


Just to remind
us how variable
our weather is
last Friday was
beauiful the
sun was
splitting the
sky and we
could feel
spring then as
night fell, the
rain moved in
and we had 20
plus hours of
heavy rain and
wind.

Having lived in
Aberdeen all
my life | have
learned to
adapt to these
weather
fluctuations
and so have the
Leucojum
where each
flower forms a
perfect
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Leucojum var carpathicum 'Podpolozje' has yellow tips to the pétals although the exact shade of yellow will
vary depending on the conditions. Light valseems to be one of these variables as flowers shaded in the cent
the group can have greener tips and some flowers can have green tips on one side and yellow on the ot




Unlike some of the other early bullike Galanthus, Eranthis and Crocusucojum flowers do not open and close

as the conditions changbey are perfectly adapted to shed any water.
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This group ofLeucojum var carpathicum have yellow ovarieand the tips can vary from gree
yellow.

It is good to see
anincreasing
interest in
growing and
exploring the
decorative values
of Leucojum in
the garden
although they
have a long way
to go to catch up
with Galanthus.
This group
seeded into a
spreading matt of
Ophiopogon
planiscapus
‘Nigrescens'
making a striking
contrast.
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Leucojums are not too fussy about where they grow and | often plant bulbs in less than ideal growing condit
This group are gming under a treeght at the base of the hedgiere they get pretty dry and hegvéhaded later
in the yeahowever by thatime they will haveshedtheir seed andetreated underground
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In the foreground are sonllecojum seedlings growing in the path by the hedge.
To read more about Leucojum chexk an indepth artie in thelnternational Rock Gardener



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2016Apr281461879792IRG_76.pdf
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| have used
polystyrene boxes to
grow and bulk up
bulbous plants for
many years and to
malke the boxes fit
better in the garden |
have sculpted and
painted them to look
like stone. This box
has been in service
for over20years and
needs it of are-
paint along the top
edgel hopefully |
will do that in the
summer when |
replant it. Youmay
think this is a box of
Galanthus nivalis but
it is actually a box of
Sanguinaria
canadensis.
Somehow a single
snowdrop got into the
box and over the years it has increas&henre-plantingthe Sanguinaria | also returned the snowdroprenvdit
has ncreased to the extent that it now fills the troudhe Sanguinariflowerswill appear later




Down at the side
of one of the slab
beds is a group of
smaller
polystyrene boxes,
two with Corydalis
6Craigton
two with different
clones of

Corydalis solida,
(6Bet h Eve:
060George
and two with
Eranthis
Gol dé.

Growing them in
boxes allows me
to replant them
into fresh compost
every year giving
the maximum rate
of growth and
increase.

Eranthis O06Guinea Gol dé
There is a tendency to just &k the mass display of flowenshenwe should teach ourselves to get close and
study the flowers in detail to appreciateithetricate beauty.
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Above and belovarethe sameboxdir ant hi s ¢ Ghowinghoav th&ftowetds@®pen and close according

to the onditions, thepictureabove was taken the day before the lower one.
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| like natural stylhe plantlngs and love the ay this

see them doing in
nature.

My gardening
philosophy is
having initially
introduced the
plants tothe garden

to take chargéy
self-seedingwith
minimal
intervention.

| love the way that
these Erythronium
seedlings, like the %
previous saxifrage, N
follow the rock. | &
suspect the seed

was shed falling

onto the rock then
rolling to the

ground so the new
growth is clstered
around the edge.
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You should be able to tell from this picture that it was taken on the day of beautiful sunghse group of

Crocus growing in the small cobble bed. | heartened bthe growth of Crocus leavetiowing- after the
preddion of the mice | thought we had lost the majority of th@hservirg the clusters of small leaves | suspect

old corm which look$o have produced clusters of secondary buds. Bulbs are seasovigdrsand it should not
come as a surprise to learn that they have evolved a survival strategy to combat predation.
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pictured the day after
the rain storm showing
the clusters of leaves
poking out from
between the cobblek
many cases the
bulb/corm lies directly
under where | placed
the rocks but the
growths simply move
sidewayshen upwards
towards the light.

Although such a deluge
of raindepresses these
gardeners we take hear
in the knowledge that
the plentiful moisture in
the ground will fuel the
mass of spring growth
there is still to come.




