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Paeonia ostii 'Feng Dan Bai'

The cover picture
features a
selection of
Aquilegia
flowerswhich

are seeding
around our
garden more of
that later.

The flowers of
this Paeonia ostii
hybrid are huge
i easily the size
of a dinner plate
and bigger than
those of the
Paeonia as
'Feng Dan Bal'
below




Dactylorhiza
purpurella,
Phlox
douglasii and
Oxal i s
Hecker' are
among the
plants
flowering in
theraisedslab
beds where
they combine
to make
colourful
combinations.




,U‘P . o I® .

' dria

thus serpyllifolius

The seed
capsules of
Erythronium
sibiricum are
now ripening so
it is time to
collect and sow
the seed.

It is interesting to
note thedegree
of seed set
between the
different baskets
in the sand
plunges- this one
flowered early
when the weatr
was cold and
damp and has
noticeably less
seed set than the
ones below
which flowered a
week or so later.
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| was too late for one capsule which had already split sheitpntents onto the narrow gravel path so |
carefullypicked out the seeds with a pair of tweezdrsad to be careful not to pick up the similar looking failed
buds blown from a Sorbus by the recent strong winds.




Erythronium sibiricum
A successful seed set is dependent on a number of factors oneheeivieather only around half of the seed
formed in this capsule, you can see the tiny unfertilised seed, indicating a change of conditions while the flow
was fertile.
-

Even if the seed is formed there are other factors that can prevent a good setidrctike these caterpillars
which | found withn onecapsulealongsideghe remains of the seed they had digested.




Erythronium caucasicum
pink form

| am delighted to have a good seed set on the two pink
forms of Erythronium caucasicum thae flowered for the
first time in March.

Whentheywere in flowerl cross pollinated them with my
paint brustona number of dayand now | have my
reward.lt is best to sow the seed of the Eurasian
Erythroniumsuch as thismmediately to get the best
germination resultsif you get dry seed soak it oveght
before sowing.




Anotherfirst for us is to get some seed to seHmodactyIus tuberosusi this is all down to how well they are
growing inthe bulb house sand bed.
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Corydalis oO0Craigton Purpled and Coryda

| took the advantagehile bothhybridswerei n f | ower to take a number of
Purd deddstdlowera f ew weeks ahead of O6Craigton Blued bu
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The benches will have to wait as | have a number of other projects on the go. One is reti@&miag in front of
the compost heaps which have bsereenedby Rhododendrons and Pieris shrubsdugr the yearthese have
taken over the entire bed so | have been cutting them back to allowopertap andeclaimtheplaning area
towardsthe front.

Gardens cannot be frozen in time they evolve through the ydaplantggrow and mature untintervention
becomesecessaryTheg a r d etasteof vihat they want from a garden also masiaeddevelos with the
passing ofime influenced ly knowledge gainedchanging fashions and desires.

Garden in 1987

This is an image from thirty years ago when we still had gridmsseat is the same one as seen aldbehe area

in questionto the left you may also recognise the metal sculpture which still sits in the same spot but the
surroundings are veuifferent

Garden projects tend to have knock on effects where one job leads to another and my decisaom tiisebled
waspartially influenced by my decision to stop growing so many Erythroniums in polystyrene boxes, the areas
where the boxes sit is shown below and is another project | have started. Cutting back on the number of boxe
means that | will have a numberBfythroniumsbulbs to plant outwhich are destined tgo into the bed in front of
the compost heaps shown above.
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The planis to make a raised bed where the polystyrene boxesntlysit, incorporatinghe concrete troughs
already theresuch aghe Ramonda trough. | intdrio work with the materials that | already have in the garden so
the infill for raised bed will be made from a mixture of gravel, garden compost and leaf mould taken from the

compostheaps. The sides will be a made umohixture ofstones antroughs- my intention isto extend and bed

the slab crevicstyle of the Ramonda trough into the raised.b&dirst rough try out is shown belovwvatch for

updates as this project continues through the summer.




The area where the boxes sit was originally laid out to accommodate a large woag&mreshown above left in
another picture from 1985atthat timewe had not removethe entirehedge to unify what wasriginally two

gardens, the pond sits to the righth another early picture of a very netarklooking pondwhen compared to the
recentpicture below

Pond

This introduces @othernewproject involung the pond The pond is swounded by a slab edging raised up on som

bricks- now | am lifting the slabslong one short edgseenon the left hand side in this pictute create a bed
along thasideof the pond.




LAY

am Etlngat the far side
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With the slabs lifted | filled t

he gp with comt then pntd it up Wilsa fernsDactonrhiza etcto create a
natural wild looking edge to this side of the panithe fun now is to see how it develops.




New pond edge bed.



