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Arisaema candidissimum

For a number of years this group
of Arisaema candidissimuimas
only produced leaveéiamaybethey
have reached maturityow or
perhapghe conditions to support
flowering have been met and we
have a number of beautiful
flowers. As you will segnot
perfectbecause a snail has had a
chew out of one of the flowerAs
agardener havecome to accept
this natural grazinghowever this
year we have way too many
snalils.
For many years | was a regular
broadcaster on BBC Red
Scotl andbs gamede
until it was axed now they only
contact me occasionally when there is a topical news item and they wantrad epergpective- that has
happened twice in the last few weeks. The first time was about the threat paseassib/ealienspecies such as
Giant Hog WeedHimalayan Balsametc. and the second was when Chris Baicksaid words to the effect that
gardeners should leave slugs and snails alone as they are part of the food chain. Interesting in that thédarge
that pose the biggest problem in many gardenamaéeninvasivespecied it is said that they were introduced by
the Romansip t02000 years ago. | have a lot of sympathy with Ragkm 6 s poiut but we have to consider the
larger positiori firstly snails are not top of the list for hedgehogs or other native predhigydorm a small
percentage of their diet and seclynithe recent mild winters and cool moist summers has seen a massive increa
in the snailpopulation so there is no natural balanceultivated conditions. | have learned to accept and indeed
welcome wild life into the garden and do not get too perturbed by all the holes eaten in the leaves but | also a
the need to control theurrentexplosion of the snail population. | do n&eupoisons so we hunt the snails in the
cool moist evenings.

Impatiens glandulifera
Himalayan Balsams a
beautifulplant, which
was why it was
introduced to gardens
around 1840 however it
has escapedrwas
dumpedijnto the wild
where it outcompetes the
native florai it is also
detrimental to wildlife
especiallythe invasion of
river banksOur gardens |
would be impoverished
without the introduction
of plantsfrom around the
world but that
introduction comes with a
responsibility to contain
and control the alien
species.

The flowers of Arisaema candidissimum appear first through the still rolled leaves which gradually emerge
grow to rise above the flowers.
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Arisaema wilsonii

The large leaves &risaema
wilsonii remain a decorative
elementin the garden for many
weeks- the flower stemswhich
were the first to emergare now
hidden underneath as the seed
develops.

| do not know why but we have
never had a set of fertile seed on
this plant but it does increase by
division.
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It is at ths trme of year when there are fewer plants flowerrng in our garden that I Iearn to apprecrate foIrage in
its forms, colours and texturedike the ground to be covered with growth for as many weeks of the year as

possible both for the visual effeatéfor the mutual benefit to the plants. The best mulch for retaining moisture i
the soil is a growing green one because the leaf cover shades the ground and much of any moisture that doe

evaporate from the soil collects on the underside of the leaees.yidu can see leavespdants introduced from
many continents Arisaema, Dicentra, the wethewed leges of Trillium, Lilium, Aconium, fern, Rhododendron,
conifer,andPodophyl |l um .6Spotty Dottyéo
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Under t‘he leavewe findthe flowersofPodophyl t uynw D&pD y-c:)
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A similar grouping in another area with another fornPotlophyllumdelavayi,Veratrum fimbr
chewed Trillium leaves and others.




striptrnationafoliage.
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growing plantsfrom around the worldvolunteer plantgoin in to share the space
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Rhodohypoxis baureifrom South Africa has begoined byOxalis corniculatand dher plants from closer t |
homei they are cohabiting in a symbiotic way.

Rhodohypoxis baurei
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| planted this trough up with some small forms of Hosta but it was not long before they were joine b
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both native and alien.
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Hosta withGeranium robertianum and Oxalis cornic evidence of the introduced
snail.




| enjoy the natural
look the volunteer
invaders give to the
garden but | am also
convinced that they
canprovide a
positive advantage
to the growthof the
plant community At
leftis a corner of the
sand seed bed and if
you look towards the
top right you will
see some
Erythronium leaves
that are still green
and feeding the
young bulbs long
after other similar
seedlings without
the community
planting have died
back. The bliage of
the Oxalis,
Geraniumand Viola
etc has provided shade keeping the ground moist and cooler than bare groitrid eneh possible thaather
than competing for nutrients the roots of these plants are working togetherdefficientlyharvest nutrients from
the sand.
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This theme continues at all levels through the garkere in a narrow edge planting it is hard to even see the roc
work at this time of yeathe original planting is being joined by all sorts of volunteer plantsdimg selfsporing
Asplenium scolopendrium. If you create the habitat the plants will come.




Further along the same narrow @gimbalaria m
blooms opened.
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ational patchwork of foliagy there are some tricky onesvhat
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nd level but conti sdodendrons with the trees

Foliage interest is not just at gr
above.
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Rhododendron yakuéhimanum X tsariense

Rhododendronuvariifolium



