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Lilium lankongense
Lilium lankongenses not the showiest of the genmst it isamongmy favourites. It is an elegantplant with
relatively small flowersvhich in a wellstocked gardegiou could easily walk past without noticiing thought they
should be flowering aroungbw so | went in search of them and there they were.

Lilium lankongense
They have great elegance and | am fascinated by the way therstengesrom the bulb travehg undergroundor
some distance, producing small bulbs along the lebgflore decidig to turn upwards to break the ground and
flower.




When you think about it this is an
ingenious strategymost new
bulbsgrowin the same position
year after yeawhich must lead to
a reduction in théocal nutrients
howeverLilium lankongense

with its stolon putsits new bulbs

in a fresh positiomnnually

We used to grow a lot more
species of lily than we currently
do and this is partly due to the
fact that many of the bulbs are
not long lived so you need to be
continually raising and
propagatingo maintainthem.
Theother factor is that as a
garden matures the habitat and
growing conditions change. In the
early days of our garden we were
constantly digging up grass
createnew bedsand in those days

we had masses of I|I|es prlmulas and gentlans aII of WhICh tln'rrlweshly dug nely createdbeds where the soill

is open and full of humusl| refer to this as vegetable garden conditions. Over the years our trees and shrubs
grown to create a mini woodland type garden where the soil is full of roots and almost nevegrdugev
replenish the ground with an annual mulch of compost but rarely ever dig down so the plants that we grow te

towards those that can cope in this habitat.
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THE LILY SPECIES AND THEIR BULBS 1

We were delighted to receive a new bddie LILY SPECIES AND THEIR BULBS by Pontus Wallstén

The first thing to impress
me as | flicked through
this book was the number
andthe qualityof the
pictures of both flowers
and bulbsEach of he 58
speciedf lily that the
gardener is most likely to
have access toas a
double page spreadth
pictures of the flowers
and importantly also the
bulb - which | am very
pleased to se¢also like
that hesespecies pages
are listedalphabetically
makingthem very easy to
look up.The information
provided about the plant
does not go into great
botanical descriptions
this book was never

: o intended for that, but
more usefully it prowdes |nformat|on about the plamssgln key features of the flower and bulb and an extremel
useful guide to its cultivation everything most gardeners would wamknow.
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Chapter three which is similarly well illustrated and laid out covers lilies that aremobhanly in cultivation
and/or difficult to grow and there arerserealy tantalising beaties therewhile those species that have not been
in cultivation are covered in chapter four. Further chapi@rsercthea u t hesperirsce o$eeing lilies in the wil
and those that he has grown plus a series of interviews with other experiengea\gysof many ages from

o : . @ across the world

| find this an excellent book that would well serve and
enlighten both beginners and expert growers atle
author has many years of experience in growiires|
which he generously shares in a very readable and
understandable way.

Gathering and recording the views and memories of
other lily growers is a brilliant idea bringing together
these wonderful plants and the fascinating people whc
have sought to tantbem in cultivation.

The pictures open #tedouble page spreadongside
the floweringspecies were taken llye authoand

reflect theplanningand attentiorto detailfound
throughout this book.

| congratulatd?ontus Wallstéfor writing and
publishing this book and recommend it to yaila
price of 45CHF (around £37)

Forordering copiesind details ofvorldwide postal
costsplease mail mailto:pontus.wallsten@bluewin.ch
Check outPontus Wallstén Plantdis nursery
specialissin rare and unusual bulbs and plants from
all around the world



mailto:pontus.wallsten@bluewin.ch
https://pontuswallstenplants.smugmug.com/
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yeaRtiddodendron saluenseEvery year it
produces flowers in both spring and again in suninieok carefully and you will see new foliage growth,

seedpods and flowers all from the same branch of this small shrub.




Primula florindae
is another plant
that features
regularly and is
one of the primulas
that has stayed
with us.

It hasthe ability to
adapt to a number
of habitats it
thrives in wet
conditions where it
will grow large

and lush while it
also selfseeds into
drier ground where
it grows and
flowers at a more
moderate size.
The flowers range
from yellow
throughorange to
redall having a
dusting of farina




Primula florindae




R N e A : 80 b g

| am juggling variougard athe momen some 0 are interconnec‘n‘tedwenﬁthe weather permits |
am working my way through repotting the Erythronium plunge baskets.




This task is long overdue, ideally | would like to replant them every two years but due to two excessively wet
summers the baskets have not been touched for four years evidenced by ttredaagd shruboots that have
grown in to rob the Erythroniums of the feeding.
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Repotting the
Erythroniums
interconnects with the
new bed have been
creating- because as
there has beea good

increasen the number of

bulbsl am able tdoth
replant the basketith
the original quantitylus
have a good number of
Erythronium sibiricum
bulbs to planbutin the
new bed.

| raised the original
bulbs from seed and the
increase has come from
the bulbs producing
offsets.

Erythronium sibiricum




Erythronium sibiricum

| have a number of baskets containing seed raised Erythronium sibiricum bulbs some of these bulbs increase
better rate producing many offse#dong thetop | placeda number of corms of Crocus nudiflorus allasch had
migratedthrough the plungato this baskettheyarein an advanced stage of growtiith shoots and stolons
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Remembering that this is four yeagsowth this single bulb, you can spibtin the tray above with the sibling
seedlings, has produced the best rate of increase. Like the previous one this basket was replanted and the st
bulbs also went to my new bed.
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Trillium hibberson

I have emptied a basket of Trillium hibbersmeedings and | am transferring all these plants to the new bed.
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e of the new white roots emerging from theriadingn e x t s pr i n
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the evidenc
These roots are essential for normal growth next year and if thepraiaged extensively that growth will be
interrupted. The darker roots of previous years will stay active keeping the rhizome alive buwdratdates the
flower for nextyear.l would preferto have lifted thesplantsjust as the flowergaded which is wherthe new
roots extendut as we usa very open mixture | castill handle the plantsarefullywithout damaging the roots.



While sifting the contents of the basket | discovered stimyeseedlings showing different phases of early growth
aftergermination| suspect they are Trillium hibbersoniitithey could equally be Trillium rivale seeded in from
an adjacent basket.




Trillium seed pods are ripening around the and many will produce garden hybrids these are on plants raised 1
Trillium erectum which | suspect atlkeemselves hybrids.

| find my eye drawn to the ripening pods surrounded by the yellowing chewed leaves.




Trillium flexipes hybrid




Something, probably a snail, has chewed the pod allowing me to see the fabric of the pod protecting the now
exposed seedt will be some weeks before the capsules shed their precious contents but these seeds ane viah
couldbeharvestec&and sowm now. Eagle eyed readers will also spot the adult Froghopp®pitttebugwhose
nymphal formcovers itself in a spiike froth on plants in the summer.

Decay and renewal as the yellowing leaves mark the end of the season for someQylelatmen purpurascens
starts theirs with flowers and new leaaggpearing



