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Week twenty SiX sees us half Way through another-yaetlrne Wherplantsm parts of thegarderhave flnlshed
flowering leaving thdoliageto provide ground cover, decoratiandinterest. | am always on the search for plants
that will continte the sequence of flowering through the summer that will alsofitfortablyinto ourdensely
planted garden. Primula alpicola alba and a good coloured candelabria hybrid are in flower at this time but the
best in ground that is dug annually with aditeeimus and ours is a+uig gardenalso not all can survivieng term
in the drier parts of the garden. Dactylorhiza #reblueMeonopsislowering will soon be ovewhile theself
seedmg/ellow Meconopsis cambrica, now reclassified as Parameconcamsimca willcontinueto flower
et ) through the summer
Self-seeding plants are often
regarded asninvitedpests but |
regard many as welcome volunteers
often introducing them in the first
place. They greatly add tour
natural style of plantingndtheir
flowershelp link the different parts
of thegarden Provided you aply
appropriate comol, such as
removing unwated seed podsou
candecide where they are allowed
to stay if they grow where you do
not want themsimply remove
them.
How difficult would it be to plant
up the narrow cracks between the
pavingslabsyet there is no shortage
of plants germinating thereMaggi
constantly hat o 6 w eedad 0
keep it tidyish. We do chooseo
allow certain plantssuch as this Geranium robertiantorremain others such as the Acoait will be removed.




Geranium robertianum

Geranium robertianum

Theseopportunistplants will
often grow in spotthatwe
would never have considered
planting. The finefoliageand
pink flowers ofGeranium
robertianumabove left
beautifully softens the scene
among various rock samples
on our bacldoorstepwhere it
is growing inaccumulated
blown insandand debis
trapped in the corner. A white
flowered form, along with a
small yellow Oxalis, is
sharing a trough with mini
Hostas




A short shaggy grass that seeds
aroundgently has also been
allowed to stay

Trgaha

Trbughs

Troughs are always an interesting addition to a garéeach can be landscaped and planted differestiyne are
grouped togethewhile others ardaid out alonghe pathatthe side of the bulb houses.




Polemonium pauciflorum
We first grewPolemonium pauciflorunover thirty years ago then it apparently disappeared from the garden
however some seed must have been linngaitin some compost for favourable conditions to germinate. | often
recycle old ptting composts and a few years ago a seedling appeared in this trough and now webaldished
this plant. Seeds will often lay dormdikie this, buried in the ground waiting for thiromptto germinateFor
some types #triggeris exposure to light so veim you turn over the sojbu are exposing dormant seeds to light

and triggering germinatiooftenresulting ina mass of seedlingsome wanted some nothe soil is naturés seed
bank
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small troughs made free form with some leftoeveent then landscaped with broken
concrete block and planted with single rosettes of Seduwmnsg year on it is starting to show character.
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Corydalis mairei

We introducedCorydalis  [W#e

maireisome years ago and [4E

while itis not the most '

decorativeor long lived species it has stayed with m®vingannuallyas itseeds around freelyt is one of the
plants seeded beside the group of troughs in thequ® picture and as it marches across the garden it has also
reached the open bulb frame where it is flowering in many of the pots. As the chosen occupant of the pot is
currently dormant this invasion is not a problein fact it could be an advantageths Corydalis will use

moisture and help prevent the resting bulbs becoming too wet in our damp summer weather. The red stems,

dissected leaves and masses of small blue/purple flowers give some decoration and | have been scattering t
into the morevoodland type of beds where this plant will be better stiitetiether itadaptg€o grow and stay there
| have yet to discover.

In addition toall the
volunteerself-
seederswe have
grownthe majority
of the plants,
including the trees
and shrubs, in #
garden from seed

We grow two small
Hypericums in this
slab bed onghe
mattforming
Hypericum reptans
is not in flower yet
but the lovely dwarf
shrubby ongthat

we can never
remember the name
of, is floweringi

both can be
increased by seed or
cuttings




pericum ’Pln f"Iower

Polemonium
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with the spreading Hypericum reptans in bud to right
plus selfseeders Oxalis,Viola and dwarf Aquilegia.

caeruleums another ‘g

plantwe grewfrom

seed many years agc"

and it hadooked
after itselfeversince

then forming a small A

I

seeding colonwat the
edge of the raised
wall it has also
jumpedthe patho
grow nea where |
am making the new
bed(below).

| intend to
incorporatehe
Polemoniuminto the
new bed to link it
into the
surroundiigs.

Polemonium caeruleum




Looking towards the new bed wiBolemonium caeruleum and other ssdders acting as link plamsc
theeyeand the viewer to movaraund the various areas of the garden.




Oxalis magallaicaad others now take their turn
Erythronium flowered in Aprit see below.

s

4 o
<
’




You will see plenty
Erythronium seed pods in

the faeground- all have
seeded into the gravel :
process | am happy to allow}
to continue A
Digitalis purpurea isinother
plantwe allow to seed

around in appropriate places:
This one first flowered last §
year and as | did not want tolg
have to pull masses of '
seedings from the gravel |

cut back the flower stem as
the flowers went over, this
stimulated more flowering
shoots to grow from the leaf
axelsextending the seasen

| similarly removedheseas
theflowers fadedFnally | &
cut the stem down near the K8
ground vhere there were ¥y
two smallside growths

which has resultenh two

flower stemghis year




Looking towards th@ine on theaised wall where a group Bfactylorhizafeature acing aslink plantswith other
beds and area#f you look down and tthe right of the tallest orchids there are a group of shorter palé ¢nese
are Dactylorhizduchsi (below).




Dactylorhiza fuchsii is one of the species that have led to the various larger hybrids that have seeded around
garden.



