


This week | want to
praise some soalled
ordinary plants or
those considered too
easy and common for
the serious gardener to
bother with. | could not
disagree more with that
view - these are
wonderful plants that
can bring so much to
our gardens so often
it is not the lack of
beauty that discourages
them being grown but
the ease with which
they grow and
reproduce themselves.
Erinus alpinus is a
small but showy plant
that will seed around
often growing in the
most inhospitable
locationssuch as on
walls.

I think all plantswork bestwith when they appear in colonies of mixed colours. Seedlings are inclined to match

parent in colour so if you only have a single colour ftmeseedlings will be similar spou need tantroduce

different coloursandgroupthemtogether then you will get a wideginge
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The Erinus in the trough above wereesitablished from sedtbm a deep coloured forstattered on the limestone
rocksso, apart from a seedling in the battiey share a commamlour- contrast that with the trough belamd
theone n the covepicturewhere | scattered seed from a mixture of forms.




It is very easy
to establish
Erinus by
scattering the
seeds where
you want them
to growT
depending of
the substrate
they will start
to flower in the
second year
after that you
canchooseo
leave them to
seed around
The various
Dactylorhiza
you will see in
these pictures
have also sow
themselves

Erigeron scopulinus




Erigeron
scopulinus

Erigeron
scopulinuss
another of
these easy
plants that is
often
overlooked It
quickly forms
rock-hugging
matts covered
in small white
flowers and
while it has
never set seed
for us it is very
easy to
propagate. It
roots as it
spreads so you
can easily cut
off bits that are
already rooted
or if you take cuttings in the spring ordadummerprovided its not hot and drythese will root rapidly.

In this bed betweenathand the bulb bedrdinarydferns, grasses and other self seeders combine to make
attractive plantingbringing interest and decoratioow the spring bulbs have gone back underground.
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Erinus alphus Viola, Geraniumalong witha mossy saxifrage
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Further along the same bplhnts ofRamonda nathaliaeare joined byCymbalaria muralis; another charming
plant that isnot, in my view, used enough in garder@ommonly seen growing in walisis a runnemwhen planted
but canbe controlled ifyou wish

> )




Meconopsis

Plants that seed
around freelyare

often called veedsa
word | prefer not to
use mostly| will

refer to them as wild
flowersif that is

what they areor
volunteersf they

are cultivars.
Meconopsis are
among the plants
that volunteer in our
garden, | am sure
there are not man
that would refeto
them as weeds.

| did not plant any of
the Meconopsis in
this picturebut | am
very happy to allow
them to sty -
although the ones in ¥,
the foreground will
have to be disturbed
when | lift the Erythronium plunge basketswill lift them carefully and replant th®leconopsi®lsewhere




Pseudofumaria alba

Formally known as
Corydalis
Pseudofumariaomes
in two colour forms
yellow and white,
theyboth seed around
our garden
dependingn where
they volunteer | will
decide if they are
allowed togrow.
They are very
welcome in bulb beds
because thegnly
comeinto growth
whenthe bulbs are
going underground
for the summer.
The best way to
control the spread of
prodigious

. N R P o 2 Self-seederss not to

Iet the seedipen by removing the stems as the flowers fadims is far less work than having to remove hundreds
of seedlings

We also IIovaeconopsiscambrica in various colour forms to seed around but do limit the number of seed
capsules that ripdoy dead heading as the flowers fag@rocedure thatlso encourages more flowers to develop.




| also flndBellls perennls the common dalsy that growslawns is alo weII worth growing especially ifne
gravel area around the paths where it forms neat cluffpsiage with a long progression tibwers This daisy is
far more decorative than many of the méaneallenging@compositae and is easy to grow.

| am not suggesting that you should not grow these attatengingplantsrather that you shoulcbnsider looking
attheaesthetic®f these volunteers and eadgmts withanopen mind.

We only ever intrduced e dwarf species Afjuilegia to the garde,rmosy less than 30cs tﬁﬂutover the
years they haw hybridsedreely with the help of the bees and now the majority are tall pldhis nice pink form
is shorter than most so | will encouragwitile dead heading the taller ones.




The yellow flowers oMeconopsis cambricaappear all around the gardesualy linking differentareashere it is
growing throughCelmisia borplandii(?) a matforming daisy from New Zealandith a trough planted up with
Armeria maritima grown from cutting collected at the Aberdeen seaside.




Ramonda
myconii

It is theturn
of a pink
form of
Ramonda
myconii to
flower in this
trough now
the earlier
flowering
Ramonda
nathaliaehas
gone over.
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Next to the Ramondia atroughfull of grasses ferns aridactylorhiza another plant that seeds itself around the
gardenl find myself increasinlky interested in finding shartlump forming grasses toring a more natural feel to
our plantingg | have collected these anod Scotland.
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This is typical of thenatural styl antingam trying to cre
Erythronium now theyare in seed
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Thenaural stlye is nhe'd the frontgden bya rpét@hllium oortu iing a woodland feel.
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Dicentra
formosa

In areas of
deeper shade
Dicentra
formosa
forms the
carpet and
brings
interest once
the early
flowering
plants and
bulbs have
finished their
display.




