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Now it is
November we
have to get
used to the
darker days
with thesun
staying low in
the skyand
accept how
thataffects
the plants and
this gardener.
It is well
known that
many people
in northern
areas are
affected by
the much
reduced
therapeutic
boost fom
the sunshine
and | have
found that
sitting in front
of my SAD light for an hour a day makes a huge difference. Many of the trees startlng shutting down in prepa
to shedding their leaves long before the temperatures tthieptoorespond to the ckidng light levelsthen the

cold brings the final curtain and the mass fall of leaves.

By L

Wh|Ie some of the trees lost their Ieaves over a month ago these Acers I realsed from seed are onIy jUSt star
turn colour now showig that treeslike peopék, react in different ways to the low level sun and shorter days.




Typical autumn scenes are still to be found with colourful Hamamelis and Acer leaves in the more shaded sht

areas of the garden and different types of fungi (below) ripening talshiedpores.




Clematis rehderiana

We grewClematis rehderianfiom seed collected by Alistair
McKelvie and gave away most of the seedlings excepotie
whichwe planted outo climb upthe side fenceEvery winter we
cut itbackhard to the bare stems and every time it comes back
more rampnt than before. The growth starts in late speagy
summer witha long progression of flowers appearstgrting in
August anddepending on the weatheontiuinginto December.
While it has takerover the canopgf the sving seatwe can still
enjoyrelaxingin the bower.

| have just found that a ounon name for this plant iéhodding
virgin's bowed
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weathe can flower at any time of the year.

In these winter

months | like to
see how many
flowers there are
open in the
garden, some are
at, or coming to
the end of their
season while
some encouraged
by the weather
are flowering

well outside tleir
normal season.
This informs us
that plants
respond to
growing and
weather
conditions noto

a calendar.
Pseudofumaria
alba disregards
all seasons and
depending on the




Hesperantha coccinea

Papaver cambyicum (Meconopsis cambrica) Geranium sanguineum




Primula capitata

This is not the firstime this group of Primula
capitata seedlings has sent up an out of
season flower




@ ousin Ibas this grass growing in the slabs i< kods a trim but behind it you will s€&&ranium
robertianunstill in flower andto the left of that a row of sedbwnFragaia in full flower.
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We do growFragaia
vesca which has
much smaller
flowers and berries
so thisselfsown
colonymay beof
hybrid oiigin or it
could equally well be
from seed deposited
by birds. We had a
good crop of berries
in July/August and
the plants just
continueto produce
flowers,due to the
cold dark weather
the berries will not
ripen.

A white form of
Geranium
robertianum
colonises the cobble
covered bulb sand
bed




Thegrwt in thetroUhss Isoentrinhe wi
with. the growth of mosses and Iiverwts. -~







Slab Bed

This Erodiumspecies
grownfrom seedex-
Spain grows in the
corner of one of th
slab beds and has
also produced a long
succession of flowers
since July or earlier.



