


The final wave of autumn colour
brings a lovely golden yellow glow

to the gardelsometwo months since

| showed the first of the autumn leaf
fall and colour in the Bulb Lag

Only nowarethe last oimy seed

rai sed Acer pal ma
turning colour angdas | am writing
they arebeing blown in the wingbast
the window likea shower ofgolden
snow.

This variation ancextension to the
seasonal interest of any type of plant
will beincreased when you raised
grow different clone§rom seedWe
are familiarwith leavesand flowers

of seedihgsexhibiting variations in
colour and form in addition the
seasonal timingf growths willalso
vary giving an extension toeh

period of peak mterest Seemised plants will also have varlable tolerance to environmental conditions and by
natural selectin each subsequent generation of plants you raise from seed collected from your own garden wi
become more tolerant tieseandwill grow better in your gardeMany of you will be receiving and sowing seed
through January and February from some of the many afetbe exchanges, including that of the SRGC, and my
recommendation to you is to grow them to flowerwith the aim of collecting and sowirspme ofyour own
gardenseednd so start the pr oc e s te goofvingicantitioms afouegarsldni f t i

Acer palmatum
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Smaller seedling Acers in the front garderalsoputting ona golderdisplay The spikey blue green leaves of
Aciphylla glauca(seedraised)are ever present providing year rowstépe form and structure althougiolneed to
be very careful
not tobe stabbed E&
by their needle
sharp tips when |
get round to
spreading the
piles of
shreddings.

In some areas |
leave the fallen
leaves to form a
natural mulch
like here
underneath a
large
Rhododendron
bureavii, where
the leaves of a
seedraised
Rogersia pecies
are also
colouring up as
the plant shuts
down for the
winter.
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Drive way

planting

It is not just
above our
heads that we
get the
stunning
bright

colours
Geranium
sanguinium
on the drive
having
provided a
succession of
pink to purple
flowers
throughthe
summer has
now turned
into a
dazzling
carpet of
yellow
through
orange to red.




Elsewheran the
garden there is a
chaotic some might
say untidy scene
whereyetmore
fallenleaves await
being lifted from the
gravel and beds of
small phnts while
the now dried Allium
stems still cling to
some of their seeds.

| think of this as part
of the seasonal
changes we see in the
garden and | am
never inclined to

6ti dyo6 todhe
soonpreferring to
enjoy the autumn
decay for a while.
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Mounds ofPerndtya, Cassiopermongothers with Alium wallichii stems clinging to their seeds.




The frosts have finally caused the Cyananthus tumbling over the edge f the slab
would normally leave the mat of old foliage there untilutay.
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Howeverthis year | have been Ianting bulbs underneath theapatvidefloweringinterest early in the ye?'go I
have removed the mait old growth to allow the bulgrowth, some of which has already started, to grow
unhindered.




The freezing
conditions have
also caused the
leaves and stems
of Eucomis
bicolor (above)
to go all soft and
yellow as this
plant retreats to
an underground
tuber- it will not
appear above
ground again
until aroundJuly
or August next
year.

Thepast seasons
leaves on
Primula
marginata turn
yellow while the
next crop sit in
bud until early
next year.




Having already spent many working sessions lifting the first phase of leaf fall | will soon have to lift these but
they are small leaves and break down quitkigly need to lift them from the pathsd beds wheremall
evergreen cushions and shrubs could be covered and damaged.




In the areas where
larger shrubs are
under plantedvith
bulbs and
herbaceous plants
| will leave these
small acer leaves
to rot davn
naturally.

While looking to
check that the
fallen leaves are
not covering
sensitive plants |
discover the first
Snowdrop flower
buds of this new
season.

Galanthus
reginaeolgae
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Crocuslaevigatusis a species that starts flowering in the autumn diffierent clones flowering all through the

winter into early spring the one above is flowering in the rock garden while the one below enjoys the protectio
growing in a bulb house sand bed.




Crocus have
been the
main flowers
appearing in
the bulb
hous sand
bedsbut
from nowon
and all
through the
winter, we
will be able
to enjoy
many
different
forms of
Narcissus
starting with
Narcissus
cantabricus
foliosus.

Mostly Narcissus cantabricus foliss with some forms and hybrid$§ Narcissus romieuxinow joining them.
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The elegantiong funnel shaped corona Nrcissus cantabricus foliosus

Also enjoying the shelter of the bullouses is this pot @alanthusreginaeolgae



