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This week©6s ¢ ceucemis brolocstems stll hadmg serse caloand the promising looking seed
capsules which experience tells me are a likely to be a false promise as we have not had any viable seed set
our gardenl was attractedby the colourful stems baring all the scars of the season and thought that they would
make an mterestlng cover plcture | never look back at prewoues;&ahb Logs before | write thcurrentweelés
~ B e 3 Y e I diary and it was only while | was
refering back through my files
looking for picturesfor a talk that |
discovered | had used the same
plant and a very similar image on
the cover of Bulb Log 4516.
Now thedays are shortening and
the frostshave startethis plant
will soon retreat undergrodruntil
next summer.
One question | keep asking myself
is, what is gardening? | have come
to the conclusion that there are
almost as many definitiorand
stylesas there are gardenekour
gardenis what you want it to be
and even what you want from your
garden will change over the years.
I increasingly see myself as a
habitat manipulator where | try
g1 N & @ and recreate (mimic) what |
observe and enjoy in the WIer amgoing more natlve all the time. Taking a few steps from our front door | find :
scene that remindse of being in an autumn woodland with the fallen leawesng with the understory of
woodland plants and the stewmfsRhododendron, Acer and Pinus.

The leaves will decompose adding an annual mulch of humus to the soill.




A few metes
awayl am in
another habitat
wherethe now
shredded
cuttings from
the cloud
pruned tree
worked on last
weekare piled
around its base
to compost for
a few months
before being
spread out as a
mulch.
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Theautumn colows provided by thécersand other treesontinuesbut soon althe leaves will fall leaving the
trees barevhen without their canopy the garden takes on a differemtore opercharacter
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Earlier in the
year, whenmy
pet Danelion
(Taraxicum
officinalis) had
finished
flowering, | cut
all its leaves
down to the
ground now it
has not only
regrown
another set of
leaves but is
also providing
another
succession of
flowers In
addition to
providing
colourthese
flowersare a
welcome food
source to a
steady stream
of bees.




Taraxicum officinalis with pollinator.

The same
planton
the 14"
May this
year
before
being cut
down to
the
ground
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View towards thebulb houses




The growth of new
leaves continues-a
pace in théoulb
houses and will
require careful
attention to tk
watering.

These Sternbergia
leaves are now
fully developed
and | will adjust
their watering
accordingly. When
the leaves were
actively growing
they required
plenty water and
nutrients to fuel
the growth now
they are fully
formedit is a case BB
of providing them 3
with sufficient
water to stay
hydrated and
healthy.

Unlike in a pot
of a single
genusspecies
leaf growth in
this sand bed is
at varying
stageof
growthi some
like the
Sternbergia
andthe earliest
of the
Narcissus
now have
fully extended
leaveswhile
others have yet
to sfow above
the &and My
aim with
watering is to
allow the top
layer of sand to
dry but make

& sure that the

lower layerswhere the roots are probiygways remains moist.cannot tell you bw often you need to water
because thas dependent on a numbef factorssuch as the temperatureimidity, the depth of sand, tlemount

of plantsactivelyusing the wateso you need to observe your plants and gain experience in recognising when
shouldbe addedl am watering every 7 to 10 days at the moment but the frequesteyeenwvateringwill extendas
the temperaturefall.
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The plunges are made of sections that are 600 x 600mm and the sand is 150mas @eeje of thumb | water
with 5litres of water per section. | can always add extra water directly around plants that | think may need mo

rake the surface back into a crunbove left is the raked surface while | have still to rake the sand on the right.
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The firstNarcissus cantabricus foliosuslowers are opening and it is exactly at this time that any seed sown
before the fist storm at the beginning of September will also be germinating and indeed as | was raking the se
surface | dislodged eecentlygerminaedseed.




Crocus longiflorus flowers are not only beautiful when they are in prime ciooribut they develop a different
form of beauty as they start to wither (below).

Crocus longiflorus
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Crocus longiflorus
growing in a 7cm
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A nice form ofCrocus serotinusraised from collected seed
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Many years ago we received a few corm€uadcus ochroleuws albusfrom Brian Mathew ex Valerie Finnis.



