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o A O Colchicum speciosum
‘\ ' album

= Many of the signs of
| autumn are visible in this
weekOds cother
light from the low sun
highlighting thegroup of
mixed Colchium flowers,
seed pods can be seen on
Meconopsis, Primula,
Fritillaria andlilies, the
herbaceous leaves are
turning and the first
leaves are falling from
the trees. What | cannot
show is the falling
temperature that is one of
the significant changes
that triggers the autumn
flowering bulbs into
action. It is often stated
that t is the autumn rains
which trigger these bulbs
but that is only part of the equation because it is the cold rain which causes the gnopeiditures toool rapidly
which is the key triggeirthe presence of ground moisture is of course essential todlaeggowth of the roots.

More evidence that this is autumn is visible in this picture feat@nogus speciosus hybrids




Crocus speciosus
subsp.
xantholaimos

The yellow throat
distinguishes
Crocus speciosus
ssp.xantholaimos
and it has proved
to be a geat
introduction to our
garden. The first
batch of seedlings
we floweredgrew
well both under
glass and in the
garden and all
subsequent

. generations of

9

~ Crocus speciosusnote the white throat of the typical of the species

garden seed has
produced hybrids.
As well as being
fully fertile and
producing seeds
the hybrids are
gererous and form
offsets resulting in
groups.




TheCrocus
nudiflorus
formsrunning
throughthe
Erythronium
sand plunge
continueto
delight us-
more flowers
open before
being flatened
by the wind and
rain. Perhaps the
message is that
we should grow
these bulbs in
association with
low growing
plants which the
flowers can
grow through
and be
supported by.
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Crocus speciosusuhsp. xantholaimos hybrids growing in the sand bgavhich | covered in cobbles in an attempt
to stop the mice from digging up and eating all our crocus gesudar it seems to be working as a deterrent.
We lose to many Crocus to micespecially at this time of year and it is an ongaihgllengeé” we are never going
to get rid of the mice so | ne¢ad find waysto prevenbor at least hinder this activity.
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This picture is blurry
because it was takext
some distance and
through the wet kitchen
window - it was also
raining at the timé but
you cansee the mouse
which instead of
digging up the crocus
was eating the
Geranium and Viola
seeds something | am
quite happy to accept.
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Sadly the cobbles do not prevent the slugs and s-nails which along with the wind and heavy rain fell many a C
flower. Slugs and snalareanotherof thegreatchallengs facinggardenes especiallyin moderate andhoist
climateslike ourswhich greatly favour these slimy foragers.
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Inadvertently | may vered another deterrent to thei mp@ely through laziness but informed by my
desire to get closer to naturethe waywe plants growl have allowed the mosses a@dgingprocumben

(Pearlwor) to grow on another sand bedhere the crocus wepgeviouslyravaged by micé they have not dug
since | have allowed this surface growthere is hoping that continues to be the case

A good
layer of
gravel is
another
partial
deterrent
to the
mice as
you can
see here
in andher
typically
autumnal
scene.
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More Crocus speciosuflowers

-

d and rain.

leaves of some Cyclamendwezifolium.

Crocus nudiflorus floweredappearing among the Meconopsis and Roscoea foliage, also the recently emergec



the flowers of =

Colchicum 53 o
agrippinum ﬁﬁ
(well-chewed | &N
by slugslalso SR
share a space SIS
with self g 4
seeding
colonies of
some of the
smaller
species of
Roscoea
namely
Roscoea
sillicifolia
andRoscoea
alpina.




This isone of
the times that
we start
managing the
growth on the
woody plants
in the garden
as we cut back
trees, shrubs
and hedges
pressing my
trusty
shredder into
action to
reduce the
volume of
material and
turn it into a
valuable
garden mulch.

It used tdne that I Would carry aII the bags of shredded materlal to the top of the @ammyng them into the
compost areas only to have to carry the composted material back out again around January to spread it as a
Again | am not sure if it is down wwisdom or laziness attached to increasinglagdor the last few years at this
time | have emptied the bags of shreddings under the shrubs in the beds where it will be spread. | do sprinkl
handful of a granular balanced fertiliser onto each heapwaddnuary it will have composted sufficiently to be
spread out as a mulch saving me a ldtroé andheavy carrying.
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While working in this area | noticed some bulb€adentra cuccularia exposed on the surface where a number o
the rice grain like scales hdgcome detachecdeach of these will form a new plant. | have learnt over the years
that to flower well the bulbs of this plant like to be just below the suifaicéhey are too deep they will only
produce leaves. So rather than digging and plantingdeend the bulb deeper | will cover them with some
composted mulch much as would happeraratural woodland environments whtis plant growsvhere a
mulch of leaf litter falls annually. The mushrooms are present because of the high organico¢@ntesoil

created by years of mulchinghis feeds the soil which in turn feeds the plants without the need of us having to :
large quantities of chemical fertiliser.
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~ Another heap of shredded material is all but invisible discretely tucked uRtedmdendron.




Veratrum fimbriatum
| return to the plants dferatrum fimbriatunmwhich some weeks on from the first flowers opening continue to loo
better. So far we have not had seed set on our plants but this is the first year this one hasiluledtrexiother
one has flowered for a coupdé years Now | have two plants | decided ¢oosspollinatethem.




On studying the flowers | find that like so many other plants the pollen of each flower ripens before the stigme
receptive and in thisase the three stigma branches extend once the pollgrat floweris gonemaking it almost
impossible for a flower to pollinate itself.
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| plucked a flower with ripe pollen from one plant and took it to pollinate receptive flowers on the other plant a

vice versd now | have to hope that the seed of this native of California céertdesedand growin our much
cooler climate.



Our two plants oWVeratrum fimbriatum one in the back garden (above) and the other in the front garden (beloy



