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Art which includes photography should push you to look in different ways and to observe in detail what ts in fr
of you. The picture above isdking down on snowdropshich along with the sideways glantethe only way
manypeople see theiinof coursethose infected by the white fever get much motienatewith the flowersdoing

the snowdrop pinch to check out finéerior markingsbut how many get down looking upwards into the flowers
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| think this is the best way to wiethe flowers looking upwards towards the skyenthe flat white outer petals

take on a new attractiasyou can see the lighter veirishegreen striped interior with the cluster of golden pollen
forms an irresistible attraction and if you look carefulbuywill see some small black insects have been drawn
towardssomefood inside the floweandshelterfrom the harsh winter weathecould they also serve to pollinate
the flower?
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The more familiar side on view of snowdrops emerging through the cobbles covering adaadegroup with
green marked outers the other just emerging is one of the yellow forms.

Every day more
shoots are pushing
throughthe ground
as ifa slowrolling
wave isbreaking
across the garden
over the nexmonth
awhite carpetwill
form which will
also include
Leucojums




Ideallywhen
snowdrops,or
any bulh reacha
clump of this
size | would like
to splitit,
spreathg the
individualsout,
but thereare
practicalities that
hinder this.
Time being one
T notjust thetime
the task would
take but the
timing of when
to doit without
damaying the
bulbs beindifted
or the many
othersthat are

alsoin the beds.







Not that | amat allbiased but the beautifda | ant hus &6 NMssadvgncingYnarowtlysince last week and
below | have applied that snowdrop pinch to showuthes i d e  ohreemnrarkidgy. 6

Gal ant hus 0 Marglgr the siawdropgiach.
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Our weather continues to vary and when the sun does shine the temperature in the bulb houses can almost r

double figures so | have been checking the moisture levels in the sand and pots. On a hhghsulégce of the

sand dries out so | will make a scrape to assess if | need to-wates dry for muchmore than a centimetiewill
water.
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Watering
To every can of water | add about quarter to athalfrecommended dose of tom&gpe liquid fertiliser.




The larger flowesareNar ci ssus éCraiton Choirstero6 with s




Narcissus romieuxii




Narcissus@raigton Clanger6
Two of the hybrids have named arfjest stating to opetheir flowers

Narcissus@raigton Clumpero




Narcissus bulbocodiumnote theexerted andcattered stamens.

A small floweredNarcissus bulbocodiumseedling




Narcissusbulbocodium seedlingdight from behindare made even mobeautifulas the Narcissus romieuxii
seedlings below

Narcissus romieuxii seedling




It is always noreattractivewhen the differentolours ofNarcissusaremixed togethelike herein the sand bed

The first of the spring crocus are almpearing it is diffi
is possibly a form oCrocus biflorus.




In the garden ak&rythronium caucasicum shgotishes through thetwo leaves means it will flower
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Retlculate Iris these plctures were taken one hour apart as the first flower unfolds




The next day the first flower isow openi notethe damged tips which were chewatby a slugwhentheyfirst
poked through the ground




The silver fdiage ofCelmisia semco ried stems rythroiureairing from last year and
snowdropscatch the light in a typical wintgrardenscene

Crocus atticusis one of he best for the garden here is another group growing througjafoliage.




Erant hi s 0 Os stllnngagotwhile bmagimise the rate afcrease this year | willplant someoutin
the garderalong with othersvith to mix up the colours

Self—seeding)ftn happens the open frameandthe Eranthis shoots unwinding in this poFmi’[iIIari gives
awayhow longit has been since | lastpotted.




Cyclamen coum

Looking down on a group of Cyclamen coum flowers is the typical view.




Cyclamen coum

It is not so easy to get a view lang up into the face of the flowers but it is well worth taking the extra effort.
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There are a
number of
considerations
adjustments you
need to make
when taking an
upward facimg
picture

| switch the
camera to
manualso | can
set the focus
and exposure
and normally
have to take a
few pictures to
get theseorrect
alsoas | cannot
see the
viewfinder
these trial
imageshelp
with the
framing of the
image



Light is so important in the garden it allow® plants to growas well as enablings to see thermand using
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