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It is only one week before the gtaf themeteorlogicl spring‘;estronomical spring begins on 20 Marbht
we are getting fleeting glimpses of spring colours in the brief spells of sunshine as revealed in the scene fro
back doorstep.

Each day more of the
bright yellow Eranthis
buds are emerging and |
am noticing that the first
to appear are the younger
plants flowering for the
first time.

Some of the older plants
have still to appear above
ground butall around the
margin the sefsown
seedlingsareshowing

good colour.

It could be that the
seedlings are
acclimatising to our
garden conditionand so
appearing earlyit could

be that the older plants are
deeper in the ground or
like the gardener as he
gets oler, does not get up
asearly as hence

did.
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The first of theEranthis hyemalisto almos open their flowers as the digit passed over them. It was only that
extra warmth of being in direct sunshine that encouraged them to open they quickly closed again when in the
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While thename of Crocus gargaricus herbertii, changed to Crocus hetbertitoCrocus thirkeanus, the plant
retains the same beautiful deep yellow flowers and its running habit means that it appears in many of our tro
where we have reused old potting comp@siu will see more of thislgnt in the comingveeks.
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Snowdrops also responded to the spells of sunshine by slightly refl etals but it is

for them to open fully.

We have a number of clumps @&lanthus woronowii around he gardern many have resulted from splitting up
previous clumps




that it is best for the growth of the plant to dstivhen the bulb goetormant withno root activity. However the
best time for the gardener is when they remember. The clump above is just about the peak size for a clump
B pa T —— - 5 z= each bulb can still get
' ' ' : ' : 28 enough moisture and
nutrients toachieve
flowering size.
A clump will quickly
progressfrom perfect
size to being
congested when the
competition between
the bubs becomes
too intense and
flowering diminishes
and that is the
situation with the
clump shown on the
left. Note a small
group ofseedlingsn
front.

| intended to split this
clump two summers
ago then gain last

year when it was dormant but out afisiis also out of mind and | forg,ostd it is now at the stage where there are
masses of leaves and only a few flowers.
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There is no time
like the present so |
got a fork deep
under the clump
and gently prised
out and as our saoll
is open and sandy
there was minimal

are true bulbs at

worsttheresult of

lifting in full

growthis the loss of §

as eashulh 6 s

growth and possibly

nexty e aflovess |

but the bulbs will

survive.

In this case my

dedsion was easy it

would be

detrimental to the

growth of bulbs to  “#°% S 2 - . : : :

leave them so R AT R SN - UL VA e
congestedor other yearwhile dividing themandcarefully plantingwith more spacshould allow for bettegrowmth
this season.

‘éalanthﬂs woronowii
By handling them carefullgndplanting them out immedtely the bulb should growon better than they would do
if I had left them again. expect it will take a couple of years before they get back to full flowering size.
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The other week | mentioned how shrubs can slowly invade a s@ayaan it is a casef the best time to do a job is
when you remember. These two Vaccinum numularia shrubs had merged cuttimg @anting space in the
middle. | kept thinking I will enjoy the flowers then cut them back, then after flowering the new growth is also
very dtractive, that is followed by the berries in autumn so there is always a reasonhe fastoff so this year |
have decidetb do it now.

It is also time to cut
back thisCassiope
wardii x fastigata once
more.

I will cut it right back to
the gound and it will
regrow with nice
compact new growth.

| last did this in 2011
check outBulb Lo
2111



http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2011May251306326741BULB_LOG__2111.pdf
http://www.srgc.org.uk/logs/logdir/2011May251306326741BULB_LOG__2111.pdf
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stones that make tiperaised
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All around the garden there are decisions tobele and actiortaken- herethe
wall aredisappearinginder mosand thegrowth of plants

Regular readers
will know of the
pleasure | the
from allowing
natural growththe
Japanese have a
name for this
Wabtsabi

At this end | will
leavethe noss on
the rocksbecause
the Rhododendrons
seen here seeded
into and are
growing in the
moss covering the
rocks.




| also have to watch the growt of the srubshze 0;10 assesd that growth iII inhiit the mapternts
thatwe grow there. It is a balancing adiulbousplants shoud be able to growhroughthe low growthbut if it
starts to outompete them | will take action.




Further along | willgive some of the shrubs growing down the face a light t
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| also need to
watch the
growth of aher
dwarfshrubs
planted on the
topas they
slowly
command more
space.

On theleftis a
natural
Phyllodoce
hybrid grown
from Japanese
seedwhich |
will trim later in
the year | will
placethe
cuttingsinto a
mist unit totry
androotthem.
On the right is
Trochocarpa
thymifolia, it is
also inflower.
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Trochocarpa thymifolia

This was a tiny plant when we put it in but slowly it has grown and now it takes up a relatively large amount o
small bedl could move it butn ourvery denselyplantedgardenl cannot think ofanothersuitablelocation the

other more likely option is to give it a good trim back and once more try and root some of the cuttings.




Trochocarpa thymifolia

The growths oftiis slow growing Yewspread ouall the way to the ground, | have always trimmed back the long
growths but last autumn | cut it right back to reveal the trunk and stemsgidesths @ appearing and | need to
decide if Ikeeptrimming it to display theattractive twistedrunk orlet it become a green cushion omgere.



