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780 Artists have
4 been creating
#L sill lives for
centuries here
| have created a
still life using
autumn colours
collected from
the garden
which | then
recorded by
taking a
number of
photographs.
| have always
used the
camera to
record the
garden angd
sincethe
introduction of
digital
photography
brought the
: - cost of each
R0 % . LR nn we 2 : individual
image down to almost nothinghave recorded even more. After | made the still life | tipped the plant material o
newspaper in the glasshoudao days later it still looks fh and the colchicums are still opening and closing.
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Oneofn a t ucouatiéssbeautiesarePaeonia cambessedesieed heads where thrimpdark fertile seeds
contrast so dramatically with tistirivelled unfertiliseded ones.




Views across
parts of the
garden show
the trees
reacingto
autumn at
different rates
some Sorbus
have already
lost their
leaves Acer
leaves are
turning
brighter by the
day while
others will
remain green
well into

November.




Autumn is a

good time to
divide and
replant as the
ground is still
warm enoug
for any
damage to
the roots to
heal before
the onset of
winter.

| have been
meaning to
divide this
clump of
Uvularia
grandiflora
for a few
years and
now the time
has come to
grab the
spade.




getting in and
digging

around the

clump of

Uvularia | v
need to check &
where I will |

be standing to
make sure |

will not
damage any 5@
shoots. —
Sure enough B
rightatthe [ fk
edgewhere | Fgdiy 7
would have V 5
placed my feet |
is a group of
Trillium

shoots about

to be swamped’#
by the &I o
expanding \/*f ’
Uvularia.




Uvularia
comes into
growthsome
time after the
early bulbous
plantsin this
bed have put
on their
colourful
display
making it
generally a
good
companion
however as it
spreads it can
swamp some
of the smaller
plants
robbing them
of light,

water and
nutrierts.

| should

point out that
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| rescued a tangled mass of the creeping rhizomAs@fone ranunculoidesand a number cArisaematubers
from the Uvularia root mass.




In the process of
splitting the
Uvularia rootd
found several
moreArisaema
tubers along with
various
Erythranium
bulbs all of which
were planted
back into the hole
along with a
small division of
the Uvularia.
This left me with
a lot of Uvularia
to plant out and
as it copes well
with shade | have
planted it in areas
under trees and
shrubs where
other plants
would not do so

’/Pﬂ ‘ (T ¥ ‘j" d'~4'. late) s
SmallUvularia grandiflora divisions ready for planting.
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bphiopogon
Over the years | have observed and assessed which plants make good companions and which are too aggre
liable to swamp smaller lesgjoroussubjects andnany Epimediums fall into thlattercategory. When an

spreading too far and its aggressive rootsevegrcroaching on the nearbgilliums so | have decided to remove it.
| carefully separated th@phiopogon planiscapus 'Nigrescamsits which were intertwined with the Epimedium.
The Ophiopogoralso has a spreading nature but it does not seem to ik out of the bulbs which grow
happily through its attractive black leaves.




Along the Ophiopogon planiscapus 'Nigrescens' rootsfound swollen sections and wonddif, as witha
number of other plantshese are stores of nitrogen which could biegier plants.

Corydalis solida tuber Fritillaria affinis bulb
| rescued Coryalis solida tubers and bulbs of a yellow form of Fritillaria affinis fromEpeanedium roots.
This Corydalis tuber has three shoots which means that it will produce three flowering stems and at the base
a new tuber will form. As | was handling the Fritillaria bulb | dislodged many of the rice grains each of which
if conditions are favourablgrow onand in aound three years wifborm a flowering bulb.
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As well as lifting and dividing plants | continue to plant out the more mature pots of seed raised plants such a
pot of Narcissus cyclamineus bulbsl would prefer to handle bulbs when thereasroot activity but in our cool
moist conditions some bulbs, such as these, are in almost perpetual growth with new roots forming before the
ones have died off. As they were growing in a lattice pot of sharp sand it was easy to handle them with minin
damage so | have planted out nearly one hundeedissus cyclaineus bulbs in the new bed | am developing.

Corydalis temulifolia

Also planted out from
the seed frames was
this pot of Corydalis
temulifolia.

After germinating last
year(2016)these
seeding plants were
potted on enmasse into
a bigger pot and this
year many of them
flowered producing a
good crop of seed to
continue the process.




The firstCrocus laevigatusflower of this season has appeared in one of the raised slab th@dsring well
ahead othose in the bulb houses.

Crocus laevigatus
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Moinng into the bulb houses tigeowth andflowering is getting r;der way in the salpelds.
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Hyacinthodes lingulataand Galanthus rginaeolgaeare among the first bulbs to flower in the sand beds
starting a season that will give us flowers all through the wititespring andnto earlysummer
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CrocXV SDOODVLL p+RPHULT
This beautiful dark anthered form of Crocus pallasii was collected from Chios and introduced through Gothen
Botanic Gardens by J & Persson

Sternbergia lutea



