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Crocus nudiflorus spreads by sending out stolons from the parent corm and it loves moving through the sand
plunges. Originally | plunged one mesh basket of the white@rmo c us n u d i &anb wow there ade@ew |
of the mesh baskets this plungawithout a visitor from this crocysn additionthere are selfown seedlings most
of which are the typical purple of this species but we do have a number of whitdfomthis seedh the garden
now.

PV/ ’ s ‘ . \:‘ Ny . -"_l:"; Y S g
A number of Crocus nudiflorus shoots are apipggathrough the pine needle mulch which falls naturally from the
smallpinetree on the raised wdlla few years ago | planted a single cdherel hadfound in the sand plunge



Daylight
robbery

Frustratingly
mice are still
feeding on the
crocus corms$
the new growing = _

corm may hae

a smell at this

time of year that

attracts the

rodents or

maybe the

emerging flower

shoot draws

their attention to

the tasty treat

lying below.

This week we

have lost four

pots of Crocus

vallicolaand

two of Crocus | .

nudiflorus-1 do s

recommend that

you put wire mesh undéweighed dowrby) the gravelwhich gives a degree of protection however | found a few
pots had no mesh so | just laid it on top of the graselou can see they just moved the wire mesh protector asid

io,

last year.
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So far we have not had any crocus corms eaten in this sand bed since | toveraobles as a deterrent




As regular readers will
know the f' of September
is the day | water the bulb
houses after the summer
dry period.

| have been moving more
bulbs from pots into the
sand beds where the bulbs
are growing in nothig but
sharp sand. As part of my
feeding regime | am
scattering sompelletised
NPK 7-7-7 on the sand
before | water.

My reasoning behind this
is that even thougih may
besome timebefore we
seeany growth above
groundnow they are
watered their root system
will start to growthis
requresnitrogen and
phosphorousndthe

better the rootgrowthe
better the bulbs wiljrow.
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It takes patience to ensure that the dry sand is soaked alathinr@ughanoccasional prod showed that white
sandlooked soaked from the top it was still dry 5cms down. Leaving it for a while then giving another soaking
allows the moisture to work its way downwards
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It is interesting to observe the difference batw sand in the newly filled bed with the ones that were establshe
few years ago. It took longer for the surface puddles to drain through the newly filladd#ds is because with
every watering a drainage structure forms in the sgndeans othe finer @rticles wasimg down leaving the
larger grains on the surface.

Throughout the
season | rake the
surface of the
sand after every
watering firstly

to prevent a crust
forming - a crust
often called
panning would
prevent water
penetrating
evenly.

Raking al®
prevents a
growth of moss
whichwould

form on the fine
material that
gathers where the
water temporally
pools




A flower shoot rises from a completely dry potSiilla obtusifolia indicating thathe autumnstorm is due.
| apply he same routine for the bulbs in pots with a good flood applied to each one and repeated until they a
sandbed below are soaked all thewtarough.
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While I am trying to reduce the number of mature bulbs that | grow in pots to a manageable level | intend to k
one bulb house at least for the pots as a reference as these will retain their lalibks satlicenformation.
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Outside lam also reducing the number of boxes of bulbs that we grow to a level that that supmpisrthé e n 6
needs.For years | havgrowntwo boxesoEr ant hi s ¢ Ganiaked aasyGoréplhri them every year
and speed up the rate of propagation.
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‘ Now | am
planting out the
contents of one
of those boxes
into the garden.
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The irregular shaped tubersBfr a Nt hi s 6 Ganibebzoken (pad sdeag the ratef increasebut | have
always preferred to wait until theseparate natally, which they do after a few yea unil the join is so small
that rot is not likely to attack the wounded surfaces.

We tend to use the terdoulbdloosely and notrithe true botanical sende cover most underground swollen
storagestructures. Whatever the true botanical term is these structures are fascinating 1th&selghrimp like

forms of Oxalis laciniata which can be broken up and each bit will form a new plant, even the individual scale:
be broken off and will fan a new plant.



Erinus alpinus seed
Erinus alpinusnust be one of the easiest of alpine plants to g®w happily seeds itself arouncbgducing its
masses of bright flowers in the spring.
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Now tldled you can see the plants and how they are seedlng onto the limestdnelamdscaped this trough with

limestone then simply scattered Erinus alpinus seeds over the surface and indhiedhird year we started to get
flowers.

;, o : : : : .
Now you can see seh‘own seedllngs growing where the moss and Ilverwort created some humus on the rocks
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A single lump of limestone formed the landscape in this trough and once suattered Erinuseed- | have
repeated this process in the trough below but this time it is a lump of broken concreiéwilbtake a few more
years for the plants to establish on stepsides of theoncrete
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metno simpland easy can brin




Alpine landscape

A few rocks in a small trougtan becomeraalpine landscapehere seeds can germinate in the cracks on the clif
aided bythe mossethat aregrowing there.
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Moving on to thegarden beds whe@yclamen heder

\ \

ifolium

The view of the
whole trough
shows the
attractive rocks
risingthough a
mass of
saxifragegrowth
that is also due
to beclipped
backa bit
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Cyclamen hederifoliumare very happy growing in the shade of trees and shrubs although | do cabiveckf
theagingherbaceous foliagto allow us to see and enjoy t@gclamenflowersbetter

Cyclamen hederifolium



