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Dactylorhiza orchids
flowering with
Meconopsisfeature on
the cover and are the
main topic this week
but first an update on
what is flowering in the
front drives.
Spikesof Phyteuma
spicatumflowers
currentlydominate the
west driveattractinga
constant stream of bees
harvesing polleni they
appear to love this
plant.
Now we have a good
colony and no longer
require seed weemove
theflowersas soon as
theyturn brown all the
way to the top of the
spike- we pull them off
with a sideways tugrhis opens up the bed for the Geranium saregmmwhich will continue to flower all through
the summer and a®u can seéheprematuraemoval of the stendoes not hinder the Phyteuritam flowering
again next year.




Dactylorhiza
have also
seeded into the
drive and this
group were
blown over in
the recent
strong windg
not to be
deterred thie
stens simply
bendupwards
once moreand
theycontinue
flowering.

.

theraoweverthat does not stop
some taller ones appearing. During the season these clumps of Dactylorhiza can become a bit tall for the ca
over without brushing across them and sometimes they get decapitated but by the concept of Darwinian
EvolutionaryTheory future generations should become shorter as the taller onbe détapitated before they
shed seeds.

We use théast drive for our car so wetry keeply low-growing Iants
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y of the Dactylorhiza pictures were taken

danob area in the back garen where m

As| developed
the garden |
wanted that
individual
features such as
beds and
troughs should
work both
individually as
well as
combining
together into
longer views as
shown here.




Dactylorhiza

appear in the

most unlikely

places they

seeds seem to

thrive inareas

which are not

disturbed and

often low in

nutrients

Established

troughs are a

typical :
destination in our
garden like this

orchid growing

in a small
demonstration

trough plantedn

2008 using

roofing slates to

form crevices. 8
TheDactylorhiza & =45
has formed a o
second side shoo }\
and if you look

carefully you will see some seedlings towards the front.
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This mete long trough hsbecome a real orctati it is ne of the troughs ere the original planting which

includes Dianthus and Primula marginata has survived for almost thirty years. Rather than adding plamarsom
ago the
orchids
became so
numerous
that we had
to remove
around
eighty b
plant
elsewhere

Once you
start looking
in detail you
will see a
tremendous
variation in
the flowers
and the
shapes of the
spike even
within this
trough.
Looking at
individual
flowers is
rewarding.
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Two flowers side by side show distinct markings lo@ flowers and if you look below you will also notice that the
leaves also differ with the darker flowered one also displaying more dark markings which are almost absent i

pale one,




The

inflorescence
in the trough
above is very
different with
the flowers
being more
spaced out
while the
smaller dark
Dactylorhiza
that have
seeded into
this silver
saxifrage
trough are
much more
tightly
packed.




time of year it is like ap

1.7

gh withAntennaria dioica, grasses, ferns andDactonrhiz at this
plucked from the wild.
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Dactylorhiza purpurella and hybrids
The very short orchids here dbactylorhiza purpurelland they are the seed parent of the taller ones which
obviously have hybridised with the other garden varieties.
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Combined view across troghs, slab beds
Given time asingle clone will form a clump.




Nature is the best gardener having the ability to cre@taurful scenes like this where all the plants, including
CoU\GDOLYV pé&U Dahd Meroelaotdetliza have seeded themselves into ghaveli there are masses
of other orchid seedlings here which have yet to reach flowering size.



