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| do not remember
seeing so many
hoverflies in the garden
in previous yearsit is
one of the effects of the
warm sunny weather
we are having.

| found it hard to find a
flower in the garden
that did not have a
hoverfly on it and
many, like the orange
Papaver rupifragrum
on the coverhad a
whole cluster of them
feeding on the pollen.
It reminded me that the
prime purpose of
flowers is to attract
pollinators however
their multiple colours
and forms also attracts
gardenersWe should
look beyond the basic
shage of the flowers
taking the time to look
closely at the structure

Hypericum androsaemumhas a similar flower structure to the poppigh a superior ovary (one that sébove
the attachment of the floral par@)rroundedy a pollen laden boss of antke
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If asked to draw :'3 2 %
a flower most w s
people would :
draw a simple |
daisy flower

such as seen in

this

Leucantemum
however wiat

seems like a

yellow pollen

laden centre
surrounded by

white petals

hides a

fascinating

structure of

multiple

individual

flowers huddled

into the central
yellow bcss.




Leucantlemumis a flowering plant in the daisy famjhAsteraceae, and each of they yellow flowers in the
centre will if fertilised, go on to produce a seed.
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VariousLeucantemumandAnthemis tinctoriebring some summedlowering interestto the
they provide soméod for the pollinators
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Leucanthemum




flowering bulbscome into bloomthebrown driedremains of this seasons leawas still be seeon the ground
around these plants

Anthemis
tinctoria




Doronicum orientale

Pl

Tanacetum
parthenium

We also
allow the
common
plant
Feverfewto
seed around
andgrow in
places where
itis
compatible
with other
plants- there
we can enjoy
its succession
of daisy
flowers that
go onfor
several
weeks.




Thepink floweredclimbing daisyMutisia spinosaalong with its seed head.
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Herbs such aBlarjoram have small flowers which have a strong attraction to the pollinating insects.

A small mnge ofthedifferent flowertypes opernust nowi the hoverflies were even attractealthisarrangement.
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PéacoclandPaintedLadybutterfliesattendinghe Buterly Bsh Buddleiadvidii.

Thalictrum delavayi




BN
These hybrid lilies have thiargest flowers we have in the garden just muwsize does not seem to matter to the
padlinatorsassomeof theplantswith flowersthat are tiny icomparisorseem to have a greater attraction




Roscoea purpurea 'Wisley Amethyst'i this pale coloured forrwas collected in Assam by Kingdon Ward (KW
13755) in 193&nd has beegrown at Wisleyfor 70 yearsit wasone of the 200 plants selected to celebrate 200
years of the RHS.
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Some of the
other R@coea
that | showedn
flower a few
weeks agdave
swelling seed
podsthat push
' up through the
'§ leaves as they
’fl L ripen




Fromthe smallesRosc@aalpina to the largdsf the Rosceaflowerswe have in flower just now aform of
Rosc@apurpurea
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| enjoy studying the structure of
flowers and often the only wa
to view andunderstandll the
parts is to pull one apart.

Below | photographedhe
stigma on a black surface to
make it stand out and you can
see the twatamenswith ripe
pollen at the top of ad_6
shaped structurdf an insect
lands on the bottom legs of the
d_6when it is in the flowethe
ripe stamens rockack and
forward

The stigma can be sesitting
betweerthe anthers and it
connecsto the ovaryby a long
thread like tubevhich can also
be seerin the picturebelow.
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This hardy Himalayan form d?arochetus communidhas the unexpected combination dfiae pea type flower

over clover shaped foliage
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Theweird flowers of the New ZealanBuchsia procubsare sosmall andsubtle that tey areasilymissed.




I a notspe ooking ‘ epottingintermixed
with pruningand cuttingoack thenshredding




| will round off this weeks Bulb Log with another colourful picture of butterflies on a @ede € é



