


Erythonium hendersonii
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Erythonium hendersonii is
always among the first of
the North American
species to come into flower
in our gardenQuite often
our changeableveather is
too cold and wet to allow
for successful pollination
and fertilisation However
so far we have had a good
spell of sunny and
unseasonably warm
conditions ad | have been
out with my paint brush
pollinating the various
groups of seed raised
plansthat we have. I like
to plant out groups of
seedlinggogether firstly
because | prefer the look
with thevariationof forms
rather than a clonal group
and secondlyo encourage
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cross pollination betweehedifferent clonesand hence the bedtance of seed set.
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Erythonium hendersonii
When you look down on a group of their flowers they do not seem so attractive but when you look up or into ¢
flower that changedramatically when you see theautifuldark zone contrasting with the colour of the style and
pollenwhich makes this one of the most attractive species.



Erythonium
hendersonii

Thebulbs of thetrue
speciesare generally
slow toincreasesoif
you want more you
will have to raise
them from seedlo
keeptrack of my
original seedlings
from known wild
locations | grow
themin meshplunge
basketgplanting out
the second and
subsequent
generations of
sedllings into the
garden.
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| thonum hendersonii i this group of seedlings have much paler markings on the leaves.




Erythonium hendersonii
Both the flowers and the gardeners have been enjoying the sunny warm weather of reGeweadsyser know
how long it will lastso much so thaturing such unseaonable warm spelésoften jokethatis our summerSadly
some years that can be trueoassummes can be cool and wet.
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Two fundamentad of my gardening philosophgre firstlyto considerthe merits ofll plantsequally, not just
selectingthe rare and difficujtand secondly to encourage plants to seed around so wedibsestainingcolonies
with plants of all ageand not to havenly individual mature specimen plantdetted aroundA few years agd
collected some seed Gbchleariadanicafrom theseasideliffs at Aberdeen and scattered them around some of t
troughs and slab beddow | havea pleasing effeawith the plants growig compacin theharder rocky conditions
of the trough while the one growing in the gravel covered groumis robust thisis just how you will observe
themgrowingin nature.
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Cochleariadanicais
commonly seen
growing in thegravel
central reservation of
roadwayspften with
pink flowers, where
their ability totolerate
salt and harg@rowing
conditionsis well
suited.

For many this would be®
considered a weed but %
in our garden | conside g
it a wild flower which  §
we can enjoy and easil
control its spreatyy
removing the flower
stems before theedal is
shedif we should

desire

Cochleariadanica




When there is so much colanrthegarden it would be easy to miss the more sululilems shapeand patterns
that are plentiful ionly you look Becauseave allowand indeed encourage our plantsét-seedall theweedingin
done orhands and kneasherethe rule is you have to idengiind confirm théweedbefore you pulit out.
Rather than being a tedious task this gets you down close and lookieigilat everthe smallest of seedlingsd
thatis oftenwhen | also notie some of thesaterestingsubjects for my camesghich | always have with me.
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Crocus pelistericusflowers have beeopenln thesunshlne and ] have also been polllnatlng them in

seed latem the yearClick to join me in a shorBulb Log Video Diary Supplementhere | look at the Crocus @n
Erythronium hendersonii in the sunshine.

the hope of



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YiKXzg6mhNE

The last of the
Galanthus
flowers are
still looking
good as they
pass the kan
of being the
dominant
flower in the
beds oto the
Corydalis.




Crydalis solida and Hepatica nobilis

Corydalis solida and Hepatica nobidiee happy and beautiful companionghis small bedetween the path and
the Erythroniun plungewhere we are encouraging them to seed aroweking great colour combinations




Meconopsis have
alsoself-seeded
into this narrow
bed where they
will not compete
but form part of
thecommunity

TheMeconopsis
are only just
coming into
growth while the
Corydalis and
Hepatica are in
full flower, then
they will extend
the season of
interestbringing
colourwhen the
Corydalis have [
gone undergroundis
andthe hepatica §
are in leaf.
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Ipheon &Alberto Castillo' is a ret bulb ihe garden re it rms clumps anchisiseed around







Paeonla emodu
Many shoots are pushing throutijie groundvith the promise of flowers to come but we should take a while to
enjoy thér shape form and colour which can besagking as theflowers.

Jeffersonia dubia
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Corydalis malkensisseeds around adding interesths bedwhile the Leucojum and Eranthis have finished
flowering andbefore the Trilliumand other plants come into growth.

alarﬁh‘uevesarein perfect harmo;zurrounecby the new roth of Corydalif various types.




Plantsrarelygrow in isoltion in the |Idhey are far more Iin to grop gher rmmgtualy upprtlng |
communitiesand heren the narrow gravel area betwetbe front patrand the bed Cyclamen hederifolidrave
seeded andre growing happily througasimilarly seeded mossy Saxifrage.

Erythronium seeds have fallen througle saxifrage matt and are now in their second/third year of growiVirgino
that they are very happy to grow this way.



