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Last week | lef you

looking for the pink form

of Erythronium caucasicum
growing among the plants
in the last picture so this
week | have featured it on
the cover pictureThe

flower is just emerging and
has yet to open fully but it
is already a bit chewed

this imperfetion is
something | have learned to
accept in the garden partly
because it happens just the
same in the wild.

As timepasse$ getmore
finatived in the gardenthat
is | try and mimic how
plants grow in the wild
The cover imagshows
theseplants arenot
, ; growing throughmeat
cultivated ground mstead they rise fronossy covered groundst as they may be found in naturéeTinclusion
of Narcissus cyclamineus gives the game atlaythis is a gardems it would not be foundgrowing alongside
Erythronum caucasicurand Cyclamen coum in the wjldowever i is anatural look ltry to achievenot
geographical accuracy among the plants.

I also showed thls narrow bed Iast week but it contlnues to be transformed as the plants grow aodglvénd a
small area that could be fitted in anywhdrean spend hours observing and enjoying it at this time of year.
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Erythronium plunge
and planting out a selectiar three year old Hepatica seedlings and a few Corydalis solida now they are seedi

themselvesmongthe moss coved brokerconcreteadding to thenatural appearance.
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Ferns, Meconopsis and Cmpanula havestmnteered to grow here as thy have seeded in from djaent pla
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The plants in the troughs are also waking up as they start the transformation from winter when only the moss

.

liverworts are actively growing to a colourful spring as the flomgeplants come into growth. To help ensure a

strong growtlof the flowering plants and prevent them from being swamped by the midesasscattered a light
dressing of a
pelletised 77-7
N-P-K fertiliser
across the
troughs.

Primula
marginata

0 Na pmlbée
grows across
the trough and
down the sides.

When it
becomes too
straggly | will
cut the growths
right back after
floweringthen a
new set ohew
will grow from
the stems |

will also root
the cuttings in a
box of sand to
make new
plants.




Duringthe winter
Saxifaga

0 T h e oldoksn 6
all brown showing
little signs of life
except for the tiny
green leaves at the k§
tips of each stem |
then spring works
itsmagic

producing a mass
of flowers which
compared with the
plant are large in
scale.




Over the years | have introduced many saxifrage species and cultivars some of which do not like our weathe
die in the first year others survived for a raemn of years through winters covered in snow and ice but suffered
heavily and rotted awayhenwe have a mild wet wintet welcome those that have survived our conditions long

termand it is these thatdropagag by cuttings taken in late August.
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Sometimes | have to intervene to assist the plants in the battle between and the htfesseadded ferigder
around this saxifrag® encourage growtbut will also pluck away some of the moss that is running thraugh




More
troughs more
mossand

more
saxifrages.




i N

Moving from the garden where | try and imic

these bulbs are growing in plastic pots.

Narcissus cantabricus clusii




Narcissus bulbocodium
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Muscari azureum1 but | always call this as | got-tHyacinthella libanotich Acis tingitana
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Corydalis nudicaulis




Sand beds

Narcissus
confusus

One of the
advantages
of growing
bulbs in
pots is they
can be
easily
labelled as a
reference
but | am
taking more
pleasure
from the
sand beds
where |
plant the
bulbs out
randomly as
shown
below.




The following
pictures are of
plants flowering in
the sand beds.

Narcissus
X susannae

Narcissus jacetanuss very similar to Narcissus asturiensis only differing in the narrowing of the corona as car
seen irthe side on view.



