that has set seed will grow for four to six wee
longer than the same type of bulb that is not setting seed and that extra period
growth albwsboththe bulb and the seed to grow well. The Muscari bulb on the
left with seed is bigger than others that did not set seed.

In the picture belovleft you will see some Fritillaria stemghose that are setting
seed are still greemhich means they arbothfeeding the bulb as well as
supporting the seed productiorthose that for whatever reason were not
successfully fertilised havareadydied back to the resting bulb.

Some hybrid bulbs aterileand make annteresting exception to this theory i
that for some reason the plant thinks it has been fertilised and so the seed cap:
swells and the plant grows on as if it were setting seed, | have observed this in
Narcissus, Galanthus, and Erythronium hybrids and there will be others. You
think youhave a fat seed pod full of seed but when epéns just full of air- if

like me you are impatient and want to check for seed earbarcan shine a light
thorough the capsule which will show if seed is growing. Now this false
pregnancy syndrome dogiwe these hybrids a longer growing seastian

resulting in these bulbs being that bit meigorous many hybrids alséorm

clumps of bulbs aadvantage to the gardener.

In the wild bulbs that form clumps are at a disadvantage as they gradually bect
more congested, having to compete for the same amount of moisture and nutrients until they dwindle and die
just as they would if they are left alone in the garden. However in the garden these bulbs have an adivanisge
wethe gardenerbecausave lift and divide these bulbs on a regular béetditating them tdoecome more

dominant in gardens than bulbs that never divide and can only be increased by seeds. The green stems and
of the Erythroniumgsbelow right go onphotosynthesisingnd feeding the bulbs long after the Ieaves have died
backi thegro th ononesthat did not seseeddied back some weeks agmhave a shorter




| have now decided to convert all the plunges in what we used as the Fritillaria Hossmibedsi last year [
converted the one on the right and the far @mefrom plungego sand bedand this years | decided to also fill the
left hand one with sand and | am now planting bulbs directly in there as well.

| have been very pleased
with the success of this
new venturd it greatly
cuts down on the amount
of repotting that | have
to dag the bulbs seem to
thrive and grow even
better than they did in
potsplus| like the way
they look when they
flower all mixed together
and not regimented in
rows of pots.

| am also enjoying
looking for new
combinations to extend
the season of flowering
interest and am
concentrating on Alliums
which flower after all the
other bulbs have gone
into summer dormancy.

Allium crispum




Allium gomphremides is one of the species that is growing well in théhbiitse sand bed.




Triteleia ixioides

| will continue to
grow a lot of bulbs
in pots in the ther
glass houses as
you see here in the
plunge of 7cm
pots whereAllium
gomphrenoides
and Triteleia
ixioidesare the
only bulbs still in
growth and are
both flowering
now.

| will transfer
some bulbs from
eachof these into
a sand bed when |
repot.




Allium parvum bulbs
| have started the repotting aaoh working through some of thetpof youngseedling bulbsespecially the
Alliums, which | am transferring frorthe pots over to the sand bed benches. | think nature often hides the mos
interesting part of a plant underground and when you look carefully at the bulbs you will see what soEan
fascinating forms and colours.
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~ Allium sikiyoense bulbs
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Allium barsczewski
The previous ones were North American speddlgim barsczewskiis an Asian species and has a differenf
of bulb which forms clusters.
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Crocus aeriusseedlingcorms
I dondét wusual |l y Fatlgastthe enckobthelsecond afgrodvibmtbst | want o transfer some of
these into the sand bed so | am doing it early. It is especially important when repotting seedling bulbs for the
time to take note of the depth where the bulb is growigtaensure that you replant it to at least the same deptt
If you plant it shallower you will slow the growth as the bulb will have to work its way back dgain
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Crocus aerius seedling corms replanted deep
Never be afraid that the small bulbs vgilfuggle to send a leaf to the surface if you plant them idéegt could not
be further from the truth. Bulbs of whatever size can easily grow a leaf long enough to reach the surface while
takesa greatdeal ofeffort over a number of seasofws thebulb to work its way down into the soil.



First year Narcissus pallidiflorus seedling bulbs.
Similarly with these Narcissus pallidiflorus bulbsplit them between the sand bed and a pot taking care to enst
they were at least as deep in the sand bapohey were in the seed jjaheywere almost at the bottoof the
7cm pot | did sow the seeds deeply last year and have also a few of the empty se&dthegihotograpthese
were still present in the layer beside the small bulbs which emexadHem.

Muscari bulbs



