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With careful
selection and
framing an
apparently mundane
view can produce a
colourful and
appropriate cover
image whichsums
up the season
The sculptural form
of theRoscoea
leaveshaving
served their purpose
areyellowing
contrastingwell
with the feshnew
greenleaves of
Corydalis just
starting out on their
seasoal growth
Thisbedis one of
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- G R ' T T R e AR W A< . AN 2 QT cut back all the
overhanging shrubbery to open up a good area for planting. | formed quite a hummutkridlfrom the
compost heap into whichhiave been planting lots of bulleBvisionsand other plants from the seed frames
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The plants included the Roscoea mptied out of a polystyrene box.



Also emptied out of a
polystyrene box are these
tubersof Codonopsis
grey-wilsonii along witha

. few Corydalis that had
joined them in the box.
| planted these out in

, various places around the
garden where the plant
can climb and sprawl
among shrubs producing
thar lovely flowers inmid
to late summer.
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Looking back from the recovered bed across the gar en you will see the white Batiafutilis var.
jacquemontii risesabovea mat ofCelmisia walkerii with ferns adding to a woodlarsetting.




You may have e
noticed some stemy{g
of Allium wallichii 538
towards the centre

of the previous
picture but you

need to get closer #
to see the mass of
Crocus speciosus
flowering through

the taller allium
stems.

This groupng has
primarily formed

by selfseeding

which continues
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Although shoving the ravages of garden conditidbiocus speciosuglowers continue to delight.




Crocus pulchellus

Also to befoundat
the edge of the path
beside theCelmisia
walkerii is a group
of Crocus
pulchellus which is
completely self
seededjumping
from the ked into
the gravel area
between the slabs
You cannot fail to
notice the growing
carpet of leaves
covering the ground
T these will occupy
my time for several
weeks now as |
work to remove
themespecially
from smaller plants
that would suffer
under a blanét of
soggy leaves.




The leaf
vacuumand the
leaf blower
make this a
much easier job

especially when [

the leaves are
dry.

| can blow them
into clumps
then gather
them up with
the leafvac
which shreds
them as it
collects.

The leaf-vac
does not work
so well when it
is wet aghe

small shredding

part gets
clogged up with
damp leaves.
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Acer and Sorbushves before being lifted and shredded.

| scatter some of thehreddedeaves directly onto certain beds then | wpkead outhe mulch of the shreddings |
madeand piled under the Rhododendr@asne weeks agpBulb Log 3717) to compost



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2017Sep131505298600BULB_LOG_3717.pdf
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This area ofyravel
between the path and
the rocks that form #h
edge of the bed is
completely obscured
by plants, mostly
Oxalis magllanica but
when you get close
there are other plants
to be found.

All the plants in the
gravel have grown
from seed scattered
directly somelike the
Cyclamenby me
others like the Oxaljs
got there themselves
likewise the Aquilegia
which | do not want
there so | will remove.

Look carefully and you will see lots of thin leaves rising through the Oxalis datpese are of aolony of
Narcissusbulbocodium increasing itself naturallpy seed with more flowers appearing every year.
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Narcissus
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Looking back
this is the
same scene at
the beginning
of April T |
left all these
flowers to
scatter their
seeds to
further add to
this colony.
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Back to theautumn garden with the bright rédisaema fruits lying scattered amonactylorhiza and Roscoea
leaveswith Crocus flowersin the back ground
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Crocus banaticuswith a singleCrocus pulchellusin the background

Arisaema candidissimumleaves are turnirg.



