


Beach at Termonfeckin
This has been another weskere | have hatittle activity in the gardemainly because | have been away speak
atthe Dublin AGS Groug wonderful weekend conferenice
An Grianan,Termonfeckin County Louthin Ireland An
griananmeans sunny place (Baelicand that was cainly the
case while | was theré.is always a great weekemdth avery
open and friendly atmospheredalnsend mythanks to the
organisergor inviting and hosting mealsoto the very attentive
audience, many of whom told nfeeyareregularreaders of the
Bulb Log,for listeningto my talksandall your interesting
guestions
It is interesting howny interests idife seem tago around in
circlesi oneof the talks | gavéNature Gardeneéd utordis
about the lessons that | have learned from nature and how |
interpretthem into the gardeinit is meant tdbeaslightly
provocativetalk challengingnanyof the acceptedyardening
methodsandpracticegeplacing them witln a t uwaye 0 s
One of my big interestas a boybrougt up nearthe seaside
wascollectingthe shdk on the beach thitién lead me to
collect thepebblesvhich evolvedinto myinterestin geology
andtravelling in Scotlandooking at rock types anafmations
When | wasaroundl12 years oldheseinteress extended to
looking atthewild plants| saw atthe seaside and mountains
which wouldlaterdevelopandgrow into the garden.
Duringthebreaksn the conference progranel took the
opportunityto walk the short distaecto the beach to do some
beachcombing where | found some interesting shellgtle did
I know as that young boy collecting shells that it woeNdlve
into thislifelong interestwhichwould take me&o so many
placesarourd the world.This razor shelll found haseen
colonisedand beautifully decorated by sea worm casangs
barnacls. The coverpictureis of one of a series of metal
sculptures | madand exhibitedn the early 198& alongwith
my own shadowvhich brings in my othelifelong interest in art
which | neverseparat@ut from gardening to me it is all part
of the same creative process that l@nstantlyexploringand
developing.
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the rest of these pages.
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| am Io‘kin ffward to seeing the fiMasrof growth in this new bed | made and planted up thi summer.
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Someleavedentativelyhang on addinghighlightsof autumncolour.
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Among the many falleand decayingeavessome plants like Arum italicum and CorydaiZraigton Blu
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for the winter.
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