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Erythronium elegans

A lot of weather
has happened
over the last
weeki the
garden has been
battered by cold
winds rain, sleet,
hail, snow and
frostsresuting

in many of the
plants beang

the scars.

The cover
picture shows
Erythronium
elegans, which
hascome
through
relatively
unscathed by the
harsh weatheit
is a stunning
plant whose
flowers are pure
white turning
pink as they age.




Erythronium montanum
Erythronium montanum looks very similar to Erythronium elegans but is less tolerant of most gadigarcs. It
is the last of the species to appear above ground and the first to retreat back undengpminllly after gifting me
some seed.

To the left of this
picture are some
Erythronium
oregonumflowers
growing in a plunge
basketto their right a
group of its selsown
seedlings which have
escaped into the
adjacent rock garden
and show signs of
being hybrids

On examination of

the flowers and in
particular the shape %
of the filaments | can §
tell that the pollen

parent was a different
speciesmost likely
Erythronium
californicum.
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Across the garden a good sized grougafy t hr oni u m , a&nvkcallant Hryghrosiuin oregonum hybrid
made by the late John Walker, with soBrgthroniumoregonumin the bottom right hand corner.

Growing so
many
different
species of
Erythronium
close
together
leads to many
spontaneous
hybrids
occurring.
Looking
down of this
group you
will see many
variaions but
you need to
becomea
dlower
turne
looking
inside the
flower - to
appreciate
the full range
of variation.
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| have a number of theggythronium revolutum hybrids on trial to see if any are going to be worthyasfane

and distribuion.
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Mixed Erythronium in one of the beds.
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TheseErythronium grand'iflorUm buds are just appearingile the flowers of many of the other species and
cultivars have gone oveextending the Erythronium flowering season in our garden well into May.

Erythronium grandiflorum
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Erythronium 6Cr ai gton Cover

The tyeTriIIium grandiflorum is white but there is also a veajtractive pink form which we growtheseare
some of many seedlings that | made by cross pollinating these two different forms.




The very deepest pink colour | have seefrflium grandiflorum is theGothenburg pink form, as shown here.
Nearly all Trillium grandiflorum flowers will develop pink pigments as the flowers age but as you can see abo
the best forms have deep pink colouration even as they emerge from the bud. Interestingly many of the flowe
open pink fade towards white as the age.

Path view shoing Trillium gradlflorUm. "
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This form of Trillium grandiflorum five years
keep it from becoming too congested whochild causdlowering to decrease. | lift and divide Trilliums the
green after the flowers faddéor more information on this check oBtilb Log 2213,
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Trillium grandiflorum andTrillium ature in ma



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2013May291369829577BULB_LOG_2213.pdf
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Trillium self seeding.
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Erythronium oregonum hybrids planted out in the front garden




niums in front
Our front garden is nortfacing and noticeably colder than the sefatbing back garden soanyplants flowera
bit later.




Front garden
Rhododendron
'‘Dora Amateis’
is one ofthose we
cut right down to
a stumpa few
years agavhen
wereclaimed the
front garderfrom
theovergrown
shrubberyt had
become
'‘Dora Amateis'
had grown to
over 1.5 meters
high but now it is
flowering agaimat
a fraction ofthat
height.

Our intention is
to pinch out the
new growth on a
regular basis to
keep it compact
and retain the
open areas
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e almgulalyprune back to keeb throuhlow

Rhododendron '‘Dora Amateis'in the back garden which w
openfor further planting




Erythronlums and Tr|II|um are aIIowed to naturallse |n this bed at the sodtbf ¢he garden.

As the flowering season of the early bulbs passes foliage becomes more important both visuallydantcb® a
A carpet oflow growingplants useds a form ofmulch is the most efficient way to preserve moisturthadeaves
shadethe ground keeping it cooler and so redubeselvaporation rate.