General sponsor

THE SCOTTISH
ROCK GARDEN CLUB www.srgc.net
For people who love plants

Enjoy
Interaction with international participants in our forum at www.srge.net

Read the weekly Bulb Log and monthly e-magazine ‘International Rock Gardener’ online
Access the excellent, twice yearly journal, ‘The Rock Garden’

Our annual seed exchange of over 4000 entries, Shows - conferences - student grants -

Local Groups and much more,

Why not join us? Subscription options for posted or electronic journal for Members.
Visit our world renowned web site to join or learn more: www.srgc.net

Sponsors

When the manuscript of my book was nearly ready

and the designer had prep

ed the first sample pages
I started to inform various potential publishers
companies, gardening societies, etc. - about it and the
reply every time was the same: monographs are not
profitable.

Then | approached the Latvian Academy of Sciences

that had awarded me wif

the honorary degree of
Doctor Honoris Causa in biology. After checking the
submitted part of the manuscript, the Presidium of the
academy concluded that my work met the requirements
and qualifications set for academic publications, but
there was the question about the financing of this
project. Like everywhere in the world, our scientists,
100, are always short of money so the raising of funds
for the printing of the book remained my burden, I was
able o cover about one third of the costs from my own
savings, but I still needed 15.000 Euros.

And then unexpectedly Margaret Young, editor of
azine published by the Scottish Rock
Garden Club - the International Rock Gardener (Online
Journal, ISSN 2053-7557) - offered her help. She

the online

incredibly favourable ~ during the first two weeks half
of the needed money was raised. Then the flow of pre
orders slowed down but stil it was sufficient and made
it possible to arrange the publishing of the book already
in January, 2017.

Margaret and Ian Young were the first to donate
500,- Euros to support the publishing of my book, which
together with the informative endorsement (repeated by
Maggi in numerous forums) make them both and the
Scottish Rock Garden Club, which gave 5000.- Euros,
the champions of this book

Among the largest sponsors who donated 1000,-
Euros I must mention a friend who wanted to remain
anonymous. I thank you so very much!

There is a small yet well-known Dutch garden centre
run by the son of my long-time friend, the late Peter
Nijssen - Gert-Pieter N
Ineke. They contributed another 1000, Euros in the

first week after the announcement of my new book.

en and his charming wife

some facts about me and published sample pages of the Niissen

coming book with an appeal for donations ~ and as a b
token of gratitude for their deed the donors had the

apportunity to pre-order the book. ‘The replies were

Janis Ruksarisnuchanticipatechew Crocus bookas arrived and | am delighted that the Scottish Rock Garden
Club supported this projeethich gives usll access tohe results of &ife-time study of this beautiful genus.
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Many of you will also havéelpedthis projectoy preordering booksvhich are arriving now but you may still
order by contactindanis Ruksandirectly.


mailto:janis.bulb@hawk.lv?subject=Crocus%20Book

Narcissus seedling .

Moving inside the bulb =
houses there are still |
plenty of flowers

opening.

| am especially

attracted to the

Narcissus when their

stems stay short like

this one. Low light

levels with the resulting
etiolation of the stems |

is something we have t¢
accept living at this S
northern latitude but it

does not stop me trying

to find clones that stay .
compact like this. TRy
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| know that gowing so many Narcissus so close together does not help address the problem of efislgbon

can see this Narcissus seedling growing in the sand bed has little near competition and has stayed nice and ¢
is when the bulbs increase forming cluntipst the competition for light (as well as moisture and nutrients)
intensifies.



Narcissus cantabrcus clusii

Narcissus
bulbocodium

Some forms of
Narcissus
bulbocodium
are among the
later of the
hoop petticoat
types to flowey
extending the
flowering
season well
into May.

Also opaning
just now are
many forms of
Narcissus
cantabricus.




Narcissus cantabrcus monophylus




Narcissus sp. MoroccalCA 1016
| have never found out the identity of thisely Narccissus collected by Jim Archibald it is one of the smallest of

the group.
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Just as | like to mix colours in the garden | love the effect of these accidiemtiahgs ofdifferent colous and
forms ofNarcissuggrowing in the frithouse sand loe




Fritillaria stenanthera is among the first to flower every year.

Fritillaria alburyana growing in the sand bed



