


Rhododendron
uvariifolium

Rhododendrons
are a critical part
of the structure
of our garden,
especially the
larger ones
which are now
like small trees
providing
valuableheight

| keep the
ground below
open by
removing the
lower branches
which allows me
to plant bulbs
ard herbaceous
plants right up to
the trunk.
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Rhododendron uvariifolium is one of many we have raised from wild collected seeds.




With their very
attractive foliage
Rhododendron
uvariifolium and
Rhododendron
elegantulum
form an attractive
screen in the
garderall year
round and when
they are in flower
itis an added
bonus.
R.elegantulum is
a reliable re
flowering plant
throughout the
year, adding to its
value in the
garden.
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Rhododendron

0Cil pinense
Our Rhododendron
0Ci | pidoegnots e

have an attractive
form largely because
it is tucked under the
shade of larger
rhododendrons
however this canaopy
does afford it some
degree of protection
from frosts.

It flowers soearly that
its flowers are often
frosted so when they
do get to open we
make sure to enjoy
them.
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Surprisingly the flowers survived the recent cold weather wtdchaged other plants and the reason for this is ths
it was not so much the freezing temparasthat caused the damage but #issociated gale force winds blowing in

from the easthat turnedexposedarts of the garden into a blast freezer.
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Rhododendron thomsonii




Be at h 6isseed collented by Ron McBeath
Rhododendron thomsons anotheover 3m highit is nowthe size of a small tréeit has beautiful cinnamon
coloured barklarge bloodred flowers, and is under planted with a wide range of plants.




Views across parts
of the garden show
how the
Rhododedrons
along with other
trees and shrubs
from a structure

and canopy that we
under plant with a
wide range of
subjectdo provide
an ever changing
range of colour

form and texture.
The added bonusii
when we allow the
bulbs and plants to §
selfseedso we

don 6t hgvaas t
single isolated ;
specimen plant but |
the range of ages
from germinating 25
seedlings to mature g
plantsas is seen in &
nature.




In many
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warmer gardens SEEss 3

the snowdrop e
season is almosigeigss
over but here in S
the colder north % \"‘
many of our ‘% |
Galanthus are R
still in glorious
condition and
depending on

our

temperatures

will continue

for some weeks. &
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Snowdrops in their prime




Hellebores
are also
flowering
this one
flowers
beautifully
but others
have
significant
damage
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There are many
micro climates
in any garden
and there is one
areanear the
cobble bed
which was
especially
battered by the
recent freezing
windsit is here
thatmany of the
Hellebore
flowers stems
are damaged.
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It was not the cold alone that did the damtigthe Helleboreas we regularly get colder conditioatsthis time of
year when the flower stems collapse thiee up again as the frosts lifivas the severe wind that accompanied the
frosts that did thisdamage.t 1 s however only this year s fwhalwer
do notemerge for a while yetill grow as normal

A nearbyCrinodendron hookerianuhmad all its leaves, flower buds and youngest growths destrdy@dever

from previous experienceknow it will regrow grow from oldemood sol took this chance to do some heping

of this shrub



Hepatica nobilis
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Hepatica nobilis and Corydalis solida




The mini landscape difrokenconcrete block is mpletely covered in moss but | have no intention of
removing it this year | will observe thevolution of this habitat and how the plants respond.

ony oforydalis solida incisais in one of the r




Corydalisold incisa

| which is asB planted aEbwnd thesgarden.
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One of my original stock boxes@6for y d a |



